
 
APPLICATION NO: 18/01004/FUL OFFICER: Mr Joe Seymour 

DATE REGISTERED: 23rd May 2018 DATE OF EXPIRY : 22nd August 2018 

WARD: Benhall/The Reddings PARISH:  

APPLICANT: Hinton Properties (Grovefield Way) Ltd 

LOCATION: Land At North Road West And Grovefield Way, Cheltenham 

PROPOSAL: Hybrid application seeking detailed planning permission for 5,914 sq.m of commercial 
office space (Use Class B1), 502 sq.m day nursery (Use Class D1), 1,742 sq.m food 
retail unit (Use Class A1), with associate parking, landscaping and infrastructure 
works. Outline planning permission sought for the erection of 8,034 sq.m of 
commercial office space (Use Class B1), together with associated car parking, 
landscaping and infrastructure works, with all matters reserved - except access 
(resubmission). 

 
 

REPRESENTATIONS 
 

Number of contributors  175 
Number of objections  171 

Number of representations 2 
Number of supporting  0 

 
   

Office Of Alex Chalk MP 
 

 

Comments: 4th June 2018 
Thank you for notification of the hybrid application for development of land at North Road West 
and Grovefield Way.  Alex Chalk MP would be grateful if his concerns/comments about the 
previous application could be carried forward to this application. The new proposals do not 
appear to show significant alteration to those previously submitted. 
 
In addition he would draw attention to the air quality control issues associated with this 
development.  Since the original application, Cheltenham has been identified as one of just 33 
towns and cities required by the High Court and Government to assess what measures they 
could take to tackle illegal and harmful levels of air pollution as soon as possible. According to the 
ruling, Cheltenham is required to undertake Feasibility Studies no later than 31 July 2018, after 
which the government must approve a final Supplement to the Air Quality Plan setting out the 
measures identified by the Feasibility Studies no later than 5 October 2018.  
 
In producing its plan to tackle illegal levels of air pollution, there are three legal tests which CBC 
must meet in order to comply with the EU Ambient Air Directive (the Directive) which sets limits 
for levels of nitrogen dioxide (NO2).  
 
The legal tests require that local authorities' plans must:  
 
1.       Aim to achieve compliance as soon as possible 
2.       Choose a route to compliance which reduces human exposure as quickly as possible 
3.       Ensure that compliance with the limit values is not just possible but likely 
 
The proposed development and associated documentation does not appear to properly address 
these issues. 
 
 
 



 
Comments: 21st September 2018 
Following your letter notifying us of the revised plans for the site on Grovefield Way, I can confirm 
that Alex's previous comments on this application still stand and that he would like these to be 
considered once again against the revised plans. 
 
   

4 The Grange 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RL 
 

 

Comments: 14th June 2018 
Inappropriate Position 
 
This site (Grovefield Way) is not an appropriate site for a retail development. It is not 'out of town' 
it is adjacent to domestic properties which will be significantly impacted on by retail activity. 
Unlike a B1 office, which the site has previously been granted permission, a retail site will 
undoubtedly have 24/7 traffic and noise, due to out of hours deliveries and people visiting. This 
application suggests that having people sitting drinking coffee outside up to 11pm will be a good 
thing for the community, that is unless you live in it and are trying to enjoy peace and quiet in your 
own home and garden. 
 
Allowing this proposal will create a huge area of urban sprawl around an already unsightly BMW 
building that has breached its own planning conditions. It is inappropriate to the immediate area 
and is damaging to the appearance of the approach to Cheltenham town. Please learn from your 
mistakes and make good the damage which has already been done by allowing BMW to build 
such an eyesore on the approach into the town. 
 
Need for this Development 
 
With a large number of retail outlets in town closing and with a large supermarket (Asda) literally 
just around the corner, building another supermarket is completely unnecessary. It will only take 
business from existing outlets and is likely to cost local jobs rather than provide them. It may well 
move jobs from the Tewkesbury Road side of town to this side of town - adding to the traffic and 
parking issues that have appeared since the building of BMW. 
 
This proposal would not make any contribution to the economic prosperity of our town. There is 
no evidence that this type of development is actually wanted or needed by local or Cheltenham 
residents generally, who's feelings have been repeatedly ignored - in fact, looking at the reaction 
of the contributors to this planning application, it is clear that it is neither wanted nor needed. 
 
Flooding 
 
Cheltenham Borough Council has failed to address the issues caused by the same developer's 
failure to provide adequate site drainage on their BMW site. Flooding is now a significant issue 
locally and there is no indication that the new development does anything other than exacerbate 
that. At The Reddings Residents Association AGM a local resident spoke very forcefully about 
the detrimental impact that development on this site is already having on his land and this 
additional development will seriously add to that issue. 
 
Hours of Business 
 
There do not appear to be any restrictions imposed on hours of business or the hours of delivery 
to retail units. Asda has been permitted to deliver 24/7 and now regularly wakes up its residential 
neighbours in the early hours of the morning. Aldi, Costa Coffee etc will do the same if you permit 



it. This will significantly impact the health and quality of life of The Reddings Residents and will be 
in breach of the Borough Council's own promise in the Cheltenham Charter that we can expect to 
enjoy a healthy life, having positive relationships at home and with the wider community and 
enjoy the benefits of a sustainable built and natural environment. 
 
Greenbelt 
 
The National Planning Policy Framework, is explicit in stating that Green Belt boundaries should 
only be altered in exceptional circumstances. This proposal is not an exceptional circumstance 
with absolutely no evidence of a need for a further supermarket, coffee shop or nursery so the 
boundary should never have been moved. 
 
Traffic 
 
The inevitable increase in traffic noise and air pollution that would result if this type of retail 
development were allowed would be intolerable to those of us living locally. We wouldn't just be 
looking at early morning/early evening increased but 24/7 increases. This would have a major 
impact on people living in the surrounding area who have made the choice to live in a semi-rural 
location for a reason. They like the peace and quiet and their rights should be seriously 
considered. 
 
Litter 
 
Residents already have to clear up huge amounts of rubbish thrown out of cars ruining the 
appearance of residential roads and the surrounding area and impacting on the wildlife already 
struggling in the area. Adding another Coffee Shop will no doubt add to this 
 
Wildlife 
 
The impact of overnight security lighting on local wildlife will impact the numbers of nocturnal 
species in the area including moths, bats and owls. The removal of any hedging and trees is not 
acceptable - they provide an established wildlife habitat corridor. We have already lost too much 
of it during the development of BMW. None has been replaced, leaving a complete eyesore for all 
those of us living in the vicinity. 
 
Please refer to the wildlife report submitted by one of The Reddings Residents showing that at 
least 461 individual species rely on the habitat in this grid reference for their survival. The Formal 
Landscaping now present at BMW is stripping our countryside of meaningful habitat. It is resulting 
in a desert environment for wildlife that is already struggling. The further removal the last 
remaining existing hedgerows and important endangered Perry pear trees will be an act of major 
destruction that can never be replaced. 
 
Light and Noise Pollution 
 
The loss of the greenery surrounding BMW has already changed the appearance and character 
of this area and has resulted in an increase of noise pollution. Grovefield Way had been carefully 
planted with trees and hedging to screen residents from the noise of the road, so how come 
BMW have been allowed to remove it and not replace it with similar planting? This has still not 
been seen to have been addressed by the developers. Take a look at B&Q opposite. They have 
at least attempted to shield the development from the road and residents. They need to look at 
doing the same on the BMW side of the road. 
 
The extra 24/7 security lighting required by this type of development will impact on local 
residents. This is a semi rural location chosen by local residents for that reason and will 
negatively impact our lives. No consideration or respect has been shown to those living locally, in 
these revised plans. We have no street lighting in our part of The Reddings so to add 24/7 
lighting at the power required will have a really negative impact on our lives. 



 
 
Conclusion 
 
 This is not just a case of NIMBYism, but a genuine concern for the inappropriate nature of this 
development. 
 
I hope that the Council will see sense, listen to local residents and reject the current revised 
application. Please draw a line in the sand and say 'no more'. 
 
I plead with the council to think of the surrounding residents whose quality of life has already 
been negatively impacted when considering these plans. 
  
This plan is largely unchanged from its predecessor which was quite rightly turned down. The 
developer has made no attempt to address the concerns of the community about this proposal, or 
their current BMW site. The Council cannot, in good conscience, say that there is any substantial 
change that warrants this application being passed. It must reject the application and instead 
should show respect and care to the people who live in the borough. 
 
Comments: 6th October 2018 
1. I welcome the removal of the retail element of Costa and replacing it with B1 offices. 

However, the "indicative" statement gives no form of commitment, and a variation application 
could easily be made to convert the unit back to a coffee shop once permission for the 
remainder of the site has been granted if an "A-class" element is introduced. Precedents for 
this behaviour were set with the BMW project and we would be naive to believe that history 
would not repeat itself. 
 

2. The extra planting of native species is also welcomed but cannot be trusted. At BMW the 
planting has all died and has not been replaced leaving the building clearly visible from the 
road. The planting that was there, before being destroyed by the clearance, was an extra 
barrier against noise pollution for neighbouring housing and was important habitat for wildlife. 
Any extra development should include extra planting along Grovefield Way, the Golden 
Valley, A40 and North Road West and within the development to mitigate the loss of habitat 
and the lack of a noise barrier. Planters are not adequate. They will be cosmetic and are not 
wildlife friendly and will not be long lived as can be seen in the Waitrose car park planters 
which have suffered due to neglect. 

 
3. The scale proposed for Aldi remains unacceptable. The amount of space for parking is 

inadequate, there is no need for an Aldi here as one already exists a mere 10 minutes drive 
away. We have Asda and Morrisons literally on its door step. The road system outside the 
complex is inadequate to cope with the extra retail traffic that will be brought into the area 
throughout the day. It is also worth noting that according to the financial forecasts within the 
documents much of the Aldi trade will rely upon displacement from Asda and Morrisons and 
the net employment gain from this element of the proposal is likely to be very few, if any, low 
paid jobs. 

 
4. We also do not believe that the site is suitable for a childcare facility with all of the fumes and 

pollution that will be generated by the development, particularly the retail element, as well as 
fumes from the enlarged Park and Ride, Grovefield Way and the A40.  

 
5. From analysis of the proposals it is apparent that there is a shortfall in the number of parking 

spaces being provided. Further research of similar shared sites around the country shows 
that allocation of parking between staff and public will be an ongoing issue, as well as 
conflicts with service vehicles. Parking in surrounding roads is already a problem with BMW 
staff parking on grass verges on North Road West churning up the verges, ruining the look of 
the area and creating parking hazards down the road. 

 



6. There will be increased traffic trying to turn right out of the development onto an already busy 
road causing further congestion throughout the day. Also, there is inadequate turning right 
refuge space from Grovefield Way into the site which will cause dangerous hold ups on a 
bend in the road, leading to an increase in potential for accidents and congestion on an 
already chaotic roundabout.  

 
7. Deliveries to the retail site will be early morning and late at night which will impact on the 

noise levels of neighbouring housing. Reversing noise will be heard several miles away and 
would be unacceptable especially during summer months when windows are open, disturbing 
the sleep, quality of life and mental health of people living nearby.  

 
8. The planning committee should stick to the original permission of an office development with 

sound wildlife consideration.  
 

9. Areas of the proposal are simply not detailed enough, or appear fanciful because it cannot be 
achieved e.g. re-profiling a 2.5m deep embankment to the boundary of North Road West 
without destroying the hedge, or getting storm and foul water to flow uphill / not cause local 
flooding. Also, not causing further disruption to ground water flows as has occurred following 
BMW, resulting in significant damage to the newly re-surfaced North Road West. A viable and 
enforceable traffic plan is also required (to minimise on street parking in the surrounding 
area).  

 
I urge the committee to see sense and refuse the retail aspect of this development and ensure 
that the former Green Belt status of this site is respected in what ever replaces it.  
 
  

TPS Transport Consultants Ltd  
Stonebridge Court 
151 - 153 Wakefield Road 
Horbury 
Wakefield  
WF4 5HQ 
 

 

Comments: 19th June 2018 
Report attached.   
 
   

89 Redgrove Park 
Hatherley Lane 
Cheltenham 
GL51 6QZ 
 

 

Comments: 13th June 2018 
The traffic congestion and pollution on the Reddings Road and on Hatherley Lane leading on to 
the Golden Valley Roundabout, is excessive already and not supported by the infrastructure 
 
We already have a supermarket in the vicinity, Asda, which is well supported, we do not need 
another. 
 
We don't need extra offices for rental. There are offices nearby at the Manor by the Lake and 
most of these appear to fail to sustain continuous rental. 
 
As for a coffee or fast food outlet, we already have KFC within a very short distance. 
 
This would destroy greenbelt land for no apparent reason. At least it could be used to better 
effect for residential buildings. 
 



I therefore submit my objections to the proposed application and ask that the council would once 
again refuse the developers this permission. I am a resident of Redgrove Park and this would 
certainly affect my quality of life and the life of my neighbours in the Reddings and the 
surrounding areas. 
 
   

Woodbines Cottage 
Sunnyfield Lane 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6JB 
 

 

Comments: 14th June 2018 
Creating a mini-retail park as this application if permitted would do is inappropriate in the 
greenbelt. It's out of keeping with the Inspector who indicated it was only suitable for Offices 
(category B1) and also it flies in the face of both the recently agreed JCS and the Cheltenham 
local plan. 
 
Also from the point-of-view of Up Hatherley residents we already have grave concerns about the 
traffic flow along our Distributor Road and around the Arle Court roundabout where traffic is 
already at a standstill for much of an ever expanding rush 'hour' . This development would add 
substantially to this problem and apparently offers no potential mitigation of these problems. It will 
therefore force traffic back on to the very roads within our Parish that the Distributor Road was 
designed to remove as these roads were (and indeed are) not suitable for this purpose. 
 
   

28 Barley Close 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 0QP 
 

 

Comments: 14th June 2018 
We do not need another supermarket/bargain shop in that area or any building try turning it into a 
nice park with a little bit of wild flowers for people to enjoy keeping green space if we keep 
building there won't be any green space for wildlife to live, for us to see and for children to learn 
about nature 
 
   

12A Redgrove Park 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QY 
 

 

Comments: 9th October 2018 
Please do not allow another low quality development on this prime site. Since moving to the area 
17 years ago I have seen rubbish from KFC all round the streets, been held up on my journeys by 
traffic to and from B and Q and my local pub is now a Harvester. I am not a snob but Hatherley 
and the Redding's used to be such a lovely quiet neighbourhood and, in many ways, it still is. I 
love living in this area but I am becoming increasingly disillusioned with my council who do not 
seem to be matching the callibre of development to the local area. All summer we have endured 
the sound of building works for the massive retirement village being built in the woods behind our 
properties. A project which has seen the devastation of natural habitats. While I see the merits of 
office space and a nursery, I find the idea of an Aldi on my doorstep particularly abhorrent. 
Please stop this before our lovely estates are ruined forever. 
 
 
   



6 Frampton Mews 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6UG 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
Reiterating all the comments made already. This application does not adequately consider the 
following key items: 
 
1) Traffic and transport assessment. No modifications to the highway outside of the development 

boundary are proposed. This stretch of highway is already in need of development. This 
proposed development will only make things worse (congestion, confusing highway junction 
arrangements increasing the risk of incidents etc). 

 
2) Linked to the traffic and transport - air quality and noise assessment is inadequate given the 

close proximity of residential areas. The opening hours of the Aldi will increase noise levels 
later into the day. Due to the slower speeds and congestion that will now occur the air quality 
will suffer as a result. With residential areas so close this will not be good for the health of 
residents, including our younger generation. 
 

3) Local need - Is there a need for another supermarket given the very close proximity of 
existing supermarkets (Asda, Morrisons, Pets and Home, Home Bargains etc). 

 
4) Should a drive through coffee shop really be proposed here? Surely this encourages drivers 

to drink coffee whilst driving? As a drive through is proposed I assume this is to encourage 
drivers to divert from the main road to pick up a coffee and drink it while driving to work - 
dangerous and illegal. It should be a 'normal' coffee shop - encouraging local residents to pop 
in for a coffee. 

 
5) Parking - the BMW garage already suffers with inadequate amount of parking. Resulting in 

cars using the nearby residential streets for parking. In fact there is already a car that parks 
on the verge just outside the BMW garage on a daily basis. There is clearly not enough 
parking proposed and this will only encourage more inappropriate parking in people's streets. 

 
6) Ecology and Environmental impact assessment. Inadequate assessment for this kind of 

development. I do not see any sustainable measures proposed either - rainwater harvesting, 
solar panels, compensation planting, SuDS etc. 

 
7) Lighting assessment - this development will adversely affect nearby residents. The lighting 

design needs much more development. 
 
   

12 Grace Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QE 
 

 

  Comments: 12th June 2018 
 
Comment submitted date: Thu 14 Sep 2017 
I wish that my objections made previously to this attempt to defile green belt are carried forward. 
The latest submission by the developer is nothing but a confidence trick. 
 
Comment submitted date: Tue 10 Jan 2017 
I fully support the many valid objections raised by fellow residents such as disregard for the 
sanctity of Greenbelt, the attempt to include A1 as well as B1, the predictable further rise in traffic 



congestion and the exacerbation of the current on-road parking problems. These objections 
clearly demonstrate the underlying fear that this predominately residential area is to be further 
blighted by proposals that would appear to be intent on ignoring the mistakes of recent years and 
the opinion of residents.  
 
The decision to allow the KFC "drive-thru" has resulted in an appalling amount of litter and food 
waste being regularly deposited in the local area. How utterly galling then to read (from the Retail 
and Planning Statement, para 3.4) of the totally unsubstantiated assertion that there is a 
"consumer... need" for a Costa "drive -thru" in this area. Even worse is the trumpeting, at para 
3.2, of the proposed "visual prominence" to be awarded to such a facility. I object to this facility on 
the grounds that there is no requirement for it and it would further increase the litter problem that 
we already suffer. 
 
The site, even for office space alone, demands proper landscaping and screening by substantial 
tree planting to ensure the site does not further damage the nature of this residential part of 
Cheltenham. Any retail development should be out of sight at the western most fringe of the site 
with a new access road to the A40 to avoid further traffic problems. I object to the visual impact 
the proposal would have, to the inadequate provision of tree cover and the lack of necessary, 
additional road capacity. 
 
Equally preposterous is the similar, again unsubstantiated, assertion that there is "consumer 
...need" for an ALDI supermarket in the Hatherley area which surely must be the best-served 
area for supermarkets in the town with ASDA and MORRISONS on our doorstep and ALDI and 
SAINSBURYS less than 3 miles away, as are both WAITROSE and TESCO. I object to this 
proposal on the grounds that there is no requirement for it, the proposal being merely a ploy to 
witness a further shift from B1 to A1 by the back door. 
 
The experience gained from the development of and around ASDA must no longer be ignored. 
The promises, as I recall them, included adequate parking for staff and no impact to traffic flow on 
Hatherley Lane. The use of the Lane as a car park throughout the day demonstrates that notions 
of staff walking, cycling or car sharing are pie in the sky; the parking problems in Benhall caused 
by cars belonging to GCHQ staff and contractors further illustrate the emptiness of such 
promises. I object to the Transport Statement (with its naïve implication at para 2.29 that the 
walking, cycling and the use of public transport by staff, visitors and customers will reduce 
reliance on cars) on the grounds that the provision of car parking spaces is inadequate and would 
therefore further add to the on-road car parking problems already being endured. 
 
Finally, like many others, I deplore the apparently underhand attempt to catch residents off-guard 
by the timing of the exercise around the Christmas break.  
 
June 2018. 
 I believe I am right in saying that: 
(a) there is pressure on the capacity of the local Park and Ride (PnR) facility. 
(b) Land originally earmarked for expansion of the PnR is now part of the BMW site. 
(c) BMW "rent" some 80 spaces within the PnR for use of their staff having, presumably, been 
allowed to proceed with their development without making adequate provision for staff parking. 
(d) Schemes are now being considered that would ensure that the PnR is used solely for its 
original purpose, i.e. parking for those who then make the onward journey to Cheltenham town 
centre. 
Should BMW lose its spaces within the PnR as a consequence of step (d) then further 
exacerbation of the on-street parking problem would result. 
 
 This smacks of some fundamental, and disturbing, flaw in the planning process. I suggest that 
the Inspector should address this as a priority before any further planning applications are 
considered in this area. 
 
 



Comments: 8th October 2018 
The Introduction to the Design and Access Statement Addendum boasts of a 
 
"... design solution that contributes positively to the surrounding area ...". 
 
What is being offered? 
 
First, is the ALDI supermarket. The assertion in previous submissions that there was a "consumer 
....need" (an assertion that was unsubstantiated and objected to by residents) has now been 
replaced by "convenient and accessible facilities required day to day by people working in the 
adjacent offices". Clearly, there is no case for a supermarket to serve only, at most, 428 FTEs in 
the 3 office buildings of the non-outline application and since such facilities already exist at ASDA 
anyway, the case for an ALDI is, again, bogus. I conclude that this yet another blatant attempt to 
create a retail precedent within an area designated for B1 use. 
 
Second, is the nursery. The concern over traffic pollution near busy main roads has been amply 
reported and in particular, in relation to facilities for children. What sense then in proposing a 
nursery in this location? 
 
My objection to the proposal is that is does not meet its stated aim of a positive contribution to the 
surrounding area. 
 
   

28 Springfield Close 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6SF 
 

 

Comments: 14th June 2018 
We agree with all the objections made, there will be no greenbelts left and the wildlife will suffer. 
We truly hope this application will be rejected. 
 
   

Lynwood 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RL 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
I am very concerned about this application and have the following points in objection to it. 
 
This land was originally Green Belt, and woefully the council have allowed to be developed. I 
wish very much that this had not happened, but as it has been, it is vital that any development 
should be sympathetic to the local environment. 
 
The application is significantly 'over-developing' the site. I agree with other comments that there 
is no need for another supermarket and a drive through facility - we've got them already. The 
council should be encouraging retail to use the town centre and the new developments that are 
happening there. This type of facility would increase traffic, noise and light pollution to 
unacceptable levels.  
 
Regarding the office buildings and childcare, this too will cause additional traffic on Grovefield 
Way which is already terribly congested at peak times. So much traffic now uses this road to gain 
access to the A40 that the access to Arle Court roundabout really needs adjusting. Possibly traffic 
light controls should be installed for this entry (at present the traffic lights are only on the A40 



itself) or some way of creating a flow lane so that traffic can get directly onto the A40 and to the 
motorway. Maybe it would be practical to have access to the site directly via the A40. 
 
The parking suggested for the development does not seem enough. Although there are bus 
routes along the A40, this is only going to help people to get to work if they can easily get to a 
bus stop at the other end. Otherwise they will come by car, and if they can't park on-site, they will 
park on surrounding roads. This is amply evidenced by the parking around GCHQ, which doesn't 
have enough parking for their staff. The park & ride facility is now completely full by around 10am. 
So more parking would have to be allowed for. This will create further congestion on surrounding 
roads and loss of amenity for the residents. 
 
It's dreadful to see the high building of the BMW development from our house where once we 
saw rural landscape. This has changed the rural aspect of the area and any further development 
will make it worse.  
 
The noise from the A40 has significantly increased since the trees were 'thinned' along the side of 
the A40. Some visual and audio screening is vital, both to baffle the noise of the A40 and to 
screen the development itself. The A40 should be laid with surfacing that minimises vehicle 
noise.  
 
I'm concerned that more hedgerow would be removed - hedgerow supports our wildlife and is 
shrinking at an alarming rate. The BMW development has already removed far more hedgerow 
than the plans seemed to show. We need to protect hedgerow and the associated wildlife. There 
has been frequent incidences of flooding since the erection of BMW. Any further development will 
only make this worse. 
 
Thank you for reading these comments, and I hope you will take these into consideration. 
 
Comments: 2nd October 2018 
Once again planners are trying to get an almost identical proposal through as one that was 
rejected previously. We do not need an Aldi. We have Asda and Morrison both adequately 
serving the local community within 2 miles of this site. We do not need a Costa coffee facility. 
Morrison have a cafe and there is a pub close to the proposed site that can fulfil that need. We 
already have a day nursery at the community centre and do not require another one. The local 
infrastructure cannot cope with anymore traffic. The roads around this site are already gridlocked 
at peak times. What we need is more open space, more green areas and less development. I 
strongly oppose this development which offers no benefits for local people and only seeks to line 
the pockets of developers. 
 
   

6 Rissington Close 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6LW 
 

 

Comments: 25th May 2018 
The area could be put to better use providing car parking available to ALL local workers including 
GCHQ who will need them when the cyber hub is open. Actually they desperately need parking 
now as many local residents are inconvenienced by their "contractors" parking on local roads. 
 
The park and ride is also currently abused as there is nowhere else to park. The proposed 
businesses will only provide enough spaces for THEIR workers. 
 
Lets have a low level multi storey car park for all with reasonable day parking charges this will 
very soon make a good return on the investment. 
 
   



7 Shakespeare Cottages 
North Road West 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
GL51 6RF 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
Letter attached.  
 
   

10 Campion Park 
Up Hatherley 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 3WA 
 

 

Comments: 13th June 2018 
The Traffic jams at both ends of the working day on Grovefield Way are already causing lots of 
pollution and loss of time for those that are unfortunately caught in the delays. Any additional 
traffic will lead to the total loss of reasonable accessibility to the park and ride during the so called 
rush hours. We already have 2 suitable supermarkets close by, I do not see the need for another. 
 
 If any development is to be considered on this site it should be for additional spaces for the Park 
and Ride, as a large number of the current spaces have been "leased" and are not available to 
the general public. This could be reasonably green, not all tarmac if developed like the National 
Trusts has for some of it's car parks. 
 
 Coffee is already available nearby, so I believe that the Costa would only add to the traffic and 
litter. 
 
Comments: 8th October 2018 
I believe that I have previously objected to this development and there have been no changes to 
the proposal that would address my concerns. To recap, the surrounding roads are already under 
stress that results in long delays and high pollution. This development will only add to that and 
extend the periods of time when there is a traffic problem. There is no need for an extra 
supermarket, this area is currently well served by Asda and Morrisons. Additional spaces are 
really needed at the park and ride as there are many that are "rented out" and as such not 
available to people who wish to "park and ride". 
 
   

16 Grace Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QE 
 

 

Comments: 18th June 2018 
Do we really need more coffee shops and supermarkets in this area? I THINK NOT! 
  
When I moved to this area almost 18 years ago, Hatherley Lane was just that, a lane. The only 
new building in the area was the Nuffield Hospital. Since then I have witnessed B&Q, Harvester, 
Travel Lodge, Home Bargains, Pets at Home and most recently Asda (the last of which, I had no 
opportunity to object to for some reason, it just appeared) not to mention the gargantuan BMW 
garage arrive! 
  
I feel Hatherley Lane, if this development goes ahead, should be renamed, 'Hatherley Racetrack' 
as it no longer can possibly be called. 'Lane' .This development will only serve to increase traffic 
here and in the surrounding area. The volume of traffic has already increased beyond 



recognition, causing a rise in air and noise pollution. Some drivers don't even acknowledge it's a 
residential area, driving like maniacs! 
 
If I dare to leave my bedroom window open during a hot summers night (or day)I can hear the 
rumble of cars through the night. Often I have to make a choice, stay hot or put up with the noise! 
This can only become worse if you allow further developments here. 
  
The effect of the increasing devopments in this part of Cheltenham has had a devastating effect 
on our local wildlife. I used to see badgers,foxes, hedgehogs, nuthatches, collared doves, 
lapwings, woodpeckers (green and common) bullfinches, green finches and many, many more 
visit our garden, but in recent times I've noticed a huge decline, basically, they've all disappeared. 
Now the only visitors we get to our garden now are wood pigeons, pigeons, crows, magpies, a 
few blackbirds and the odd robin. 
 
I have always enjoyed supporting and observing the wildlife that come to my garden, this I why I 
can honestly say it these developments have had a real and negative impact. 
  
So, for all the reasons I have listed above I STRONGLY OBJECT to any further and  
UNNECESSARY developments proposed to this area. 
  
   

Tamarisk 
North Road East 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RA 
 

 

Comments: 18th June 2018 
I wish to object to the planning application relating to land at Grovefield Way. The location does 
not have the infrastructure to cope with the existing development let alone more- flooding and 
parking problems are of major concern, particularly when there is undeveloped brownfield sites 
nearby (behind Nuffield hospital). System would not allow me to log my objection due to server 
failure. 
 
   

Balquhidder 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
GL51 6RY 
 

 

Comments: 18th June 2018 
Letter attached.   
 
   

11 Barrington Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TY 
 

 

Comments: 21st September 2018 
I still strongly object to the plans for development of this site, changing the Costa to an office is 
not really solving the problems that have already been given in past objections. 
 
 
   



Cherry Court 
2 Leyson Road 
The Reddings Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RU 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
The B&Q roundabout has a lot of queuing traffic during peak hours in the morning and evening. 
This is caused by the two new housing estates approved few years back. Adding a supermarket 
and Costa will make the situation worse. 
 
We definitely don't require another supermarket within 1mile of each other.  
 
It is a beautiful open space that we have been enjoying while walking past. Don't like 
commercialisation of this part of Cheltenham. 
 
Comments: 18th September 2018 
I wish to register my strongest objection to the second application to build a hybrid business park 
on the Grovefield Way "BMW" site. 
 
I live nearby and use the roads around this site for walking/cycling and have been enjoying the 
open space. 
 
I find it astonishing that the developers have made a further application which has been accepted 
by CBC, after the original one was firmly rejected by the Council in December 2017.  
 
Here are my reasons for objecting: 
 
Traffic - Already Arle Court roundabout and Grovefield Way are subject to considerable 
congestion and I do not believe that the road system will cope with the additional traffic 
generated, particularly from the retail element. 
 
Aldi - I do not see how you can justify a new supermarket when there are already two major 
supermarkets within a 5 minute drive of the site. There is only so much business potential within 
an area and unless trade is attracted from outside the vicinity ( leading to more congestion) this 
will only mean job losses or restructuring within Asda and Morrisons. 
 
Happy Days nursery - This will add to the traffic problem as parents have to drive-in/out to 
drop/pick the children. 
 
Offices - If there is a demand why are there empty offices in Cheltenham? 
 
   

The Seekers 
North Road East 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RD 
 

 

Comments: 8th October 2018 
 I live in North Road East not far from this proposed Aldi. 
 
I use Aldi it is a very good Supermarket it's practically a stones throw away from where I live now 
and that goes for everyone who lives in this area so it just duplication and of course we have 
Asda right on our doorstep. 
 



Why not build a new school to replace the school down Robert Burns Avenue. 
 
I am sure residents who live in Robert Burns Avenue would be pleased and relieved to see the 
school go and be replaced with a nice Park. 
 
The new school would have adequate parking to enable children to be dropped off and picked up 
safely. 
 
Not everything is about making money, let the people have peace of mind and contentment. 
 
Peace and harmony for residents is what life is all about not controversy, stress and anxiety and 
that is hopefully that is what our MP will do for us. 
 
   

Carobs 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
GL51 6RL 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
All our original objections still stand and we wish to point out that recently planning consent has 
been given for yet another supermarket and coffee shop on the old BMW site in Tewkesbury 
Road and a similar development at Hucclecote. This area of the town is more than adequately 
served with Morrison and Asda. Yet again the planners seem determined to develop regardless 
of the detriment to the locality. We understand that this maybe referred to the Planning committee 
but recent experience with decisions made by the planning committee have been totally ignored. 
 
We object to the proposed planning application on the following grounds: 
 
1) we are already well served with supermarkets and Asda is only metres away from this 
proposal. Also current thinking is for local express shops and not large supermarkets 
 
2) more office space was to be built by the side of Asda but this is now to be housing which is 
totally inappropriate next to the supermarket loading bays and the resultant noise. Offices would 
be more appropriate and therefore more offices would nbot be needed on the BMW site. There is 
office space available in Cheltenham which is still vacant 
 
3) coffee shops abound and are in nearly every store. Again there is coffee available at Asda, 
Harvester, KFC and Jury's Inn 
 
4) We are not in a position to comment on nursery provision but note that some nurseries have 
vacancies at present. The siting of a nursery so near to a busy main road is irresponsible 
considering the noise and air pollution from traffic 
 
Comments: 3rd October 2018 
We have objected to previous development on this site and all our former objections still stand. 
We agree with all the points made by other contributors and feel to restate them is tantamount to 
reinventing the wheel. The exclusion of Costa Coffee is a minor change and although welcome, 
will no doubt be reinstated at a later date if planning permission is granted. We vehemently 
oppose any further planning on this site and urge you to reject this application permanently. 
 
   

49 Glynbridge Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 0BZ 
 

 



Comments: 14th June 2018 
I am sending this email to you as I have been unable to register my objection on the Cheltenham 
Borough Council public access website.  
 
Although I moved from The Reddings one year ago, I was very disturbed to hear that the 
developer had placed a further application for a hybrid retail park on the Grovefield " BMW site, 
despite being firmly rejected by the Council in December 2017. 
 
While I cannot see any logical reason for a new Aldi store to be built when the surrounding area 
is already more than adequately serviced by the existing supermarkets. I am very concerned 
about the possibility of a new nursery being built on the site. 
 
As it is anticipated that the first phase of building will only take into account the Aldi, Costa Coffee 
"Drive Thru" and nursery and not the permanent offices, I feel this will challenge the very 
existence of the excellent Foxcubs Nursery and The Reddings Community Centre Playgroup. 
 
I have been extremely happy with the Foxcubs Nursery and this is the reason why I use it every 
day for my daughter, rather than choosing a more local nursery nearer my home. I know the 
proprietor has put in considerable effort over the last 19 years to build its superb reputation. 
 
I would also query the wisdom of placing a new nursery in the middle of an area that is bordered 
by the very busy A40 Golden Valley and the now gridlocked Grovefield Way. Despite the 
optimistic traffic surveys I cannot see how the congestion will not increase substantially if the 
development proceeds. 
 
This will expose vulnerable pre school children to noxious vehicle exhaust fumes, made worse by 
stationary traffic. I speak not only as mother,  but as a tutor of severely mentally and physically 
handicapped students, including those with profound multiple learning difficulties.  
 
No child's health should be compromised at all, but to endanger health through a development 
that is neither needed nor wanted is negligent. An accurate assessment of pollution is urgently 
needed before any building takes place. 
Furthermore, the creation of a Drive Thru Costa Coffee that will be open until 11.00 pm will 
compromise the quality of life of the residents opposite through increased noise and light 
pollution. Litter thrown out of car windows is already an issue with KFC. Finally, I have been 
concerned about the amount of parked cars that have appeared on the roads since BMW was 
opened.  
 
This has resulted in The Reddings Road becoming a slalom in the rush hour periods. If 
inadequate parking is provided in the new development this will lead to further inconsiderate (and 
possibly illegal) parking in the area resulting in a rapid decline in road safety. 
 
I would urge all councillors and planners involved in this application to carefully consider all the 
views expressed by the local residents. As we have seen with BMW, once it is built it cannot be 
undone. 
 
Many thanks for your time. 
 
   

Saint Margaret's 
Saint Marys Way 
Stroud  
GL6 8SW 
 

 

Comments: 4th July 2018 
I wish to register my strongest objection to the second application to build a hybrid business park 
on the Grovefield Way "BMW" site. 



  
Although I do not live near the site, I regularly visit the area to see my parents who live nearby.  
  
I find it astonishing that the developers have made a further application, after the original one was 
firmly rejected by the Council in December 2017.  
  
Here are my reasons for objecting: 
  
Traffic - Already Arle Court roundabout and Grovefield Way are subject to considerable 
congestion and I do not believe that the road system will cope with the additional traffic 
generated, particularly from the retail element. 
  
Aldi - I do not see how you can justify a new supermarket when there are already two major 
supermarkets within a 5 minute drive of the site. There is only so much business potential within 
an area and unless trade is attracted from outside the vicinity ( leading to more congestion) this 
will only mean job losses or restructuring within Asda and Morrisons. 
  
Costa Coffee - How can you justify a drive thru coffee shop in a predominantly residential area, 
which will be open to 11.00 pm?  Not only will this generate anti social noise and light pollution, 
but if other takeaways in the area are anything to go by, an abundance of litter which will be left 
for local residents to clear up. 
  
Happy Days nursery - I am appalled that a pre school nursery is proposed in an area which is 
bordered by the A40 and Grovefield Way, both heavily used major routes which generate 
significant amounts of car and lorry pollution, especially when stationary vehicles are stuck in 
queues. 
  
I speak not only a mother of a 5 year old, but as an occupational therapist dealing with young 
adults who have profound multiple learning difficulties. No child's health should be put at risk 
through a development that is neither needed or wanted.( There are existing local nurseries 
whose future will be in doubt if this proceeds.) 
  
Offices - If there is a demand why are there empty offices in Cheltenham? 
  
Design - As far as I can see this is an "identikit" development that can be found anywhere in the 
country. There seems to be little, if any thought, behind it. I wonder if a standard computer model 
has simply been adapted to fill the space? The BMW building is already an eyesore and to have it 
lit up at night, when the showroom is closed, is an insult to the neighbours opposite. The 
proposed Costa and Aldi will just rub salt into the wound. 
  
This development is neither needed or wanted and must be refused. 
 
Comments: 2nd October 2018 
I was very glad to see that the latest drawings submitted by the developers show that the drive 
through Costa Coffee has been superseded by an office building. 
  
However this does not change my views on this application which I submitted on 4 July 2018. It 
still raises a number of questions which need to be answered: 
  
a) Can we be sure that the removal of the Costa Coffee is a permanent decision and one that will 
not be reversed by a variation application, once any approval has been given? 
  
b) While the removal of the Costa on the plans is a small adjustment in terms of the architect's 
plans , it does represent a significant change in land use. So why was not another full application 
submitted and what is to stop the developers making further changes on this plan? 
  



c) At the time of writing there are no accompanying statements to explain the removal of Costa. I 
also note that many of the drawings are labelled as "indicative". What does this mean? 
  
d) I notice that the corporate logos of Ridge and Bloor Homes are shown on the office buildings. 
Does this indicate that the developers have secured tenancy contracts with these companies or 
are they shown for illustration purposes to give more apparent weight to the application? 
  
Even if all these questions are answered it does not satisfy the concerns of the community and its 
visitors. These include: 
  
a) The lack of capacity in the road system to cope with any additional traffic generated, together 
with any associated increase in pollution. 
  
b) The question of an over supply of retail facilities in the area and any potential decision to build 
a new supermarket, ahead of Cheltenham's Retail Review. 
  
c) The lack of adequate parking provision for both potential site employees and customers. 
  
d) The questionable suitability of placing a pre school nursery in a heavily polluted area and one 
that appears to be situated near the delivery path of 32 ton supermarket delivery lorries. 
  
e) The removal of green belt land and the loss of valuable wildlife habitat. I believe deer. kestrels, 
buzzards and even stoats have been in the area. 
  
Unless the developers are able to bring new significant firm evidence to support this application, it 
should be rejected again.  
  
The two applications for this development have already attracted 488 objections. Are the 
developers not getting the message? 
  
At the current time these applications are using very valuable Council time which could be used 
more effectively elsewhere. 
 
   

Maymyo 
North Road East 
The Reddings Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RD 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
I object to the Corinthian Park Planning Application. 
 
The development is clearly designed to meet the perceived needs of those employed within the 
development and shows no scope for integration with or improvement of the rest of the 
community. There is no benefit to the greater community in the provision of another supermarket 
and drive-thru coffee shop. In fact these and the nursery will have negative impacts on local 
infrastructure, residents, established local businesses and the wider community. It also shows a 
disregard for established planning permissions in the proposals for retail outlets and the nursery 
business. On this basis alone permission should not be granted, however I also object on the 
following grounds: 
 
Adequacy of Parking/Loading/Turning - for a site that plans to employ over 1000 people, it is 
naïve or a wilful disregard for reality to propose 346 parking spaces as sufficient. The office site 
next to Asda has woefully insufficient parking, with a third to half the cars brought on to the site 
unable to park in provisioned places, causing imaginative and often illegal use of the surrounding 
paving.  



 
The proposal states the proposed Aldi will receive deliveries via a large HGV once per day, with 
two a day at peak times such as Christmas and Easter (per the Delivery Management Plan). The 
proposal states that deliveries will be planned to ensure only one vehicle will be on site at a time. 
This again shows a lack of foresight not to accommodate the idea (and plan for the eventuality) 
that if there is an expectation of two deliveries a day, there may be two HGV's on site at the same 
time, and that neither of these deliveries will coincide with a refuse collection, which will require 
access to the same side of the building. The requirement of a pedestrian marshall to guide large 
vehicles through a car park highlights the poor quality of this plan.  
 
Highway safety - there is no plan here to integrate this site into the wider area. If pedestrians 
were to leave the site - site employees who are not parked on site, or children attending the 
nursery for example - the crossing places over Grovefield Way are not adequate given the 
increase in traffic and the 40mph speed limit on this road. The extra, continual traffic produced by 
the Costa and Aldi will make this situation worse.  
 
Traffic Generation - the site will generate a large increase in traffic in the area with no proposals 
as to how adjoining roads and junctions will cope. The site itself will not be able to cope with the 
volume of parked traffic, again, less than 350 parking spaces for the proposed number of people 
employed on the site is inadequate. This will create and compound parking issues in the local 
residential area already well documented here and elsewhere. 
 
Layout and Density of Building - the layout of the proposal puts the Nursery in a position where a 
large proportion of road traffic on the site will pass it on one side and the vehicles Aldi customers 
will be driving and parking on the opposite side. Children and staff attending the Nursery will be 
subjected to day long noise and air pollution. If there is need of a nursery on this site, it would be 
much better placed out of the way, for example at the western end of the site. 
 
Road Access - There is no provision to adequately control traffic turning right into the site (where 
the majority of traffic will come from) other than a filter lane that accommodates approx 6 cars. 
This will not be sufficient at peak times, if at all. Traffic already significantly builds up when cars 
want to turn right onto North Road West at peak times. The exit/entry point of the proposed site 
will duplicate and compound this issue. 
 
   

19 Grace Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QE 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
I wish to object to the planning application on the following grounds: 
 
1. Impact to Highways and Local Traffic 
 
Since moving to the local area 10 years ago we have seen a substantial rise in traffic volume, 
noise and pollution on Hatherley Lane. This has largely been caused by the developments at 
Asda, Home Bargains and BMW. My concerns with the Traffic Assessment (Ref: 
TRANSPORT_ASSESSMENT_TEXT_FIGURES-874168.pdf) submitted as part of the application 
are as follows: 
 
a) The survey, conducted between 06th - 12th July 2016 took place nearly 2 years ago and fails 
to take into account the increased traffic resulting from BMW as well as more recent traffic trends.  
 
b) Whilst the paper acknowledges that the survey concluded 9 working days before the start of 
the Gloucestershire County Council school holidays, it fails to highlight that it took place during 
the holiday period for independent schools. It also fails to recognise that this is a popular holiday 



period for people without dependents of school age. I believe that this would have a statistically 
significant impact on the numbers presented. 
 
My conclusion from observations a) and b) are that the data is not a reliable source upon which to 
make a decision and that a new survey should be undertaken.  
 
c) I strongly object to the assumption that the proposed development "will not have a material 
impact on the operation of the local highway network during the weekday AM and PM peak 
hours" (6.2). I believe that the impact of the 'Costa Drive Thru' has been significantly under 
estimated in the paper. From my experience, I belive it is likely that many commuters will divert 
their journeys to obtain a coffee using the proposed 'drive thru' facility before proceeding to their 
place of work. Many will then continue into Cheltenham via Hatherley Lane (or other local routes 
which avoid having to queue to re-join the A40 at the Arle Court roundabout). This will affect local 
traffic across the wider local area (e.g. Hatherley, Warden Hill). I also believe it likely that many 
contractors working at GCHQ who park at B&Q or the Arle Court Park and Ride facility, will 
decide to extend their journey by a few extra minutes to purchase a coffee before parking. Each 
person that does this will effectively use the 'B&Q' roundabout twice (once on their way through, 
and again when they return to park for the day).  
 
For those people that do not realise how popular Costa Drive Thru's are then I recommend 
looking at the Lydiard Fields Business Park near J16 of the M4 which has a constant stream of 
traffic and queues during the AM rush hour and lunchtime each week day.  
 
2. The local 'need' for the facilities. 
 
I do not believe there is a local need for a majority of the services proposed within this 
development. 
 
a) Costa Drive Thru - as the name implies, the facility is there to encourage people to drive to it 
and is therefore of little attraction to the local population, cyclists or bus users. The area is 
already well served by the local Asda cafe, KFC, Harvester and the burger van in the B&Q car 
park. 
 
b) Aldi Supermarket - the local area already contains a variety of supermarkets. Asda, Home 
Bargains and Morrisons all lie within the immediate area. Within a 5-mile radius there are large 
supermarkets in the form of Tesco, Sainsbury's, Waitrose and Aldi. A wide range of additional 
choices are also available through online grocery shopping. 
 
c) Office Space - the 'Pure Offices' located in the Asda development are still advertising office 
space several years after opening so I fail to understand how there can be a need for additional 
facilities of this type. 
 
Comments: 22nd September 2018 
I wish to object to the planning application on the following grounds: 
 
1. Impact to Highways 
Since moving to the local area 10 years ago we have see a substantial rise in traffic volume, 
noise and pollution on Hatherley Lane. This has largely been caused by the developments at 
Asda, Home Bargains and BMW. My concerns with the the Traffic Assessment (Ref: 
TRANSPORT_ASSESSMENT_TEXT_FIGURES-874168.pdf) submitted as part of the application 
are as follows: 
 
a) The survey, conducted between 06th - 12th July 2016 took place nearly 2 years ago and fails 
to take into account the increased traffic resulting from BMW as well as more recent traffic trends.  
 
b) Whilst the paper acknowledges that the survey concluded 9 working days before the start of 
the Gloucestershire County Council school holidays, it fails to highlight that it took place during 



the holiday period for independent schools. It also fails to recognise that this is a popular holiday 
period for people without dependents of school age. I believe that this would have a statistically 
significant impact on the numbers presented. 
 
My conclusion from observations a) and b) are that the data is not a reliable source upon which to 
make a decision and that a new survey should be undertaken.  
 
2. The local 'need' for the facilities. 
I do not believe there is a local need for a majority of the services proposed within this 
development. 
 
a) Aldi Supermarket - the local area already contains a variety of supermarkets. Asda, Home 
Bargains and Morrisons all lie within the immediate area. Within a 5 mile radius there are large 
supermarkets in the form of Tesco, Sainsbury's, Waitrose and Aldi. A wide range of additional 
choices are also available through online grocery shopping. 
 
b) Office Space - the 'Pure Offices' located in the Asda development are still advertising office 
space. We do not need yet more unused office space.  
 
c) Whilst I welcome the removal of the Costa Drive Thru, what protections are in place to prevent 
one of the offices being 're-purposed' in the future to allow for this via the back door? 
 
   

42 Grace Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QE 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
I am surprised and disappointed this planning application is even being considered. The initial 
one was reviewed by many locals who complained on a number of issues, and many will be 
surprised it has appeared again so quickly. How many times can this be repeated? Until 
everyone is worn down? 
 
This should not be allowed to continue, the size of buildings is huge, the traffic will increase totally 
beyond what the roads are able to handle. At peak times the roads are unable to handle the 
current traffic, and this will make all that much worse. 
 
Car parking allocation is never enough, the Pure Offices have one parking place per office, where 
4 - 6 people may work, maybe the council is suggesting jobs are allocated according to 
someones current location and not ability to perform the job? Where do these cars park? The 
park and ride and surrounding areas are getting more parked up, this will expand the area where 
cars are parking on roads and causing issues with the traffic flow.  
 
This is green belt area and should stay as such. 
Really? Does Cheltenham really need another coffee shop, and another supermarket in such a 
small area, this would be the third.  
 
This was rejected before and should be again, there is nothing to indicate the proposal has been 
suitably altered to allow it to proceed - after all the same units are being requested. 
 
Comments: 30th September 2018 
Having previously objected I am writing to confirm my continued objection of the revised plans. 
 
The development would increase traffic flow and pollution 
 



A supermarket would divert custom from other local options so overall no increase of sales just 
spread out 
 
A nursery should not be built close to large roads including the motorway for health reasons 
 
There are unused offices available at Pure offices 
 
This request should again be rejected. 
 
   

44 Cleevelands Drive 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL50 4QB 
 

 

Comments: 14th June 2018 
Although not a resident in the area we are concerned about this unnecessary development on 
Green Belt land.  
 
We regularly visit our family who live in North Road West and this is already a busy road made 
more hazardous by people from BMW parking along it. This problem will only increase with 
further development. The planned development is an unnecessary use of Green Belt land. There 
are enough supermarkets in the area and fast food outlets. 
 
There is a wonderful local playgroup which makes good use of the modern community hall built 
for the area. 
 
We both strongly object to this application. 
 
   

10 North Road West 
 

 

Comments: 4th June 2018 
With respect to the proposed development near the BMW garage off Grovefield way I'd like to 
make the following comments. There have been many emails I've sent in regarding this - so 
please assume ALL previous emails/objections/notifications on file still should be considered by 
the planning department. Of particular note: 
 
 - North Road West - this is a 50mph road that is becoming a car park at times and is the main 
pedestrian access route to the community centre. Please consider the dangers of resident's cars 
pulling out and pedestrians having to walk on the road (as the parked cars often use up the 
pavement) 
 
Note: - yes *I* know the residential part of the road is only 30mph - but it evidence shows that 
other drivers don't! 
 
 - I was pleased to see there was (was appears to be) a tree line between North Road West and 
the development and the delivery areas for the nearest shop do not appear to be on the 'resident-
side' of the shop. However this 'tree line' seems to be a climb down from the earthworks+treeline 
promised originally. I would like to have a earth mound protecting visual amenity - instead of 
relying on just sparse trees. As I understand the BMW development (unsurprisingly) cut down 
some trees that they didn't particularly like. Please assume any other commercial property will 
take a similar attitude towards residents' interests. And earth mound provides more assurance 
that the developers won't make their promises to get planning permission and 'conveniently' 
forget them a few years later. 
 
 



   
62 Greatfield Lane 
Up Hatherley 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 3QU 
 

 

Comments: 4th June 2018 
Letter attached.  
 
Comments: 5th October 2018 
Letter attached.  
 
   

5 Shakespeare Cottages 
North Road West 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
GL51 6RF 
 

 

Comments: 7th June 2018 
Letter attached.  
 
Comments: 8th October 2018 
Letter attached.  
 
   

18 St James South  
1 Jessop Avenue 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL50 3SP 
 

 

Comments: 7th June 2018 
Letter attached.  
 
   

3 Rhapsody Court 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6GD 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
There is no need for a new nursery. An excellent playgroup exists on North Rd East, which 
currently has spaces for new children. A new nursery may pose a threat to the continued running 
of this one, which would be a great loss to the community. 
 
There are already bad safety issues caused by staff at BMW parking in nearby streets as well as 
members of the public test driving vehicals without care and at excessive speeds along 
Grovefield Way and Cold Pool Lane. 
 
The roundabout at B&Q already becomes very congested at rush hour and this will be made 
worse by new places of employment being out on this site. 
 
 
 
   



44 Grace Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QE 
 

 

Comments: 13th June 2018 
The server has been unavailable for 2 evenings and I am therefore lodging my objection on this 
form. Please can you acknowledge receipt of this.  
 
I object to the planning application as follows  
 
1. Green belt errosion  
 
2. Current planning permission is for B1 employment development only. The Aldi development is 
categorised as A1 which should not be allowed.  
 
3. There is insufficient parking on the proposed development for the B1 offices which will have a 
negative impact on local roads and the Park and Ride, there is already an issue with this and the 
proposed development will make this worse.  
 
4. There eould be increased congestion on already very busy roads. There are already Asda and 
Morrisons supermarkets in the vicinity and therefore another Aldi supermarket is not necessary. 
 
     

Cooinda  
Old Reddings Road 
Cheltenham 
GL51 6RZ 
 

 

Comments: 13th June 2018 
We write to voice our objections to the above application.  
 
We would support wholeheartedly and reiterate all points raised by the Reddings Residents 
Association's objections written on behalf of the Reddings community. 
 
In particular the fact that traffic volume on Grovefield way, the BQ roundabout and Arle Court 
roundabout is already at saturation point. Consequent increased pollution also needs to be 
considered.  
 
Further development in the area is totally unnecessary and a duplication of existing facilities. It 
will exacerbate the above issues and impact on the community's health and ability to conduct 
normal day to day activities. 
 
   

17 Grace Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QE 
 

 

Comments: 14th June 2018 
I object to this application. 
 
The increase in road and noise pollution for the area will increase significantly. We already see 
Hatherley Lane being used as a rat run with a significant increase in traffic since the Asda and 
BMW developments. I also see increasingly dangerous parking in Hatherley Lane as a result of 
these most recent developments that will only get worse with this proposed development. 
 



I also note the Arle Court roundabout will be operating at over 100% capacity should these 
developments progress. There is no clear plan to address this and the impact on local residents. 
 
Does Cheltenham need another Costa Coffee? Do we need another supermarket within striking 
distance of Asda and Morrisons? In my opinion absolutely not. 
 
This is greenbelt land on a side of Cheltenham that has a derth of greenery. 
 
Comments: 6th October 2018 
I write to raise my objection to the updated proposed planning application. 
 
I do not consider any of my previous objections have been taken into consideration with this 
revised planning application. 
 
My immediate objection is to the lack of a thorough and realistic infrastructure and traffic plan. 
Since the development of Asda and BMW in the area the Park & Ride and Arle Court 
roundabouts have seen a significant increase in capacity. This means at many times throughout 
the day, and most noticeably during rush hour both of these roundabouts are log-jammed. 
 
This application does not address the increase in traffic that will result and this will cause a knock 
on detrimental impact on the local community - from traffic and noise pollution. 
 
Additionally, the applicant's transport analysis predicts up to 282 arrivals and departures every 
hour at Aldi. Much of this is predicted at the weekend and evenings. How will these fit adequately 
into the 102 car parking spaces being provided? 
 
The local area and roads will be impacted from this additional volume of traffic and parking will no 
doubt occur on the local residents streets. 
 
   

26 Egdon Crescent  
Badgeworth  
Cheltenham  
GL51 6GF 
 

 

Comments: 21st June 2018 
I find it firstly arrogant and disrespectful that this application has again been put forward despite 
being rejected for very valid and sensible reasons, not so long ago.   
 
This proposal will increase traffic congestion, pollution and noise.  Traffic at the Arle court 
roundabout is practically at a standstill during peak times.  I avoid that route because of this and 
drive down Cold Pool Lane instead.  Traffic down this lane is growing, which no doubt local 
residents are not enamoured about for the same reasons.   Traffic speed is also noticeably 
increasing down Grovefield way.  With further businesses being proposed, late opening of Costa 
and a supermarket.  This will result in traffic and noise late at night and early morning due to 
customers and delivery lorries, 7 days a week. 
 
With the nation in the grip of a Diabetes Type 2 epidemic and rising obesity.  Building a drive 
through eating place selling high calorie Latte's and muffins is also not beneficial for the health of 
the population.  Though with the heavy traffic, it is likely consumers will need to park in local 
streets, like BMW staff are doing due to inadequate parking spaces (Arle court park and ride 
always full) and have to walk to Costa.  
 
We already have two supermarkets in the area and other stores/ eating places which is more 
than adequate.  Another is not only unnecessary, but it will take business away from established 
businesses,  and small local shops such as Springfield Stores.  This will not only put local 



employment at risk, but it will discourage people from going to the town centre, having a further 
detrimental effect on businesses there. 
 
There are already office buildings not occupied next to Asda, so why do we need more ? Is this 
just a ploy to turn them into something else if no occupiers are found ? 
 
I also doubt the planned landscaping will provide any screen visually or audibly from the 
proposed buildings. 
 
   

1 Shakespeare Cottages 
North Road West 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
GL51 6RF 
 

 

Comments: 5th June 2018 
Letter attached.  
 
Comments: 2nd October 2018 
Letter attached.  
 
   

6 Frampton Mews 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6UG 
 

 

  Comments: 11th June 2018 
I object the proposed development due to concern about the already heavy traffic which will 
increase, increased noise for local residents, and the subsequent increase in pollution.  
 
Grovefield Way and the Arle Court roundabout are already extremely busy, and further traffic 
which would be caused by the Aldi and Costa in particular will make the area dangerous. 
 
Comments: 4th October 2018 
The new proposal still does not address any of the main issues that the new development would 
cause to residents, competitor businesses, wildlife, and safety of pedestrians and cyclists. The 
increased traffic in an area which is simply not designed to handle such traffic will be extremely 
dangerous for anyone nearby to or visiting the area. The Greenbelt will be destroyed. Local 
residents will suffer from increased noise, pollution, light, and lack of parking, as it is clear that the 
proposed site does not have adequate parking for what it is intended for. The roads are already 
chaotic and dangerous due to volume of traffic and inadequate parking provided by BMW, and 
this development would add to the problem. I also cannot understand how a nursery would be 
justified in a highly polluted area. Another food store is certainly not required with other stores in 
very close proximity, and neighbouring offices are not at capacity as it is. 
 
   

89 Redgrove Park 
Cheltenham 
GL51 6QZ 
 

 

Comments: 13th June 2018 
I object as this is an incursion into Greenbelt land, traffic infrastructure is already inadequate, 
noise, light and fume pollution will all be increased. 
. 



Recent developments in the area have already much increased the volume of traffic and in my 
personal experience, as a cyclist, there is also more frustration and risk taking by drivers of 
vehicles as they attempt to make progress. There have been serious accidents in recent years. 
 
I object because the infrastructure, including roads does not support the current traffic levels, 
especially at peak hours of shopping and commuting. 
 
   

3 Springfield Close 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6SE 
 

 

Comments: 19th June 2018 
Having spent a lot of time and effort trying to place my objections to the above application on the 
Planning Website I am, in desperation, e-mailing you with the request to place it on for me. 
 
This development, which has been turned down once, has been minimally tweaked, in order for 
re-submission. The previous objections all remain: 
 
- The traffic has actually become more of a problem since BMW development. Hatherley 

Lane/Hatherley Road is extremely congested at times, which as this road leads to the B and 
Q roundabout is adding to a traffic situation which is getting worse exponentially and will have 
life threatening outcomes. Please do consider the local traffic problem very carefully - this is a 
question of safety. 

 
- There is very little chance of increased employment, only a redistribution of personnel from 

other businesses. Another supermarket is really not necessary or wanted - and if permission 
is given now it does raise the question 'why'. 

 
There will not be a boost to local economy - these are international companies. 
 
The impact environmentally is horrendous - the water run off has become a huge problem to local 
farmers (please do ask them - there was a very distressed appeal by individuals and farmers at 
the Reddings Resident Meeting to oppose this development). 
 
The air quality which I understand has been measured and deemed good - well we can probably 
say goodbye to that if this development goes ahead. 
 
I think probably the only wildlife to prosper in this development will be of the rodent variety, a 
problem we really don't want increased! 
 
I would question the accuracy of the drawings we have seen; Aldi seems to have very few car 
parking spaces and indeed some massive trees!  
 
Really as a summary a cost benefit analysis of this application is that it does not benefit the 
population of Cheltenham at all; Aldi and Costa may benefit but at the expense of other 
businesses and is particularly harmful in terms of groundwater runoff, air quality and to the safety 
of other road users.  
 
Why would they re-apply, the problems that existed before are still there and I really hope that the 
Planning Committee do see and accept these problems. 
 
 
 
   



8 Orchard Close 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6LD 
 

 

Comments: 14th June 2018 
I think this planning application has been very poorly thought out and is in fact not a lot different 
to the original refused one.  
 
The addition of the BMW garage has already increased flooding in the area and lots of parking 
issues in the locality.  
 
This piece of land used to act as a soakaway and these plans will cause further flooding issues in 
the area.  
 
The supermarket and coffee shop will bring a new level of light pollution to the area and the 
economic research completed is nonsense at best showing how it will affect so many local jobs 
and further impact on local independent businesses. 
 
All of this is before we look at the loss of habitat for wildlife. 
 
   

Flowerdale House 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RL 
 

 

Comments: 2nd October 2018 
I have raised objections previously to all applications on this site from 2006. These are well 
documented in your records. 
 
Essentially this was a Green Belt site which formed part of the buffer between West Cheltenham 
and Churchdown. I know that this particular site was removed from the Green Belt earlier this 
year, but nonetheless the existing development of the BMW garage and the agreed low level B1 
Office development already agreed have had (and will have) a significant impact on the semi 
rural nature of The Reddings residential area. Further development is unwelcome and 
inappropriate 
 
A minor change to this controversial scheme to change a coffee shop to an office is distracting 
and is seen as taking the opportunity to evidence a decline in opposition to development on this 
site merely because, like me, fellow residents are tired of writing endless objections to this 
unnecessary process of extracting as much profit out of this site. I am fully expectant that if 
approved as B1 a change of use back to a coffee shop will be forthcoming. 
 
My objections remain as follows: 
 
1. Traffic - The SW Cheltenham Distributor Road (Grovefield Way) is unable to cope with current 
traffic levels at peak times 
 
2. Parking - the site allows insufficient parking for the current BMW workforce meaning they use 
up space in the free Park & Ride facility, clog up residential roads (impacting on local residents) 
or park on the bus stop and other gateways in Grovefield Way. 
 



3. Retail and subsequent anti-social hours - Any aspect of retail will have a significant impact on 
the lives of those who have lived for many years in the vicinity of this development through 
extended opening hours and deliveries.  
 
4. Environmental Issues - Removal of the natural screening on the site from both the A40 side 
and the Grovefield Way side has been detrimental to the local wildlife. In addition, extra hard 
surfacing has already led to well documented problems with localised "run-off" flooding. 
 
5. Job Creation - There are plenty of similar retail facilites within close proximity to this site (Asda, 
KFC, Morrisons and local stores in the Reddings, Hatherley and Benhall). Aldi will no doubt pick 
up business at the expense of Asda and Morrisons so any jobs created on this site will be 
nullified by loss of jobs at these other sites. 
 
6. The Reddings is a semi rural residential area as evidenced by the well used Community 
Centre which is immediately adjacent to this site. 
 
A low rise office development, whilst not welcomed, as already approved is the only acceptable 
solution to this site.  
 
If BMW do not want to develop out the existing B1 office planning permission then they should be 
encouraged to donate the site to the local authority to allow for a much needed expansion of the 
Park & Ride facility. This will encourage more people to use this service and help to prevent the 
death of Cheltenham Town Centre through the difficulties created by closing Boots Corner and 
the significant reduction in town centre facilities for parking cars. 
 
Please refuse all further applications on this site. As a council you must insist that the current 
development is built out within the current period of permission or the permission should be 
withdrawn 
 
   

3 Loweswater Road 
Cheltenham 
GL51 3AZ 
 

 

  Comments: 29th May 2018 
I write to raise objection to the application by Hinton Properties (Grovefield Way) Ltd with regards 
to Land at Grovefield way. 
 
The site was granted at appeal in 2006 B1 status along with a extension to the park and ride at 
the end of Grovefield Way. 
At the time of the initial application the land fell into Greenbelt, Greenbelt are areas set up around 
towns, cities and large built up areas with the primary objective to prevent urban sprawl by 
leaving the land undeveloped. 
 
The Planning Inspector decided that Greenbelt in this instance was not sacrosanct and allowed 
B1 use although  the primary objective of this Greenbelt is to prevent Cheltenham town joining 
Gloucester City. 
 
The permission granted at that time in 2006, at appeal was for B1 use (Offices) and although 
tearing up the Greenbelt for speculative development is hard to understand the inspector at that 
time had his reasons for doing so. 
 
Since that time some 12 years ago we have not seen any works to construct Offices other than 
BMW's showroom where vehicle manufacture and repair would typically fall under this category, 
with vehicle repair shops being classified in a similar fashion to a light industrial unit, which mixes 
an industrial area with an office area too. 
 



The new BMW showroom does not really add to employment in the area, all it does is to bring the 
operation at Tewkesbury Road, Cheltenham (3 miles away) and Coles Avenue, Gloucester (9 
miles away) together. The employees at Coles Avenue have to commute further to work. 
 
If we consider the office stock in Cheltenham the majority of it had been modified Georgian 
building which although were used are not suitable for modern A1 open plan offices, these older 
offices have been or are in the progress of being converted to retirement and nursing homes. 
 
The former Spirax Sarco, Kraft and Chelsea Building Society sites to name a few. 
 
The EPC (Energy Performance Certificates) for older properties have been regulated to a degree 
that any property falling into category F and G will require improvement prior to being let, this 
threshold will rise to category E in 2023. 
Returns on high investment to comply as an commercial office have led to these properties being 
converted to retirement/nursing homes. 
 
Looking at small offices and serviced offices they are quite abundant in Cheltenham but new A1 
quality offices there is only one being constructed in Jessophs avenue due to be completed in the 
first quarter of 2019. 
 
If a company choose to relocate, centralise or set up a regional office in Cheltenham then the 
offices on offer to fulfill this purpose are next to zero. 
 
Unless land is set aside and offices built the status quo will remain, the previous Planning 
Inspector in hindsight may have taken this view, in turning over the use of Greenbelt. 
 
The current application is for mixed use and examining each one in turn is there a demand for 
these services. 
 
Child day nursery, there is a day nursery operating opposite the site, again this is not B1 use and 
will likely have an effect on the existing Nursery. 
 
Supermarket, we have a large supermarket adjacent to the site and another less than 2 miles 
away along with a number of convenience stores, again this is not B1 use, It is likely to lead to 
more traffic in an already gridlocked area by diverting users of Aldi  who live this side of town to it. 
 
There is no guarantee that Aldi will not simply close the other site in Cheltenham having obtained 
a bespoke premises. 
Drive through Coffee shops, we have a number of coffee shops located in supermarkets adjacent 
to the site and DIY stores, again this is not B1 use. Drive through tend to end up polluting other 
properties, one cannot drive a car and drink a hot cup of coffee so clients will drive to the nearest 
layby or free car park e.g B&Q, Asda, drink their coffee and abandon the cup. 
 
As I have seen with drive through fast food outlets you do not have to drive very far to find the 
discarded cartons. 
Hinton Properties (Grovefield Way) Ltd have through the appeal process obtained planning 
permission for B1 usage on the grounds of employment and 12 years later have not showed that 
B1 usage was not attainable. 
 
There is no empty office block that has remained empty on that site for this period of time, surely 
if it was built (and they have planning permission for it) then this would of only added some 
weight to their application. 
 
The hybrid scheme appears to be planning by stealth, this being force through an application at 
appeal by using land for employment then look for an end user and apply for a change of use. 
 



If we allow this application to go through where will new quality A1 offices be built, do we simply 
assign more Greenbelt to fulfil this requirement. 
 
The Joint Core Strategy Plan ( Tewkesbury, Cheltenham and Gloucester) has included this site 
as New Employment Development. 
 
NEW EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT 
3.18. Though the emphasis of the Cheltenham Plan's employment strategy is to safeguard 
relevant sites and premises from inappropriate changes of use, the Plan is also making a small 
number of employment allocations within the Principal Urban Area. In this way, it is intended to 
provide further certainty as to where traditional B class employment activities will be concentrated 
whilst also providing a greater degree of choice and flexibility to the market. 
 
3.19. Each of these employment allocations is considered to be a key employment site and upon 
completion of built development will be safeguarded from inappropriate changes of use by Policy 
EM1. It is also intended that land within Cheltenham Borough that is subject to the strategic 
employment allocations made through the emerging Gloucester, Cheltenham and Tewkesbury 
Joint Core Strategy, namely, land at West Cheltenham and land at North West Cheltenham will 
be safeguarded by Policy EM1 on completion of any relevant development. 
 
GROVEFIELD WAY (E3) 
3.22. The site occupies a flat parcel of land to the north-west of Grovefield Way, The Reddings on 
the western periphery of Cheltenham. It lies immediately west of the Gloucestershire County 
Council Park & Ride facility at Arle Court and is extremely well connected to the strategic highway 
network along the A40 and to J11 of the M5. Measuring approximately 6.4ha, the allocation 
provides an opportunity for the establishment of a modern business environment at an important 
gateway location. The site can be categorised as greenfield and currently benefits from an extant 
planning consent for B1 employment uses. The Principal Urban Area is being amended to 
accommodate this allocation and part of the site already houses a flagship car dealership.  
 
3.23. The development or change of use of land for new employment uses at locations not 
specifically covered by the Cheltenham Plan will be permitted where the proposals accord with 
Policies SD1 and SD2 of the Gloucester, Cheltenham and Tewkesbury Joint Core Strategy. 
 
To allow change of use to this site will simply be tearing up the JCS Plan that has taken hours of 
hard work over many years to put together. 
 
Comments: 3rd October 2018 
The Developer applied for Office use on greenbelt land that was rejected by Cheltenham 
Borough Council (CBC), the Developer then took the case to planning appeal where the Planning 
Inspector overturned CBC decision supporting Offices as proposed by the Developer. 
 
Cheltenham had a lot of office space that had been former residential houses extended and 
converted in the 1960s; this office space was not A1 quality offices space. 
 
There is an every increasing demand to improve the energy efficiency in offices and currently 
every office must have an Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) allowing it to be let. 
 
As time passes the level of energy conservation is increased forcing property owners to invest in 
the infrastructure of these buildings to enable them to be let. 
 
Cost to enable a building to be raised to a level to be let can be expensive leading to property to 
be sold and converted to residential and nursing homes, examples of theses are Thirlestaine 
Hall, Kraft Foods, Spirax Sarco to name a few. 
 



A quick look for office space on the internet hones down to Jessophs Avenue where a new office 
block is currently being completed, others viewed on the web show old office stock which has 
been refurbished unlike modern open plan floor space. 
 
Any company looking to relocate or set up in Cheltenham has little or no choice, the Planning 
Inspector decision to overturn greenbelt may be lamented but there are some positive aspects 
being located to a park and ride. 
 
The Developer's initial application was for Offices and if the Developer had applied for Offices, a 
Supermarket, day Nursery and drive through coffee shop would the appeals inspector not have 
rejected it out of hand? 
 
Since the appeal the Developer has only constructed BMW office and it would appear that he is 
seeking to find tenants to occupy plots on this land as oppose to building the offices that 
permission has been granted for. 
 
There is little or no A1 quality office space in Cheltenham and this site has been ear marked for 
office space, if we allow this land to be used for other usage where do we put new offices, do we 
simple put them on more green belt. 
 
Years have passed since permission was granted and there are NO empty new offices on the 
site, Cheltenham needs new A1 quality to replace the old stock which has been removed from 
the market place for other uses, for now and for the future. 
 
No company who wishes to start-up, relocate or expand their business is likely to sit on the side 
lines and wait until such a time as a tender and construction process takes place when there are 
new empty office buildings to be had in other locations. 
 
   

14 Greenmeadows Park, 
Bamfurlong Lane 
Staverton 
Cheltenham 
GL51 6SN 
 

 

Comments: 19th September 2018 
I wish to register my strongest objection to the second application (Hybrid Application) for 
commercial and retail use at North Road West and Grovefield Way, Cheltenham. 
 
I live nearby and use the roads around this site for walking/cycling and have been enjoying the 
open space. This part of the countryside is also obviously inhabited by wildlife and should not be 
eroded any further just to provide an unwanted development. 
 
I thought that the original application was firmly rejected by Cheltenham Borough Council in 
December 2017 and there should be no other reasons put forward by the developers that this 
original decision should be reversed. 
 
Here are my reasons for objecting:  
 
Traffic - Nothing has been done to ease the congestion of traffic around the BMW development 
and is chaotic at the Arle Court roundabout and Grovefield Way. Further congestion will obviously 
be incurred in this area and also into North Road West. More stationary traffic will produce toxic 
air in and around the area especially near to the children's nursery. 
 
Aldi /Costa- Simply Cheltenham do not need any more Costas and certainly no more 
supermarkets. There is enough already and many within that area. 
 



Happy Days Nursery - This proposed development will add to the traffic problem as parents have 
to drive-in/out to drop/pick the children. Has the Council considered not only this problem but also 
the safety aspects of allowing more traffic outside of this children's nursery? 
 
Absolutely no need for new office developments. Plenty of empty sites in and around Cheltenham 
 
More waste will be seen in and around the area if this application succeeds. 
 
Therefore please note that I wholly and utterly disagree with the proposed development. I hope 
that Cheltenham Borough Council will see that the development is neither wanted,never 
requested, nor needed, and will respect and support the wishes of local residents who 
overwhelmingly do not want the development. 
 
It should be rejected 
 
   

Southpark Cottage 
Chargrove Lane 
Shurdington 
Gloucestershire 
GL514XD 
 

 

Comments: 6th October 2018 
I wish to register my objection to planning application 18/01004/FUL under the following points. 
1. The extended development (bolting onto the Vast BMW site, will have severe and adverse 

effect on residents quality of life. This being easily observed by the near gridlock of traffic at 
rush hour times and indescriminate parking by employees when places of employment make 
no facility for staff to park. 
 

2. A Nursery, REALLY? How unhealthy plan is that for our young persons of the future, sure! 
Developers go ahead whilst counting your profits, while these youngsters have a possibly 
shortened life through respiratory problems. 

 
I respectly request planning officers to reject development of this site at the earliest instance. 
 
   

Pegasus Group 
Pavilion Court 
Green Lane 
Garforth 
Leeds 
LS25 2AF 
 

 

Comments: 21st June 2018 
Letter attached.  
 
   

15 The Grove 
Kettering 
NN15 7QQ 
 

 

Comments: 21st June 2018 
I will shortly be moving into Cheltenham and wish to object to the above hybrid planning 
application for the following reasons: 
 
1. Development of a greenfield site. It does not seem to me that there is sufficient demonstration 

of need for more employment which is one of the "very special circumstances" in which green 



field development is ever permissible. Office space that has been built as part of the ASDA 
development is still empty - why therefore build yet more? Is another nursery needed when 
there is at least one other in the immediate vicinity? And how much demand is there for a 
drive through coffee shop which is probably also going to generate more litter, of which there 
is already a vast amount all along the A40 leading into Cheltenham.  

 
2. Over supply of retail provision - is there a need for another Aldi store when the existing one 

on the Tewkesbury Road has been considerably extended? Is yet another supermarket 
needed when there is already a Morrisons and Asda in the area? The proposed development 
will mean that there will be traffic movements from 5.30am to after 11pm - this cannot be 
acceptable in a residential area.  

 
3. The proposed development will generate yet more noise, pollution and congestion in an area 

which has seen a very considerable increase in all three since the development of B and Q, 
Asda, KFC and other retail development. Following these developments and despite 
assurances that traffic calming and management measures that were part of their planning 
approval would be put in place, none have been implemented and the situation will worsen 
with the new proposed hybrid development. The air quality in the area is already poor and the 
proposed development will add to this. In addition, from a planning perspective, it seems to 
me that the roads and infrastructure in the area are simply not up to job of supporting the size 
and nature of the proposed development. Hatherley Lane is severely congested much of the 
time with traffic backing up on all roads leading to the park and ride roundabout and more 
development will intensify this problem. I understand that the capacity of the roundabout 
(already almost at its maximum) could increase to between 103 and 187%. The impact on 
existing housing and residents in terms of access and quality of life will be detrimental, the 
risk and impact of flooding will increase and the effect on wildlife and biodiversity will be 
negative.  

 
4. Parking - there is already a big problem with parking along Hatherley Lane. The limited 

restrictions that have been introduced in the last year or so were the result of a long campaign 
by local residents and have really only tinkered at the edges of the problem. This will worsen 
with the arrival of yet more retail outlets and office space as it seems that there is never 
enough parking provided for any new development and the overflow simply displaces into the 
surrounding neighbourhood. In addition, the proposed development will put even more 
pressure on the Park and Ride car park which is already used regularly by employees of the 
BMW site ( I understand that, incomprehensibly, their employees are not allowed to park on 
their site),  GCHQ and other businesses along the Hatherley Lane. These employees regard 
the Park and Ride as a free car park and this severely limits its use for bona fide park and 
riders.  The proposed development is bound to generate more misuse of the car park. 

 
The proposed development is clearly in contravention of Local Plan Policy CP3 which seeks to 
promote sustainable environments. It will harm the setting of Cheltenham and the landscape and 
will not enhance the built environment or promote biodiversity. I submit that the proposed hybrid 
planning application is refused.  
 
Comments: 9th October 2018 
I wish to object to the above planning application  
  
1. Development of a greenfield site. It does not seem to me that there is sufficient demonstration 

of need for more employment which is one of the "very special circumstances" in which green 
field development is ever permissible. Some of the office space that has been built as part of 
the ASDA development is still empty - why therefore build yet more? Is another nursery 
needed when there is at least one other in the immediate vicinity?  

 
2. Over supply of retail provision - is there a need for another Aldi store when the existing one 

on the Tewkesbury Road has been considerably extended? Is yet another supermarket 
needed when there is already a Morrisons and Asda in the area? The introduction of Aldi will 



simply increase the competition for a finite number of shoppers with the effect that the net 
employment gain will probably be very low as the other, existing supermarkets are forced to 
reduce their staff numbers in response to reduced footfall. Indeed the financial forecast in the 
application is based on displacement of shoppers from Asda and Morrisons.  

 
3. The proposed development will generate yet more noise, pollution and congestion in an area 

which has seen a very considerable increase in all three since the development of B and Q, 
Asda, KFC and other retail development. There has been a very considerable rise in traffic in 
the Hatherley Lane area, particularly since Asda opened. Despite assurances that traffic 
calming and management measures would be put in place, none have been implemented and 
the situation will worsen with the proposed development.  How will increased pollution levels 
be monitored and managed? Is it appropriate that a nursery is part of this development with 
all its added pollution, noise and traffic? 

 
4. The application includes predictions of up to 282 vehicle movements per hour for much of the 

weekend in a car park that will have 102 spaces. Just how will this work and how will the Arle 
Court roundabout cope with this? It is already extremely difficult to get onto the roundabout 
from the feeder roads at peak work times and now it seems there will be increased 
congestion at weekends as well.  

 
5. The roads and infrastructure in the area are simply not up to job of supporting the size and 

nature of the proposed development. The impact on existing housing and residents in terms 
of access and quality of life will be detrimental, the risk and impact of flooding will increase 
and the effect on wildlife and biodiversity will be negative.  

 
6. Parking - there is already a big problem with parking along Hatherley Lane which made 

manoeuvring out of Wade Court difficult and dangerous. The very limited restrictions that 
have been introduced in the last year or so were the result of a long campaign by local 
residents and have really only tinkered at the edges of the problem. This will worsen with the 
arrival of yet more retail outlets and office space as it seems that there is never enough 
parking provided for any new development and the overflow simply displaces into the 
surrounding neighbourhood. In addition, the proposed development will put even more 
pressure on the Park and Ride car park which is already used regularly by employees of the 
BMW site (I understand that, incomprehensibly, their employees are not allowed to park on 
the site), GCHQ and other businesses along the Hatherley Lane. These employees regard 
the Park and Ride as a free car park and this severely limits its use for bona fide park and 
riders like me.  The proposed development is bound to generate more misuse of the car park. 

 
7. The proposed development is clearly in contravention of Local Plan Policy CP3 which seeks 

to promote sustainable environments. It will harm the setting of Cheltenham and the 
landscape and will not enhance the built environment or promote biodiversity. I submit that 
the proposed  hybrid planning application is refused 

 
   

Tara 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RY 
 

 

Comments: 27th June 2018 
Letter attached.  
 
   

17 Barrington Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 

 



Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TY 
 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
I am registering my objection to the new proposal for the above development, which still includes 
an Aldi supermarket, which is not necessary as we have an Asda and Home Bargains which 
already supply our needs, and which would suffer from the competition. 
 
The Costa Coffee outlet included in the new proposal is unnecessary as Asda already has a cafe 
which provides this.  
 
The Childrens nursery, also included is not needed , as we already have an established one in 
the community centre, employing local residents, which is quite adequate .  
 
Obviously, highway safety , traffic generation, noise and disturbance resulting from use, and road 
access would be compromised, as it has already been since the adjacent BMW showroom was 
built. 
 
   

6 Old Reddings Close 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6SD 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
There is a multitude of reasons why the application conflicts with policies, namely Retail, Local, 
Greenbelt and the NPPF. 
 
Reports previously submitted are now significantly out-of-date and use old, flawed data. The 
application is not consistent with either the Local Plan ( not yet finalised) and is contrary to the 
current retained Retail Plan.  
 
The reports were drafted before the current editions of the Local Plan and JCS.  
 
 Objection reports were filed by other traffic and planning consultants in respect of the previous 
application. These refute many of the applicant's reports, conclusions and claims. The applicant 
reports in support of this application do not address them. 
 
 This proposal is very different to a B1-only proposal inasmuch as offices are likely to be 
operating at capacity 5 days per week, 08:00 to 18:00 hours with predictable traffic flows at finite 
periods. Retail will be 7 days per week, 05:30 to 23:00 hours with 24 hours per day intense 
lighting and very variable traffic flows all day and every day. Also, further light pollution from 
vehicle headlights shining into windows at all hours would occur. 
 
Traffic was previously bad, and is now considerably worse following the BMW being opened in 
August 2017. Traffic fumes are very noticeable due to the standing traffic and yet it is proposed to 
build a pre-school nursery in the middle of it. What of the health risks to the children, residents 
and drivers who are now in stationary traffic? How is this being assessed? The applicant fails to 
do so in the documents submitted. This was a significant concern for the planning committee. 
 
Acoustic background noise from stationary traffic and deliveries and vehicle movements around 
the site will increase significantly compared to the extant B1 permission. The problem is 
compounded by the applicant having previously felled much of the tree and vegetation screening 
along the A40 and Grovefield Way to display their BMW building. 
  



 The applicant's projected full time B Class job numbers are misleading and use incorrect 
numbers. 
 
 The very special circumstances in 2007 were to permit the use of premier Greenbelt land for 
employment purposes with the creation of high value B1 jobs on a large site. The BMW 
development has already removed over 33% of the original site area available and created few, if 
any, new full time jobs.. 
 
 Altering the site contours and stockpiling of soil from the BMW development has altered the 
historic ability of the site to absorb storm water run-off from Grovefield Way. This is causing 
flooding to local houses. The proposed development must account for this water in their designs, 
having already realigned the entrance road, and missing the chance to improve the highway 
drainage whilst doing so. The land is low lying and surrounded now by roads destroying the 
original drainage system.A local spring has also changed course and is causing continuous 
damage to the adjoining highway "North Road West". 
 
 The proposal is not appropriate development in the Greenbelt.  
 
The development does not pass the sequential test because The Reddings area is not 
recognised in the policies retained in the Local Plan. The NPPF clearly states that if the 
sequential test is failed, permission should be refused. The sequential test is undoubtedly failed.  
 
 It is clear from the applicant's own economic analysis that a combined loss of turnover to 
Morrisons, Asda and "other" local stores of £6.89m will occur. That represents existing jobs and 
shops in the local community that will be lost. 
 
The draft unilateral undertaking by the developer on the previous application does not offer 
adequate security that the whole site will not become a retail park by stealth. Indeed, on the 
applicant's own Design and Access statement it congratulates itself that "The offices have not 
been designed with an end user in mind, so the space created needs to adapt easily to changes 
in need or use. The buildings must be open plan, to allow for easy sub-division to appeal to a 
wide range of potential occupiers. Taking this approach ensures that the buildings will be 
versatile and adaptable, ensuring they will remain viable into the future". As such, the architecture 
and style of the offices that they propose to build can easily be converted to retail in the future. 
 
There are many flaws in this application that we are surprised that it has been brought forward for 
consideration, when the previous application identified that only some of the worst aspects of the 
initial application had been adjusted over the course of several amendments in 2017. 
 
 The current application makes only minor cosmetic changes and still fails to properly address the 
concerns that were raised in the previous application. 
 
I urge you to reject this re-application. 
 
   

2 Tylea Close 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RB 
 

 

  Comments: 30th May 2018 
Do we need another supermarket in the area? 
 
No. We already have Asda and Morrisons in close proximity. And indeed an Aldi is only a couple 
of miles away. 
 



Do we need a Costa Coffee? 
 
No. Asda already has a coffee shop and B&Q has a provision as well. 
 
Do we need more office space? 
 
No. There are already large numbers of unused offices within Cheltenham, some of which are in 
the immediate vicinity of the proposed development. 
 
Do we need another nursery? 
 
Possibly. With the increased numbers of houses being built, the local population has increased. 
However, the location proposed is completely unsuitable due to the large amount of traffic in the 
area which will expose any children to noise and pollution. 
 
Conclusion 1: The development is unnecessary and is just crass commercialism. 
 
What will the impact be of the proposed development? 
 
We will have considerably increased traffic on roads that already get gridlocked at certain times 
of the day. Not to mention the parking issues on roads where staff members of BMW and GCHQ 
park their cars. The travel plan is inadequate, and based on what has happened with BMW, the 
council seems uninterested in enforcement. 
 
Increased traffic, also means increased noise and pollution. 
 
Commercial opening hours means more noise and light pollution. 
 
Increased footfall means more litter. 
 
Conclusion 2: The development will have a huge detrimental effect on residents. 
 
Therefore please note that I wholly and utterly disagree with the proposed development. I hope 
that Cheltenham Borough Council will see that the development is neither wanted, nor needed, 
and will respect and support the wishes of local residents who overwhelmingly do not want the 
development. 
 
Comments: 19th September 2018 
Do we need another supermarket in the area? 
 
No. We already have Asda and Morrisons in close proximity. And indeed an Aldi is only a couple 
of miles away. 
 
Do we need a Costa Coffee? 
 
No. Asda already has a coffee shop and B&Q has a provision as well. 
 
Do we need more office space? 
 
No. There are already large numbers of unused offices within Cheltenham, some of which are in 
the immediate vicinity of the proposed development. 
 
Do we need another nursery? 
 
Possibly. With the increased numbers of houses being built, the local population has increased. 
However, the location proposed is completely unsuitable due to the large amount of traffic in the 
area which will expose any children to noise and pollution. 



 
Conclusion 1: The development is unnecessary and is just crass commercialism. 
 
What will the impact be of the proposed development? 
 
We will have considerably increased traffic on roads that already get gridlocked at certain times 
of the day. Not to mention the parking issues on roads where staff members of BMW and GCHQ 
park their cars. The travel plan is inadequate, and based on what has happened with BMW, the 
council seems uninterested in enforcement. 
 
Increased traffic, also means increased noise and pollution. 
 
Commercial opening hours means more noise and light pollution. 
 
Increased footfall means more litter. 
 
Conclusion 2: The development will have a huge detrimental effect on residents. 
 
Therefore please note that I wholly and utterly disagree with the proposed development. I hope 
that Cheltenham Borough Council will see that the development is neither wanted, nor needed, 
and will respect and support the wishes of local residents who overwhelmingly do not want the 
development. 
 
   

2 Old Reddings Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RZ 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
Nothing of any significance seems to have changed in this revised application, so my previous 
objections still stand. 
 
Please log this as an objection to the revised plans. 
 
   

Bethany House 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RL 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
Doesn't 'No' mean 'No'? Or do you just keep tweaking your application until it sneaks through? 
 
None of the original reasons for objection have gone away; the congestion, the pollution, the 
unused office space next to Asda so why is more required? Asda itself being so close so why 
another supermarket? A drive through Costa when you have cafe's at Asda, and a drive through 
KFC? A new nursery when there already is one at The Reddings Community Centre? 
 
   

15 Appleton Avenue 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TS 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 



We stand by our comments in response to the earlier application to develop this site and again 
register our objection to the proposals. 
 
The Reddings Residents Association have provided a researched and well summarised case of 
why this development should be refused and we stand by their concerns. 
 
As per our previous comments: 
 
- There is no requirement for yet another supermarket (Asda, Morrisons, Home Bargains are 

only minutes away). There are also a number of local shops in The Reddings, in Caernarvon 
Road, and in Benhall. 

 
- There are a number of underutilised office blocks nearby (next to Asda), elsewhere in the 

town and further afield. 
 
- There are several good day nurseries already existing within a few minutes of the proposed 

development. Building another nursery is likely to have a negative impact on the existing 
provisions. These existing facilities also have the advantage that they are not located close to 
a busy road and motorway. 

 
- The various plans and maps submitted in conjunction with the application emphasise the 

sheer size and scale of the proposed development. Like the BMW site this is completely out 
of proportion and out of keeping with the local area. 

 
- The roundabout between B&Q and the Park & Ride is already heavily congested, particularly 

at rush hour. This, and Hatherley Lane back to the A40, cannot handle any more traffic. 
 
- The parking and travel provisions provided are completely fictitious. Whilst it is nice to 

assume that people will use public transport, the reality is quite different. BMW staff are 
already noted to abandon their cars in the several lay-bys adjacent to B&Q. This additional 
development will only make the situation worse. 

 
It should also be noted that there are now brownfield sites (Whole Foods site and carpet 
showroom). If Cheltenham needs another supermarket then these would make a more sensible 
choice, rather than carving up the landscape. 
 
In summary this development is a completely unnecessary, completely out of place, destruction 
of the countryside. It must be refused immediately. The sheer number of comments previously 
made on this and the previous application received speak volumes for the feelings that local 
residents have in opposition to the plans. The planning committee must take note. 
 
   

44 Grace Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QE 
 

 

Comments: 13th June 2018 
I wish to object to 18/01004/FUL however there has been server issues for two consecutive 
evenings. I therefore am using this form to lodge my objection. 
 
 I object to the planning application, which is not significantly different from the first application, as 
follows:  
 
1. Erosion of the green belt  
 



2. Extant planning permission is for B1 employment development only. Including A1 Aldi 
development is outside of this. 
  
3. Insufficient car parking for the B1 offices which will result in illegal parking on pavements, 
parking in residential areas etc.  
 
4. Increased congestion on the roads. In particular I have concerns about vehicles waiting to turn 
right into the proposed development blocking the flow of other vehicles.  
 
5. Focus should be on developing Cheltenham Town Centre  
 
Thank you for taking time to consider my objections. 
 
  

4 The Grange 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RL 
 

 

  Comments: 14th June 2018 
Inappropriate Position 
This site (Grovefield Way) is not an appropriate site for a retail development. It is not 'out of town' 
it is adjacent to domestic properties which will be significantly impacted on by retail activity. 
Unlike a B1 office, which the site has previously been granted permission, a retail site will 
undoubtedly have 24/7 traffic and noise, due to out of hours deliveries and people visiting. This 
application suggests that having people sitting drinking coffee outside up to 11pm will be a good 
thing for the community, that is unless you live in it and are trying to enjoy peace and quiet in your 
own home and garden.  
 
Allowing this proposal will create a huge area of urban sprawl around an already unsightly BMW 
building. It is inappropriate to the immediate area and is damaging to the appearance of the 
approach to Cheltenham town. Please learn from your mistakes and make good the damage 
which has already been done by allowing BMW to build such an eyesore on the approach into the 
town. 
 
Need for this Development 
With a large number of retail outlets in town closing and with a large supermarket (Asda) literally 
just around the corner, building another supermarket is completely unnecessary. It will only take 
business from existing outlets and is likely to cost local jobs rather than provide them. It may well 
move jobs from the Tewkesbury Road side of town to this side of town - adding to the traffic and 
parking issues that have appeared since the building of BMW.  
 
This proposal would not make any contribution to the economic prosperity of our town. There is 
no evidence that this type of development is actually wanted or needed by local or Cheltenham 
residents generally, who's feelings have been repeatedly ignored - in fact, looking at the reaction 
of the contributors to this planning application, it is clear that it is neither wanted nor needed. 
 
Flooding 
Cheltenham Borough Council has failed to address the issues caused by the same developer's 
failure to provide adequate site drainage on their BMW site. Flooding is now a significant issue 
locally and there is no indication that the new development does anything other than exacerbate 
that. At The Reddings Residents Association AGM a local resident spoke very forcefully about 
the detrimental impact that development on this site is already having on his land and this 
additional development will seriously add to that issue. 
 
Hours of Business 



There do not appear to be any restrictions imposed on hours of business or the hours of delivery 
to retail units. Asda has been permitted to deliver 24/7 and now regularly wakes up its residential 
neighbours in the early hours of the morning. Aldi, Costa Coffee etc will do the same if you permit 
it. This will significantly impact the health and quality of life of The Reddings Residents and will be 
in breach of the Borough Council's own promise in the Cheltenham Charter that we can expect to 
enjoy a healthy life, having positive relationships at home and with the wider community and 
enjoy the benefits of a sustainable built and natural environment. 
 
Greenbelt 
The National Planning Policy Framework, is explicit in stating that Green Belt boundaries should 
only be altered in exceptional circumstances. This proposal is not an exceptional circumstance 
with absolutely no evidence of a need for a further supermarket, coffee shop or nursery so the 
boundary should never have been moved.  
 
Traffic 
The inevitable increase in traffic noise and air pollution that would result if this type of retail 
development were allowed would be intolerable to those of us living locally. We wouldn't just be 
looking at early morning/early evening increased but 24/7 increases. This would have a major 
impact on people living in the surrounding area who have made the choice to live in a semi-rural 
location for a reason. They like the peace and quiet and their rights should be seriously 
considered. 
 
Litter 
Residents already have to clear up huge amounts of rubbish thrown out of cars ruining the 
appearance of residential roads and the surrounding area and impacting on the wildlife already 
struggling in the area. Adding another Coffee Shop will no doubt add to this 
 
Wildlife 
The impact of overnight security lighting on local wildlife will impact the numbers of nocturnal 
species in the area including moths, bats and owls. The removal of any hedging and trees is not 
acceptable - they provide an established wildlife habitat corridor. We have already lost too much 
of it during the development of BMW. None has been replaced, leaving a complete eyesore for all 
those of us living in the vicinity. 
 
Please refer to the wildlife report submitted by one of The Reddings Residents showing that at 
least 461 individual species rely on the habitat in this grid reference for their survival. The Formal 
Landscaping now present at BMW is stripping our countryside of meaningful habitat. It is resulting 
in a desert environment for wildlife that is already struggling. The further removal the last 
remaining existing hedgerows and important endangered Perry pear trees will be an act of major 
destruction that can never be replaced. 
 
Light and Noise Pollution 
The loss of the greenery surrounding BMW has already changed the appearance and character 
of this area and has resulted in an increase of noise pollution. Grovefield Way had been carefully 
planted with trees and hedging to screen residents from the noise of the road, so how come 
BMW have been allowed to remove it and not replace it with similar planting? This has still not 
been seen to have been addressed by the developers. Take a look at B&Q opposite. They have 
at least attempted to shield the development from the road and residents. They need to look at 
doing the same on the BMW side of the road. 
 
The extra 24/7 security lighting required by this type of development will impact on local 
residents. This is a semi rural location chosen by local residents for that reason and will 
negatively impact our lives. No consideration or respect has been shown to those living locally, in 
these revised plans. We have no street lighting in our part of The Reddings so to add 24/7 
lighting at the power required will have a really negative impact on our lives. 
 
Conclusion 



 
This is not just a case of NIMBYism, but a genuine concern for the inappropriate nature of this 
development.  
 
I hope that the Council will see sense, listen to local residents and reject the current revised 
application. Please draw a line in the sand and say 'no more'.  
 
I plead with the council to think of the surrounding residents whose quality of life has already 
been negatively impacted when considering these plans.  
 
This plan is largely unchanged from its predecessor which was quite rightly turned down. The 
developer has made no attempt to address the concerns of the community about this proposal, or 
their current BMW site. The Council cannot, in good conscience, say that there is any substantial 
change that warrants this application being passed. It must reject the application and instead 
should show respect and care to the people who live in the borough. 
 
Comments: 6th October 2018 
1. I do welcome the removal of the retail element of Costa and replacing it with B1 offices. 

However, the "indicative" statement gives no form of commitment, and a variation application 
could easily be made to convert the unit back to a coffee shop once permission for the 
remainder of the site has been granted if an "A-class" element is introduced. Precedents for 
this behaviour were set with the BMW project and we would be naive to believe that history 
would not repeat itself. 
 

2. The extra planting of native species is also welcomed but can not be trusted. At BMW the 
plating has all died and has not been replaced leaving the building clearly visible from the 
road - what a surprise! The planting that was there, before being destroyed by the clearance, 
was an extra barrier against noise pollution for neighbouring housing and was important 
habitat for wildlife. Any extra development should include extra plating along Grovefield Way, 
the Golden Valley, A40 and North Road West and within the development to mitigate the loss 
of habitat and the lack of a noise barrier. Planters are not adequate. They will be cosmetic 
and are not wildlife friendly and will not be long lived as can be seen in the Waitrose car park 
planters which have suffered due to neglect.  

 
3. The scale proposed for Aldi remains unacceptable. The amount of space for parking is 

inadequate, there is no need for an Aldi here as one already exists a mere 10 minutes drive 
away. We have Asda and Morrisons literally on its door step. The road system outside the 
complex is inadequate to cope with the extra retail traffic that will be brought into the area 
throughout the day. It is also worth noting that according to the financial forecasts within the 
documents much of the Aldi trade will rely upon displacement from Asda and Morrisons and 
the net employment gain from this element of the proposal is likely to be very few, if any, low 
paid jobs. 

 
4. We also do not believe that the site is suitable for a childcare facility with all of the fumes and 

pollution that will be generated by the development, particularly the retail element, as well as 
fumes from the enlarged Park and Ride, Grovefield Way and the A40. 

 
5. From analysis of the proposals it is apparent that there is a shortfall in the number of parking 

spaces being provided. Further research of similar shared sites around the country shows 
that allocation of parking between staff and public will be an ongoing issue, as well as 
conflicts with service vehicles. Parking in surrounding roads is already a problem with BMW 
staff parking on grass verges on North Road West churning up the verges, ruining the look of 
the area and creating parking hazards down the road. 

 
6. There will be increased traffic trying to turn right out of the development onto an already busy 

road causing further congestion through out the day. Also, there is inadequate turning right 



refuge space from Grovefield Way into the site which will cause dangerous hold ups on a 
bend in the road, leading to increase in accidents. 

 
7. Deliveries to the retail site will be early morning and late at night which will impact on the 

noise levels of neighbouring housing. Reversing noise will be heard several miles away and 
would be unacceptable especially during summer months when windows are open, disturbing 
the sleep and mental health of people living nearby.  

 
8. The planning committee should stick to the original permission of an office development with 

sound wildlife consideration. 
 

9. Areas of the proposal are simply not detailed enough, or appear fanciful because it cannot be 
achieved e.g. re-profiling a 2.5m deep embankment to the boundary of North Road West 
without destroying the hedge, or getting storm and foul water to flow uphill / not cause local 
flooding. Also, not causing further disruption to ground water flows as has occurred following 
BMW, resulting in significant damage to the newly re-surfaced North Road West. A viable and 
enforceable traffic plan is also required (to minimise on street parking in the surrounding 
area).  

 
I urge the commitee to see sense and refuse the retail aspect of this development and ensure 
that the former Green Belt status of this site is respected in what ever replaces it.  
 
   

19 Meadow Close 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 0TZ 
 

 

  Comments: 29th May 2018 
The information provided about the traffic data is from July 2016 since this time the area has had 
the completion of the BMW/Mini/Motor-rad garage has increased the traffic with 50 service bays 
that has to be a minimum of 200 extra cars each day the traffic plan gives the details of the 
current bus routes 1 bus to the schools in Gloucester and the other 2 busses go to Morissons and 
Asda respectively, the data shows very few busses from the traffic counting statistics so that 
information cannot be accurate! If it is accurate then the new proposed development can't rely on 
public transport, why would shoppers use public transport to visit a drive tru coffee shop or 
supermarket when they own a vehicle along with dropping the children off at nursery before and 
after work? This will just add to the oversubscribed road network. Other developments are the 
new Bupa Care Home this will have residents staff and deliveries adding to the traffic situation 
not to mention the 500 additional houses. The Arle Court Island is a real issue that doesn't have 
traffic management on all exits/approaches this needs urgent improvement as the traffic has 
increased travel times significantly since 2016 I'm sure a Costa Coffee shop would attract more 
traffic at peak times the infrastructure needs massive improvement  
 
Alongside the Asda there are offices with low occupancy we don't need more empty buildings. Its 
notable that since the finished development of the BMW garage cars are parked in the local area 
along Hatherly Lane and outside houses and the Park and Ride is abused by the staff of the 
garage. 
 
I would recommend that this application needs to be considered alongside future developments 
like the film studios development, Cheltenham Cyber Park and the existing facilities beside Asda. 
 
Comments: 18th September 2018 
The infrastructure in the area can't cope with this application with the potential additional traffic, I 
mention additional as the planned business aren't needed so wont be used. 
 
The environmental impact needs further realistic data  



 
If permitted, this will be the 15th Costa Coffee in Cheltenham that is sufficient  
 
   

8 Frampton Mews 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6UG 
 

 

Comments: 8th June 2018 
I object to the Aldi and Costa plans. 
 
This will be an eyesore blocking residents views and light. 
 
There is not enough parking, so workers will park on nearby residential roads causing a 
nuisance. 
 
The road is already far too busy and dangerous. There are no road upgrade plans to cope with 
extra traffic. 
 
There will be additional noise and air pollution. 
 
More trees will be lost. 
 
There is an added risk of flooding.  No real provision made for this. 
 
This has previously been rejected, so why waste tax payers money. 
 
It affects nature in area, fixes,rabbits, buzzards, pheasants all seen in that area.  
 
This sets a dangerous precedent for the rest of the area. 
 
   

18 Barrington Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TY 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
There are already two large Supermarkets within a mile of the site. 
 
Traffic congestion has worsened since the BMW showroom opened and it will get much worse 
with more development. 
 
We already have numerous Costa Coffees in Cheltenham and do not need another one - the litter 
and rubbish that will be left by users will make the area look awful. 
 
   

1 Tylea Close 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RB 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 



The further development at Grovefield along side the BMW Garage in flawed, the access and 
infrastructure and surrounding roads cannot take the demand they already have on them let 
alone more traffic. 
 
At peak times the wait to obtain access to the Golden Valley roundabout can take 15 minutes, 
this is a totally unfair and not wanted in the area. 
 
There is no need for an Aldi's here, we have 2 supermarkets within 2 miles of each other. 
 
Please do not allow the developers to make our lives more difficult with even more traffic. 
 
   

Woodways 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RL 
 

 

Comments: 13th June 2018 
Letter attached.   
 
Comments: 5th October 2018 
I am sending this letter of objection to you as your server is down yet again and I need to raise 
my objections today.  
 
As far as I can see the new plans do not address many of my objections and indeed those of the 
residents. My previous views still remain and in essence are these. 
 
The proposed Aldi will only create 28 jobs whereas an office unit of the same footprint will create 
118 jobs. The argument for building the supermarket does not stack up.  
 
The plans do not address the question of when deliveries will be made to Aldi - late at night/ early 
morning?  
 
We have yet to be given opening times for the store. 
 
I can envisage parking on the streets around the development at weekends and evenings when 
the small car park planned gets full. 
 
Has anyone looked into the future problem of fume pollution from the increased traffic? 
Is this a good sight for a nursery? I am not sure that I would want a child of mine to attend a 
nursery in what will be a busy place.  
 
Noise and light pollution have not been addressed by the developer. I still fail to see why BMW 
were granted such a high level of lighting when B&Q are satisfied with far less.  
What impact will this development have on the wildlife? The replanting of the area with non-native 
species that are so small that they will take years to grow to an acceptable height, will have an 
impact. 
 
It is my fervent wish that the planning officers take the comments, wishes and fears of the 
residents into consideration when reviewing these plans. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
  
 
  



Tawny Lodge 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RL 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
We wish to strongly object to this revised Planning Application CBC Ref: 18/01004/FUL.  
 
With regard to this revised application we would like to make the following comments: 
 
- Proposed Aldi Supermarket 
There is no demand for another supermarket as the area is already served by Asda, a 2 minute 
walk away and Morrisons which is a 3 minute drive away. There is also an Iceland at Coronation 
Square. In total there are already 6 existing supermarkets within a 2.5 mile radius of this 
proposed development, including an existing Aldi on Tewkesbury Road with adequate parking 
facilities. 
 
- Costa Coffee 
There can be little demand for a drive thru Costa Coffee, when there is a Costa Coffee at Asda 
and that coffee is available at both KFC and the mobile unit at B&Q. 
 
- Day Nursery 
There is already an excellent Playgroup in existence at The Reddings Community Centre in North 
Road West which overlooks this proposed development. We are at a loss as to understand why 
another would be necessary just metres away. 
 
- Traffic Congestion 
The existing Asda site and Retail Park comprising of B&Q, Home Bargains and Pets at Home 
plus the Park & Ride collectively has created enormous traffic congestion especially at peak 
times. The increase in traffic causes total 'gridlock' at peak times with traffic back up's to the 
Golden Valley and beyond. Any further development will create a total mayhem and further 
exasperation to the residents of Up Hatherley and The Reddings. The Reddings (Badgeworth 
Lane to Grovefield Way), The Reddings Road and Hatherley Lane have become 'rat runs'. Every 
morning and evening traffic along Hatherley Road towards the town centre is significantly heavier 
than it used to be. This will become considerably worse if the application is approved. 
 
- Light Pollution 
The application makes no mention of light pollution. With the proposed operating hours, there will 
need to be a degree of onsite lighting, which will intrude into nearby Residencies. 
 
In conclusion, we strongly object to this Planning Application on the grounds there is little or no 
support to sacrifice precious Green Belt land for facilities that already exist within a few minutes 
walking/driving distance from the proposed development. We hope that the Planning Authorities 
will listen to reason and take into account the views and wishes of the Local Residents. 
 
   

29 Barrington Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TY 
 

 

  Comments: 11th June 2018 
I strongly object to this application on the following grounds:- 
 



1) Erosion of the Green Belt: The area of the proposed development is a green belt area. Over 
the last 15-20 years there has been a steady and gradual reduction in the green belt as 
commercial properties have been built (e.g. Asda, B&Q, KFC, Park & Ride, BMW, etc). This 
needs to stop now to preserve the remaining green belt areas. Please take a stand for both now 
and the future. 
 
2) Increase in traffic congestion: Grovefield way is unsuitable for the existing volume of traffic at 
peak times particularly since the opening of the new BMW dealership. Should the proposed 
development go ahead then the traffic congestion will become chronic, badly affecting the local 
residents and the flow of traffic through the area ... bearing in-mind that Grovefield way is meant 
to be a bypass road. 
 
3) Parking in the local area: There will be an increase in parking in nearby roads from customers 
and employees of the new amenities. This has been proved by BMW staff not being allowed to 
park onsite and thereby parking in nearby areas (e.g. on pavements) with subsequent risks to the 
health and safety of local residents. 
 
3) Increase in Pollution; There will be an increase in noise and car fumes due to increase traffic in 
the area, unloading of delivery vehicles at potentially unsociable hours and traffic being stationary 
in queues 
 
4) Unfounded Requirements; The need for an additional superstore, nursery and coffee shop are 
unfounded as they are already met by existing businesses in the area (e.g. Asda Superstore on 
Hatherley Lane).  
 
5) Damage to wildlife: The loss of natural habitat in the area will dramatically affect the wildlife. 
 
Further, this planning proposal is very similar to the previous one that was submitted last year. 
Surely one would expect to see a significant difference in the proposals in order for the planning 
permission to be considered by the council. 
 
Comments: 20th September 2018 
I strongly object to this application on the following grounds:- 
 
1) Erosion of the Green Belt: The area of the proposed development is a green belt area. Over 
the last 15-20 years there has been a steady and gradual reduction in the green belt as 
commercial properties have been built (e.g. Asda, B&Q, KFC, Park & Ride, BMW, etc). This 
needs to stop now to preserve the remaining green belt areas. Please take a stand for both now 
and the future. 
 
2) Increase in traffic congestion: Grovefield way is unsuitable for the existing volume of traffic at 
peak times particularly since the opening of the new BMW dealership. Should the proposed 
development go ahead then the traffic congestion will become chronic, badly affecting the local 
residents and the flow of traffic through the area ... bearing in-mind that Grovefield way is meant 
to be a bypass road. 
 
3) Parking in the local area: There will be an increase in parking in nearby roads from customers 
and employees of the new amenities. This has been proved by BMW staff not being allowed to 
park onsite and thereby parking in nearby areas (e.g. on pavements) with subsequent risks to the 
health and safety of local residents. 
 
3) Increase in Pollution; There will be an increase in noise and car fumes due to increase traffic in 
the area and unloading of delivery vehicles at potentially unsociable hours. Further, the previous 
BMW development removed almost all of the natural screening thereby exacerbating the issue. 
Lastly, this would provide an unsuitable environment in which to operate a pre-school nursery as 
stated in the proposal. 
 



4) Flooding: This development would further increase the issue of flooding to local houses due to 
insufficient water run off during storms. This has become an issue since the BMW development. 
 
5) Damage to wildlife: The loss of natural habitat in the area will dramatically affect the wildlife.  
 
Further, this planning proposal is very similar to the previous one. Surely one would expect to see 
a significant difference in the proposals in order for the planning permission to be reconsidered by 
the council. 
 
   

18B Wade Court 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6NL 
 

 

Comments: 4th June 2018 
Letter attached.   
 
Comments: 8th October 2018 
Once again ( the third or fourth time I think?) I find myself submitting my objections to this 
planning application. My objections remain broadly the same as before despite the small 
amendments that have been made to each version of the application, though I note with relief the 
removal of the drive thru coffee shop. My objections are as follows:  
  
1. Development of a greenfield site. It does not seem to me that there is sufficient demonstration 
of need for more employment which is one of the "very special circumstances" in which green 
field development is ever permissible. Some of the office space that has been built as part of the 
ASDA development is still empty - why therefore build yet more? Is another nursery needed when 
there is at least one other in the immediate vicinity?  
 
2. Over supply of retail provision - is there a need for another Aldi store when the existing one on 
the Tewkesbury Road has been considerably extended? Is yet another supermarket needed 
when there is already a Morrisons and Asda in the area? The introduction of Aldi will simply 
increase the competition for a finite number of shoppers with the effect that the net employment 
gain will probably be very low as the other, existing supermarkets are forced to reduce their staff 
numbers in response to reduced footfall. Indeed the financial forecast in the application is based 
on displacement of shoppers from Asda and Morrisons.  
 
3. The proposed development will generate yet more noise, pollution and congestion in an area 
which has seen a very considerable increase in all three since the development of B and Q, 
Asda, KFC and other retail development. I moved into Wade Court on Hatherley Lane in 2001 
and have seen a huge rise in traffic, particularly since Asda opened. Despite assurances that 
traffic calming and management measures would be put in place, none have been implemented 
and the situation will worsen with the proposed development. I have had asthma for a number of 
years but last year this had developed into Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease and I'm 
certain that the increased pollution caused by the traffic has exacerbated this. How will increased 
pollution levels be monitored and managed? Is it appropriate that a nursery is part of this 
development with all its added pollution, noise and traffic? 
 
4. The application includes predictions of up to 282 vehicle movements per hour for much of the 
weekend in a car park that will have 102 spaces. Just how will this work and how will the Arle 
Court roundabout cope with this? It is already extremely difficult to get onto the roundabout from 
the feeder roads at peak work times and now it seems there will be increased congestion at 
weekends as well.  
 
5 The roads and infrastructure in the area are simply not up to job of supporting the size and 
nature of the proposed development. The impact on existing housing and residents in terms of 



access and quality of life will be detrimental, the risk and impact of flooding will increase and the 
effect on wildlife and biodiversity will be negative.  
 
6. Parking - there is already a big problem with parking along Hatherley Lane which made 
manoeuvring out of Wade Court difficult and dangerous. The very limited restrictions that have 
been introduced in the last year or so were the result of a long campaign by local residents and 
have really only tinkered at the edges of the problem. This will worsen with the arrival of yet more 
retail outlets and office space as it seems that there is never enough parking provided for any 
new development and the overflow simply displaces into the surrounding neighbourhood. In 
addition, the proposed development will put even more pressure on the Park and Ride car park 
which is already used regularly by employees of the BMW site (I understand that, 
incomprehensibly, their employees are not allowed to park on the site), GCHQ and other 
businesses along the Hatherley Lane. These employees regard the Park and Ride as a free car 
park and this severely limits its use for bona fide park and riders like me.  The proposed 
development is bound to generate more misuse of the car park. 
 
7. The proposed development is clearly in contravention of Local Plan Policy CP3 which seeks to 
promote sustainable environments. It will harm the setting of Cheltenham and the landscape and 
will not enhance the built environment or promote biodiversity. I submit that the proposed  
planning application is refused.  
  
   

2 Fairhaven Park 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RW 
 

 

Comments: 14th June 2018 
The previous objections from myself and daughter still stand regarding the proposal to build on 
the green belt site adjacent to North Road West and Grovefield Way. We wholeheartedly support 
the objection submitted by The Reddings Residents Association. It is not necessary to build 
anything on this green belt site. We have supermarkets, coffee shops, children's nurseries and 
offices nearby and do not need any more buildings. The proposed development will cause 
significant increases in pollution, noise, light erosion and traffic congestion which is severely 
detrimental to the local area and its residents. Trusting you will take ALL objections into 
consideration and reject this abhorrent proposal.  
 
I most strongly want to object to the proposed development reference no. 18/01004/FUL. 
 
Why is it that residents of Grovefield Way, The Reddings, North Road West and East and the 
surrounding areas were not informed sooner of the proposal to build a hideous development on a 
large area of GREEN BELT? The GREEN BELT must be protected from development. 
Importantly, the trees and hedgerows on the proposed site provide a habitat for wildlife and it is 
vital this is not destroyed. 
 
In this area we have plenty of supermarkets, plenty of places to have coffee, adequate nurseries, 
empty office buildings by the side of Asda, also numerous empty offices in Cheltenham. In 
addition there are many brownfield sites that could be used. There is absolutely no need for this 
development and to destroy a community for quick financial gain. 
 
Another severe problem is the volume of traffic this disaster will bring into the area. Congestion at 
the moment is unacceptable at peak time along Grovefield Way and the surrounding area. With 
all the proposed buildings there will be constant movement of traffic, loading/unloading at all 
times of the day/night. This is adjacent to residential properties and will negatively impact the 
lives of residents with noise and light disturbance and pollution. This is totally unacceptable. This 



area is semi-rural and we want it to stay that way. We do not want our beautiful land destroyed 
and replaced with concrete, cars, noise and pollution.  
 
I hope Cheltenham Borough Council will listen to the resident's objections because this proposed 
development should NEVER go ahead. 
 
Comments: 7th October 2018 
Myself and my daughter are writing to object in the most strongest terms to the revised planning 
application 18/01004/FUL. We have commented previously and our objections still stand. We 
support wholeheartedly and reiterate the concerns and objections raised by The Reddings 
Residents Association. 
   
 

22 Egdon Crescent 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6GF 
 

 

Comments: 23rd September 2018 
This whole development is unnecessary as I outlined in my previous objection, and nothing in this 
resubmission improves the traffic chaos that will result on the immediate road infrastructure 
created by this development. The plans show in excess of 640 car parking spaces, the majority of 
which I would expect will end up being used by occupants of the office blocks and therefore will 
result in an uneven distribution of traffic during the day. Grovefield road to the Arle Court 
roundabout via the Park and Ride roundabout is already congested in the morning and evening 
with just the BMW site in operation, causing traffic to back up towards Cold Pool Lane; it could 
not possibly handle the additional traffic from this development. I note that the traffic survey was 
carried out in July 2016; I suggest it would be appropriate to commission a further survey to 
measure current traffic patterns. 
 
   

3 Kemble Grove 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TX 
 

 

Comments: 13th June 2018 
As nearby residents of the proposed new (additional) developments, we remain vehemently 
opposed to this planning application. 
 
Those that have commented previously have articulated very clearly and rationally our concerns 
so we will spare you any further duplication. 
 
However, as parents of a young family who chose to purchase a home in this area, it's distance 
away from such developments was a contributing factor to us making this choice in the first place. 
We find it abhorrent that so shortly after the completion of work of the BMW showroom that we 
are now faced with the prospect of additional and in our humble opinion, unnecessary 
commercial properties and all that would undoubtedly accompany them. 
 
Finally, having been fortunate to have been able to utilise the services of the existing and 
fantastic Reddings Playgroup, we certainly echo those concerns around it's longevity and that of 
the Reddings Community Centre too - should this come to pass. 
 
   
 
 
 



3 Barrington Mews 
Barrington Avenue 
The Reddings Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TZ 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
I object to the above Planning Application. The traffic situation is bad enough at the moment. 
Your proposed plan will only make it worse. We do not need Costa or a Nursery School .We have 
both available within 1 mile .Office space you have empty at many locations in Cheltenham. Your 
plan will increase Noise / Traffic Congestion / Pollution and spoil the environment . Reject the 
Plan 
 
   

Chapel House 
Old Reddings Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6SA 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
I object very strongly to this proposal. Just with having Asda and B & Q, the traffic is already 
heavy in the mornings and evenings. we don't need another supermarket, coffee shop or a 
nursery in the Reddings area. Pollution is already at it's highest and with more cars and public 
transportation, I dread to think what this will do to the environment. As owning a day nursery 
already, there is no need to have another one in the area. It will be detrimental to me and the 
reddings playgroup and the support I have had from the parents of my nursery speaks volumes. 
The majority of them live in the surrounding area and from the petition that was signed by so 
many of them all feel the same way and that this is an environmental issue that is unnecessary. I 
hope the people's voice of the reddings will be listened to and not dismissed. 
Comment submitted date: Wed 04 Jan 2017 
 
I feel the need as a small business in the Reddings to strongly object to the proposal of a nursery 
on this green belt area. I own a nursery myself and I know that a nursery that close to the bypass 
will incur such fumes that will be dangerous for small vulnerable children to breathe in. They 
would of course need a regulated amount of time outdoors. The amount of traffic that will flow 
due to a supermarket and a coffee shop will be extremely dangerous and high risk to children 
coming and going to the premises and there is no footpath which could be made safe, with an 
intended large volume of traffic.  
 
I also feel that having another nursery so close to my nursery will be detrimental to my business. 
It will have an impact on my intake of children and if childcare numbers are reduced then staff will 
be vulnerable and may loose their jobs. This is a business I have built up for 18 years and I am 
strongly concerned about the impact a 72 place nursery will have on my business. i have worked 
hard to gain up a trust within the community and we are well liked and respected. We respect the 
environment and have a travel plan where we encourage families to walk or car share which I 
think will be difficult to implement where the proposed application is planned for. I am asking for 
you to please help keep my small business thriving and let some wonderful professionals stay in 
employment. 
 
   

The Hedgerows 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RL 
 

 



Comments: 14th June 2018 
I strongly object to this proposal, which I see as the latest phase in a carefully fashioned and 
executed attack on the Greenbelt. An attack designed solely to satisfy the developer's own 
requirements, without the slightest regard for what is appropriate for the site, for the local area or 
for the town. 
 
Before the developer's involvement, both this and the adjoining site (since developed and now 
occupied by the BMW building) were supposedly protected from development by their Greenbelt 
status. Despite this, in 2007 the developer was granted planning permission on appeal for low-
rise, low-key B1 business use on both sites. 
 
In the Appeal Decision the Planning Inspector acknowledged that development of any kind on 
Greenbelt land was inappropriate, but that there was an overriding need in the case of this site to 
make land available for development to facilitate permanent employment opportunities for the 
benefit of the town.  
 
The Planning Inspector's decision placed great emphasis on the value of the Greenbelt and the 
importance of protecting it against inappropriate development, which clearly implied a strong 
imperative to maximise the number of permanent employment opportunities created, within the 
constraints of the low-rise, low-key B1 business use scheme for which permission was granted. 
 
Once the principle of developing on this piece of the Greenbelt had been established the key pre-
conditions (ie to facilitate good permanent employment opportunities, whilst respecting the site 
and its surroundings) were conveniently forgotten and a significant part of that land (The BMW 
Site) was subsequently developed, in the form of a high-rise, high-viz car and motorbike 
dealership, without any net gain in permanent employment opportunities and we are now being 
asked to accept the current developer's proposal for what remains of the original site, comprising 
largely retail and other none B1 business uses, the effect of which would be a substantial 
reduction in the potential number (and quality) of permanent employment opportunities when 
compared with development exclusively for B1 business use. 
 
So what has happened since 2007 to justify the use of this land for anything other than B1 
business use? Has the demand for B1 business use been satisfied? Where is the evidence of B1 
business use development in and around Cheltenham? All I see is retail, housing and retirement 
home developments. 
  
In 2007 there was no overriding need to release land for further retail use in this part of town 
(otherwise the developer would have included retail in its original application). And today this 
remains the case, with generous provision of supermarkets, cafes and children's nurseries 
adequately serving this area of the town.  
 
If the land was released from protection by the Greenbelt to satisfy a demand for B1 business 
use development and if that demand remains, then it should be put to that use for the benefit of 
the town and not to some other use dictated to us by a developer to satisfy its own ends. 
 
I strongly urge you to reject this proposal. 
 
Comments: 1st October 2018 
My reasons for objecting to the previous proposal are essentially unchanged by the minor 
amendments featured in the current proposal, which I also urge you to reject. 
 
The removal of the Costa Drive-Through and its replacement with additional B1 use would 
appear to be just a minor temporary concession, which the developers would, no doubt, seek to 
reverse if the principle of 'B1 use only' is conceded by the approval of this proposal. 
 
It is important to reiterate that the protection against inappropriate development afforded to this 
site by its presence within the Greenbelt was removed on appeal specifically for the purpose of 



satisfying a demonstrable need for B1 business accommodation, to generate high quality, 
sustainable, employment opportunities, for the benefit of the town. 
 
It was not made available for any other purpose and there is no demonstrable need for the 
additional use classes proposed by the developer for this site - all of which are more than 
adequately provided for in this location.  
 
Allowing this proposal would undoubtedly diminish the site's potential to benefit the town 
economically in the medium/longer term and therefore I strongly urge you to reject it. 
 
   

2 Barrington Mews 
Barrington Avenue 
The Reddings Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TZ 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
We still object to this planning application forthe same reasons as before, as there is very little 
change to the application, which was rejected by the council. 
 
Our main objections are: 
 
1) Increase in noise and volume of traffic (current road infrastructure unable to cope with traffic 
and there is grid lock at peak times around B&Q and Arle Court roundabouts). 
 
2) Light polution from proposed retail buildings. 
 
3) Increase in flooding problems in North Road West. 
 
4) Even larger volumes of litter (as can be seen since the opening of KFC). 
 
As far as we are concerned there is no need for an additional supermarket, nursery and coffee 
shop in the Reddings area. 
 
We understand that the area is no longer deemed as green belt, therefore the original plans for 
office buildings which was approved is the more preferable option. 
 
   

Niamey 
North Road East 
The Reddings  
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RA 
 

 

  Comments: 12th June 2018 
We wish to object once again in the strongest possible terms to the "revised" planning 
application.  
 
Nothing has changed in that there is still no need for yet another Supermarket in the area. We are 
well served by Asda and Morrisons. 
 
There is still no need for yet another Coffee outlet in the area. There is a coffee shop within both 
previously mentioned Supermarkets.  
 



Traffic and pollution on Grovefield Way and Hatherley Lane is already at saturation point at 
certain times of the day. 
 
Who on earth would wish to send their children to a Nursery in this particular situation. Very close 
to the very busy A40, Grovefield Way and a Park & Ride - certainly wouldn't want a child of mine 
playing outside in that environment. 
 
We absolutely support all the comments made by our local Reddings Residents Association.  
 
Comments: 5th October 2018 
Once again we wish to object in the strongest possible terms to the revised application. Whilst the 
removal of the Costa Coffee element is welcome, all the previous objections still stand - air 
pollution, traffic increase, environmental impact, unnecessary provision of yet another 
Supermarket in the area and all its attendant issues. 
 
We wholeheartedly support the submissions on behalf of the local residents made by the very 
capable Residents Association who have expressed most succinctly all our objections and would 
urge the Planning Committee to refuse the latest application. 
 
   

Woodlands, Badgeworth 
Badgeworth 
Cheltenham 
GL51 4UL 
 

 

Comments: 23rd September 2018 
I would like to object to the planning proposal for several reasons: 
 
It will significantly impact upon traffic issues already present in that area. There are already long 
tailbacks at pressure times in the area around the BMW garage. Whilst cars are stuck in a traffic 
jam with engines idling there will be a significant build-up of fumes in the vicinity making it 
especially unsuitable for a day nursery and the residents in that area. 
 
There are several perfectly good supermarkets and a bargain shop already in the area. Why 
would we need another that could jeopardise current jobs? 
 
Surely there are brownfield sites that would be suitable?. This contributes to the urban sprawl that 
we are seeing around Cheltenham impacting upon traffic and pollution and general aesthetics. 
The BMW garage is a prime example of a hideous monolith on our green belt that was allowed to 
be built despite objections by nearby residents. I do hope that this proposal will be most definitely 
rejected. 
 
   

62 Greatfield Lane 
Up Hatherley 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 3QU 
 

 

Comments: 4th June 2018 
Letter attached.  
 
Comments: 5th October 2018 
Letter attached.   
 
 
   



7 The Grange 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RL 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
We fully agree with the objections to this proposal raised again by The Reddings Residents 
Association. All of the objections to the previous application are still valid i.e. There is no call for 
yet another coffee shop in Cheltenham or for a nursery, there is even less justification for a 
Supermarket.  
 
It's time that the whole planning system was revised. Allowing developers to re-submit proposals 
with the intention of wearing down objectors which is what appears to be happening in this and 
other cases is completely unacceptable. It would also appear that developers who have sufficient 
funds will always get what they want. 
 
Comments: 9th October 2018 
We would like to add our objections again to those which have already been made.  
 
It has never been explained how the BMW development was permitted on this greenfield site (or 
how it is that BMW employees now have to park in surrounding roads and on the verges of 
Grovefield Way).  
 
Further development of this site is unacceptable for the reasons which have already been made, 
increased level of traffic when Grovefield way is now at a standstill at peak times, increased 
levels of noise, air and light pollution. There is absolutely no need for yet another supermarket in 
the locality let alone a 'coffee shop'. 
 
I question what has happened to the democratic process when despite numerous objection 
developers are able to re-submit applications for as many times as they like with it seems the 
object of wearing down the many local objectors, 
 
   

7 Springfield Close 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6SE 
 

 

Comments: 14th June 2018 
We agree with all the objections made, there will be no greenbelts left and the wildlife will 
suffer.We truly hope this application will be rejected. 
 
   

30 Redgrove Park 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QY 
 

 

Comments: 4th October 2018 
I live in Redgrove Park. There is a lot of traffic coming from B&Q, Asda and the hospital which 
makes it difficult to get onto the roundabout on Hatherley Lane. It will be even more difficult with 
more cars coming from that direction into town, especially first thing in the morning if there is 
traffic to the proposed nursery as well as all the school traffic. 
 
   



12 Barrington Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TY 
 

 

Comments: 13th June 2018 
I wish to strongly object to the above planning proposal at the land at North Road West and 
Grovefield Way. 
 
There are many houses that will overlook the sight, which will cause noise, air and light pollution 
which I don't feel has been properly researched. 
 
Since BMW was built we have significantly more cars being parked on North Road West/East, 
Reddings Road and Hatherley Lane. We do not have the infrastructure for this. North Road East 
is a very narrow road and I have no doubt will be used as a rat run to this site from Gloucester, 
Shurdington and Churchdown. 
 
The Traffic and congestion on Grovefield Way is already bad in peak times. The new site will 
cause even more congestion and therefore noise and pollution to the surrounding houses. The 
B&Q roundabout is currently a free for all and hence very dangerous. The new site is going to 
make this even worse at all times of the day. 
 
I understand permission was given for Green belt Land to be released for offices, which is only a 
small part of this development. Which is unacceptable. 
 
Finally we have plenty of places locally to obtain coffee and food. Asda, B&Q car park and 
Homebargains. So I see no need for an Aldi or Costa Coffee in this area. 
 
I also understand that this land has suffered from flooding since BMW was built. The new 
development will make this situation worse, which will significantly effect the houses and roads in 
the surrounding area. 
 
I cannot see how this planning application will benefit the local community in any way and 
strongly object to it. 
 
   

9 Grace Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QE 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
This development will increase traffic in the area which is already at saturation during the morning 
and evening, 
 
Green belt will be destroyed. 
 
Parking will a massive problem for all the potential new workers with literally nowhere for them to 
park as the P&R is already at capacity from the other businesses in the area not providing 
enough parking for their employees. 
 
This will turn the area into a massive traffic jam! 
 
Comments: 3rd October 2018 



Apart from a minor change, which is the omission of the Costa Coffee Drive through. The scheme 
is essentially the same as that described in submission 16/02208/FUL which was refused 
permission by the Council Planning Committee in December 2017. 
 
Again I wish to strongly object to this proposed development on the following grounds: 
 
1) The traffic at peak times adjacent to the BMW development is already stationary /gridlocked. 
Therefore the road infrastructure in this area is NOT able to take further development. 
 
2) We already have Morrison's, ASDA, Home Bargains, Spar and a local store/Newsagent in our 
area. Therefore there is NO requirement/need for additional supermarket this side of 
Cheltenham! 
 
3) The supposed employment benefits of the ALDI supermarket will be negated by reduction in 
both revenue and staff at nearby supermarkets, Morrisons and ASDA.  
 
4) CBC should be acting strongly to encourage shops to move into the town center and move 
away from out of town stores. Otherwise Cheltenham will get more and more boarded up shops 
and not be a desirable place to live. 
 
5) If this development is allowed to proceed there will be significant further noise and pollution 
impact to this area of Cheltenham. 
 
6) The drainage issue on North Road West caused by the development of the BMW site has yet 
to be addressed. Any future development will exacerbate the problem and therefore this needs to 
be resolved before any development is even considered. 
 
7) This should be green-belt land! It was crazy to allow BMW to be built there. The land was 
designated green belt for reason, to stop this kind of development that causes traffic and pollution 
problems 
 
8) There will me much wildlife destroyed if the greenbelt is developed. 
 
   

Flowerdale House 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RL 
 

 

Comments: 13th June 2018 
We objected to the previous application for the supermarket, drive through coffee store, children's 
nursery, etc in some detail. 
 
The website seems to be unavailable at the moment so we can't specifically comment on the 
latest application. So we trust submitting this email will be appropriate. 
 
The new application appears to be no different to the previous one apart from a few tweaks and 
smacks of a cynical attempt to wear down opposition to these proposals. 
 
We wrote in length on the original application and are writing to confirm that those objections also 
now apply to this application. 
 
Furthermore, we now add that there have been breaches of the planning for the Cotswold BMW 
site which haven't been enforced (barriers, use of the adjoining site as a building yard, breaches 
to the traffic management plan, unloading of vehicles on the public highway and inconsiderate 
parking).  



 
Furthermore the park and ride facility is being taken over by BMW (and GCHQ) employees to the 
detriment of the Local community and Cheltenham Town Centre. 
 
We strongly urge you to reject this further planning application. 
 
   

Rozel 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6PR 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
The road infrastructure can not cope, you keep allowing businesses building on green belt land, 
without thinking about the locals.  
 
The roads have not been improved and you have added an ASDA, allowed BMW to build on 
green belt land and ruin the night sky with too many lights on late at night.  
 
SORT OUT THE TRAFFIC FLOW AND ROAD DESIGN BEFORE THINKING ABOUT BUILDING 
MORE AND MORE BUSINESSES THAT HAVE NO PARKING FOR THEIR STAFF. 
 
   

11 Barrington Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TY 
 

 

Comments: 28th May 2018 
Why do we need another shop, driv-thru coffee shop and a nursery, alredy have these facilities 
close by. The traffic on Grovefield way is already heavy at peak times, trying to get out of the 
Reddings is a nightmare. The near by park and ride is a joke, glorified car park for workers near 
by who do not pay for use of. This land was allocated for offices, are we to have no greenbelt 
around the Reddings wich is quickly disappearing. 
 
   

14 Springfield Close 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6SE 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
I object because of the following.  
 
Noise and disturbance from the proposed development.  
 
Increase in traffic, It is bad enough now on roads which are gridlocked at peak times.  
 
Pollution by transport.  
 
Visual impact on what is a greenfield site.  
 
Destruction of hedgerows and habitat of wildlife.  
 



Extremely sorry for homes nearby as privacy will be affected and bright lights 24 hours a day.  
 
We do not need another supermarket, drive through coffee shop, nursery or office blocks 
because we are already well supported with this kind of business. 
 
   

19 Springfield Close 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6SE 
 

 

Comments: 8th October 2018 
I would just like my comments to be submitted before Oct 18th as both myself and my husband 
are against the development.  
 
1. Not enough car parking available  
 
2. Too much noise and extra traffic pollution as well as air and light pollution especially where 
pre-school children will be, up to 10 hours a day. 
 
3. The whole area is an eyesore already and I feel it is detrimental to wildlife and native flora and 
insects. 
 
We do not need another supermarket or coffee shop.All unnecessary .How many trees shrubs 
and plants will be decimated this time? 
 
4. Traffic congestion is already a problem in this area and will only get worse with this 
development, deliveries etc. Will these be in the day causing more congestion or at night causing 
noise and fumes for nearby residents? 
 
5. Also by concreting this valuable area we increase the risk of flooding as there is nowhere for 
the surface water to go anymore. 
 
This only scatches the surface of what many residents feel on how our residential environment is 
being ruined by greedy inconsiderate conglomerates and planners.  
 
Please note my opinion.Thank you. 
 
   

31 Barrington Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TY 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
We objected to the original application and we feel the second application shows contempt for the 
opinion of the majority who do not wish this development to take place. 
 
   

18 Haslette Way 
Up Hatherley 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 3RQ 
 

 



Comments: 13th June 2018 
I object to the use of greenbelt land for this unnecessary development on the following grounds: 
 
1) Greenbelt land - The land is greenbelt and should not be developed. The new BMW Mini 
development is already a blot on the landscape. This proposal is creeping further into greenbelt 
and drastically changes the nature of the land outside the current "ring road" of Grovefield 
Way/Up Hatherley Way. If this empty field is built on, then the next will be between North Road 
West and The Reddings. There are plenty of brownfield sites around Cheltenham without 
needing to build here. 
 
2) Traffic - This road is already a problem at rush hour, and the addition of more office space, 
coffee shop and supermarket will only make the situation worse. 
 
3) Noise and light pollution - The BMW garage is far bigger than is suitable for this area and lights 
that have been erected outside cause issues for local residents. Further building work will be 
noisy and disruptive for this area. The new proposals for shops being open until 10 pm (Aldi) & 
11pm (Costa) would add to the noise and light pollution that we are already suffering from with 
the building of the BMW garage.  
 
4) Environment - The work already taken place has caused flooding issues for local residents. 
Concreting over more of the countryside will only exasperate this. 
 
5) Unnecessary - The office space is unnecessary as there are plenty of unfilled offices in 
Cheltenham, including nearby to Asda. There would be even more if the prime town centre 
offices had not been converted to retirement homes. There are also similar facilities - Asda, 
Morrisons, Home Bargains, Co-op, Spar - in the local area which are more than adequate. One 
local Co-op has already closed due to competition from Asda. Another supermarket is 
unnecessary and would cause issues by taking away business from the existing shops. How 
many Costa coffee shops do we need in Cheltenham? 
 
6) Already refused - This application has already been refused. What has changed in so short a 
time that the developers think so many local residents who objected previously might have 
changed their minds? 
 
   

6 Kemble Grove 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TX 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
I strongly object to this application on the following grounds:- 
 
1) Erosion of the Green Belt: The area of the proposed development is a green belt area. Over 
the last 15-20 years there has been a steady and gradual reduction in the green belt as 
commercial properties have been built (e.g. Asda, B&Q, KFC, Park & Ride, BMW, etc). This 
needs to stop now to preserve the remaining green belt areas. Please take a stand for both now 
and the future. 
 
2) Increase in traffic congestion: Grovefield way is unsuitable for the existing volume of traffic at 
peak times particularly since the opening of the new BMW dealership. Should the proposed 
development go ahead then the traffic congestion will become chronic, badly affecting the local 
residents and the flow of traffic through the area ... bearing in-mind that Grovefield way is meant 
to be a bypass road. 
 
3) Parking in the local area: There will be an increase in parking in nearby roads from customers 
and employees of the new amenities. This has been proved by BMW staff not being allowed to 



park onsite and thereby parking in nearby areas (e.g. on pavements) with subsequent risks to the 
health and safety of local residents. 
 
3) Increase in Pollution; There will be an increase in noise and car fumes due to increase traffic in 
the area, unloading of delivery vehicles at potentially unsociable hours and traffic being stationary 
in queues 
 
4) Unfounded Requirements; The need for an additional superstore, nursery and coffee shop are 
unfounded as they are already met by existing businesses in the area (e.g. Asda Superstore on 
Hatherley Lane). 
 
Further, this planning proposal is very similar to the previous one that was submitted last year. I 
would expect to see a significant difference in the proposals in order for the planning permission 
to be considered by the council. 
 
   

15 Grace Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QE 
 

 

Comments: 7th October 2018 
My primary objection to the application is that traffic in the area surrounding the proposed location 
is already out of control. At certain times of the day there is 'gridlock' on the 'B&Q roundabout' & 
the 'Golden Valley roundabout'. 
 
Adding an Aldi store to the proposed site would exacerbate the situation. I urge you to refuse the 
application. 
 
I have other objections too but these have generally been covered by other people's comments 
already. 
 
   

Fayrecroft 
North Road East 
The Reddings Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RE 
 

 

Comments: 29th May 2018 
Here are my views on the latest Grovefield Site application, which I have put together after 
reading the supporting documents on the Cheltenham Borough Council website.  
 
These supporting documents are the result of a huge amount of work and dedication by various 
professional bodies. As such my views are in no way meant to undermine the work of people who 
are experts in their chosen field.  
 
Rather the report brings up questions that the "Ordinary Man on the Clapham Omnibus" or here 
"The Ordinary Man on the Arle Court Park and Ride" might raise. It is not perfect; it cannot be as I 
am not an expert in this area. I may have misread, missed out or misunderstood something and 
for this I apologise in advance. 
 
It aims to stimulate discussion. Clearly this is a project of huge complexity and as such it is so 
easy to become completely swamped with the level of detail.  
 
But when faced with such an enormous intellectual challenge it is often useful to take a mental 
step back, take a breather and say;  



 
" Is there anything I have not thought of or missed out? Have I got it right?" 
 
Introduction 
 
I have been reading the latest Grovefield Way Hybrid application with interest. Undoubtedly a 
huge amount of work has been put in by the developers and their agents. 
But while the report is couched in very optimistic language, I do feel that it raises many questions 
that need to be carefully considered before any building takes place.  
 
It is so easy to get swept along with enthusiasm, while a clear impartial view may be difficult to 
see when there is so much complexity involved. (There are 82 attachments on the Cheltenham 
Borough Council website accompanying this application. The developer's report alone runs to 
108 pages.) 
 
However, there is also the concept of buyer's remorse. Once any development has been 
completed, it cannot be undone. It is far better to consider the issues now, rather than when it is 
too late. 
 
With this in mind, I have quoted key sections of the various reports with my comments. 
 
Developer's Report 
 
2,3 "The design approach allows the site to effectively integrate with the wider development of the 
area taking particular account of the adjacent BMW development now constructed."  
 
The architecture of the BMW monochrome box should not set a precedent for the rest of the 
business park. If anything softer architecture should be used to offset the stark appearance of 
BMW.  
 
Architecture does not need to be brutal to be impressive.  
Consider the beautiful and sympathetic architecture of Endsleigh in Shurdington, which is set in 
an attractive garden. Here the soft pale pastel rendering perfectly complements the luxuriant 
green vegetation. This is good sympathetic architecture. 
 
3.2 "The site is surrounded by a mix of residential, commercial and employment uses including 
Arle Court Park and Ride facility to the north east of the site, commercial development (including 
an ASDA Supermarket) to the east and residential development at the Reddings to the east and 
south east of the site. A new BMW Dealership to the north east of the site is now complete and 
fully operational".  
 
While this is factually correct I feel it would add clarity to say that the whole of the undeveloped 
area faces residential properties on two sides. (The other two sides are BMW and the A40). So 
any new development will directly affect the existing residential properties. 
 
4.4 "A range of different uses have been proposed in the scheme in order to add vitality and 
economic benefits as well as to cater for all ranges of business uses and to help encourage 
market interest for the proposed offices".  
 
I can see how a coffee shop would encourage market interest in the offices. However a coffee 
shop could easily be located in one of the offices, as I believe is the case at GCHQ and also at 
Gloucester Royal Hospital.  
 
A drive through coffee shop, which is open outside normal office hours, would encourage 
potentially bad driving habits (in my opinion drinking a hot liquid while driving is as hazardous as 
using a mobile phone) as well as leading to more litter.  
 



(You only have to look at the KFC car park. Despite the valiant efforts of the KFC manager and 
staff, litter is everywhere as its customers are too lazy to put their rubbish in one of the many bins 
provided.)  
 
The Aldi is totally unnecessary when you have a very well stocked Asda and Home Bargains 
across the road.  
 
The nursery would threaten the viability of the highly regarded and well established Reddings 
Community Playgroup and the Foxcubs nursery.  
 
5.10 "Total locally retained business rates are estimated at around £667,000 per annum, which 
will provide funding to safeguard and extend further local employment and services."  
 
This is very commendable but only if it benefits The Reddings. I understand that £2.1m of Section 
106 money was given by Asda and BMW, but do not know how this has benefitted The Reddings.  
 
5.25 "The traffic attraction associated with the scheme is not considered to be material, as set out 
in Chapter 5, and therefore it is not considered that the development will lead to any significant 
impact".  
 
The roads are already extremely congested during rush hours.  
 
How can any new development with the boasted 1018 employees, together with any customers 
and parents visiting the site, not have an additional impact on the already creaking road system?  
 
Also what will the impact of new traffic from the proposed Leckhampton school, Cheltenham 
Cyber Park and the Arle Court Nursing home have on the area? 
 
5.27 "Regarding the overall sustainability of the site, it is concluded that this site is suitably 
located in an area that would provide the opportunity for staff, customers and visitors to walk or 
cycle from home and to use local public transport services. It is also concluded that the site has 
access to a good network of bus services, which will ensure that there is a genuine choice in 
modes of travel thereby reducing reliance on the private car".  
 
Again very commendable, but how can we be sure that any employees and customers will 
actually use public transport, walk or cycle to the site? ( I have yet to see any BMW employees 
cycle or use public transport ,apart from clogging up the Park and Ride for genuine users.)  
 
Is it realistic that people will cycle or walk back from Aldi with their shopping? 
 
The proposed coffee shop is a drive through outlet; not a bus, walking or cycling outlet.  
 
Unless the parents will be working at the new offices or live very nearby, they will be driving to 
and from the nursery. If parents are working at the new offices, it is likely they will also drive to 
the site, which leads to the next point: 
 
5.28 "A total of 154 car parking spaces will be provided for the Aldi, Day Nursery and Costa 
Coffee Drive Thru. A total of 222 car parking spaces will be provided for the two B1 Office 
buildings. This level of car parking is considered appropriate to serve the development proposals, 
and this was agreed with GCC as part of the previous submission". 
 
The economic assessment proudly proclaims that 1018 new jobs will be created and yet there 
are only 376 car parking spaces. This means there will be 2.70 employees per car space. Is it 
realistic to believe that there will be universal car sharing on the site or that the remaining 642 
employees will cycle, walk or use public transport?  
 
Where will the retail customers and clients of the nursery park? 



 
This may have been previously agreed with GCC, but things have moved on. The Park and Ride 
will have pay barriers which will stop people parking there free of charge and walking to their 
work.  
 
Where will these people now park and where will any new employees park?  
 
I would whole heartedly endorse any plan to discourage one occupancy car use, but I live in the 
real world. Unless the bus services are priced more attractively, then people will still continue to 
use their cars. 
 
Any travel plans encouraging non car transport need to be rigidly monitored or they are 
meaningless. If they are not to be strictly monitored they should not be included as part of any 
conditions for planning permission being granted. 
 
5.37 "It outlines Aldi's Trading Policy, its layout, parking and store equipment and notes that the 
Grovefield Way operation will serve a different catchment and perform a different, yet 
complementary role to Costa Coffee's operation in the town centre, which will continue to provide 
for the refreshment needs of workers based in the centre and visitors to Cheltenham".  
 
Why is Costa Coffee mentioned when looking at Aldi? Is this a mistake? Should the word Aldi be 
replaced with the Drive Through Costa? If so, this is sloppy report writing!  
 
5,42 "The proposed foodstore and coffee shop will meet both a consumer and operator need for 
new and improved facilities at a location ear-marked for future major commercial and housing in 
this "strategic growth area" for Cheltenham".  
 
Why is a new food store needed when the car parks for both Asda and Morrisons are rarely full, 
indicating they have not reached full capacity? Also the new Lidl in Tewkesbury Road has not 
been taken into account.  
 
A new store should only be justified once the existing facilities become overstretched.  
 
If there are going to be further houses or development outside the immediate area, then surely a 
store should be situated in the area where they are going to be built? Otherwise this will create 
further unnecessary traffic in an already congested area. 
 
Are we not in danger of succumbing to premature over ambitious retail expansion for the sake of 
it? This may look impressive on annual shareholder reports and in the Chief Executive's speech, 
but where the long term future sustainability is questionable.  
 
One only has to remember Tesco's rapid over expansion followed by store closures, as well as 
Marks and Spencers' recent announcement to close 100 stores. The fall of BHS shows that even 
household names are not immune to failure. 
 
Aldi is only expanding at the moment because the economy is stagnating (0.10% in the last 
quarter) and people are no longer embarrassed at shopping in a discount store.  
 
One has to consider the success of Kwik Save in the 1990s during the recession. Shops were 
then closed when the economy expanded and shoppers returned to the quality retailers. The 
success of retailers is very linked to the stages of the economic cycle. 
 
5.44 "Overall, the proposed foodstore and coffee shop will deliver up to 60 new full and part-time 
employment opportunities at an accessible location. This major benefit is addressed further in 
Section 5 of the Statement".  
 



Is the creation of 60 new living/minimum wage jobs really a major benefit? I would think 60 high 
quality jobs would be a benefit. If you are looking for living/minimum wage jobs there are always 
plenty of vacancies in the care sector. 
 
5.49 "There is no recorded evidence of public sewers flooding in the area of the site that would 
cause a flood risk to the development site".  
 
No, but every time it rains North Road West floods and pot holes appear in the road with 
depressing frequency, despite being regularly patched up. The undeveloped area acted as 
soakaway for the A40. Flooding like this in North Road West never happened before BMW. 
 
6.10 "This includes the application site, which has struggled to attract investors due to the rigid 
demands for B-class uses only".  
 
I do not understand this. The existing area already has nurseries, access to many coffee outlets 
and a very large and well stocked Asda. Is the real reason is that there is no demand for offices? 
 
If this argument was valid then the existing Pure Office would have 100% occupancy and the 
second office would have been built. 
 
6.22 "Policy SD6 is requires development proposals to consider the landscape and visual 
sensitivity of the area in which they are to be located or which they may affect.  
 
6.23 Policy SD7 considers the landscape and states that development will seek to protect 
landscape character for its own intrinsic beauty and for its benefit to the economic, environmental 
and social well-being by: having regard to the local distinctiveness of different landscapes, 
protecting and enhancing landscape character, reducing visual impact and consider the 
sensitivity of the landscape.  
 
6.45 Policy CP7 is concerned with the design of new development and essentially states that new 
development will only be permitted where it is of a high standard of architectural design".  
 
These are very commendable planning policies.  
 
But I fail to see how glass and white rendered boxes protect and enhance landscape character. 
Does this really conform to a high standard of architecture? Even the B&Q warehouse has some 
elegant curves on its roof and tapering side panels. 
 
Again, the monochrome box of BMW should not be used as a precedent for the rest of the site. 
The BMW building is despised in the area and secondly what is the trend for modernism? I 
thought that went out with Corbusier.  
 
6.26 "Policy SD14 seeks to protect and improve environmental quality and requires development 
not to create or exacerbate conditions that could impact on human health or cause health 
inequality".  
 
Have the developers been near Grovefield Way during the rush hours?  
 
The fumes are so thick they can be tasted. It is bad already; any further development will 
exacerbate the pollution.  
 
A recent study has shown that pollution is the 4th biggest killer in modern society. A Swedish 
report published in the British Medical Journal showed a high correlation between pollution and 
the increase in mental health medication prescribed for children. 
 
Councils around the country have already faced class actions where the level of pollution has led 
to health issues in the area.  



 
6.43 "The supporting text to that policy sets out that 'compatible' means unlikely to cause harm to 
amenity by loss of privacy or disturbance from noise, smells, fumes, vibration, glare from artificial 
lights, hours of operation or travel patterns".  
 
This is a great planning policy and this acts to protect the neighbours. 
 
But the Aldi and Costa Coffee will be open outside normal working hours. While it could be 
argued that Asda is open outside normal working hours, its frontage is set back considerably from 
the road.  
 
The new developments will directly face the residential properties opposite. Glare from artificial 
lights is already an issue with BMW. 
 
The neighbours will therefore suffer harm to amenity by loss of privacy or disturbance from noise, 
smells, fumes, vibration, glare from artificial lights, hours of operation or travel patterns.  
 
Apart from BMW, the site is currently a field. Any development will lead to the deterioration in the 
neighbours' quality of life. 
 
7.17" The impact of the previous proposals upon neighbours have been fully assessed. The 
previous officer's report to the committee notes, that while the new, and now resubmitted, 
proposal is markedly different, it also concludes that "officers consider that the impact of the 
proposal on neighbour amenity would be acceptable" (para 6.6.11)  
 
Yes, the officers may consider the impact on the neighbourhood amenity to be acceptable, but do 
the officers live here? 339 households in the area felt otherwise about the previous application.  
 
Where is the plan markedly different? It is still a nursery, coffee shop, supermarket and some 
offices. 
 
7.19 "The application proposals are also accompanied by Noise Assessment which sets out that 
there are already significant levels of traffic noise across the site from the A40 dual carriageway 
to the north and also from the M5 motorway to the west. It is concluded that the noise arising 
from activities at the development site will be below the existing ambient traffic noise levels, and it 
is therefore considered that the proposed development is unlikely to have any significant noise 
impact upon the dwellings located at North Road West and across Grovefield Way. The proposed 
uses would therefore not be incompatible from a noise pollution perspective and the additional 
criterion of Policy CP6 is therefore met".  
 
I have lived in North Road East for 20 years and noise from the A40 has increased considerably 
since BMW ripped out hedging, which previously acted as an acoustic barrier. By artificially 
making the ambient noise louder is not a justification for the development. If anything acoustic 
hedging should be replaced.  
 
While I am not an acoustic engineer I do wonder if the hard surfaces of BMW act as a giant 
sound board, which reflect sound? 
 
7.20 "The TS concludes that the proposed development will be accessible by foot, by cycle and 
by local bus services".  
 
Yes, but accessibility and actual use are two different things.  
 
How can we be sure that the office employees will live locally or use the bus? For example, how 
many BMW employees actually walk, cycle or use public transport? I suspect many are 
employees from the three former sites that were closed and now drive to the site.  
 



7.21 "The traffic associated with the proposed development is therefore not forecast to have a 
material impact on the operation and safety of the local highway network".  
 
Yes, forecasting is a bit like predicting the weather. You can use the best available modelling 
techniques, but reality is often different.  
 
When Asda and B&Q were proposed I queried the impact on traffic and was patronisingly told 
that I was not qualified to comment on traffic. I was told it would not be a problem. Now look at 
the congestion.  
 
7.67" As set out in full within the accompanying Transport Assessment, the application proposals 
will not result in a material increase in vehicular trips associated with the proposed development, 
in comparison to the extant consent. It is therefore considered that the site access is suitable to 
serve the proposed development".  
 
The extant planning permission was for offices that were never built. This was put forward 11 
years ago and things have changed in the area since then. 
 
7.89 "A noise assessment has been undertaken to evaluate the potential noise impact of the 
proposed plant and delivery programme at the closest existing residential receptors on North 
Road West and across Grovefield Way. It is considered that noise does not pose a material 
constraint to the operation of fixed plant items or deliveries taking place and predicted noise 
levels will be below existing ambient traffic noise levels. The scheme design has been carefully 
developed with nearby residential properties in mind".  
 
I am glad that this has been considered. As I have highlighted previously ambient noise has 
increased substantially since BMW was built. This current level of increased noise should not be 
used a basis for further comparison. 
 
However the noise of traffic, by its very nature, is dependent on the volume of vehicles passing. 
So will the refrigeration/condensing/freezer/fridge units of Aldi be turned off/down at night when 
there are fewer cars passing? 
 
Furthermore noise from passing vehicles varies (The Doppler effect) whereas noise from a static 
refrigeration or air conditioning unit is constant. 
 
7.37 "From the above, it is evident that there would be both short term and long term economic 
sustainability benefits in terms of employment generation. Importantly, there will be jobs created 
with this development which have so far not materialised at the application site".  
 
This refers to the table showing the gross earnings of the employees in the hybrid site. While the 
figures look encouraging this only refers to the site itself.  
 
There is only so much retail business in the area. 
 
Unless business is attracted from outside the area (and hence increasing traffic and congestion) 
what impact will it have on local employees working at the existing shops such as Asda, Pets at 
Home, Home Bargains etc.? 
 
There is no point creating new jobs to replace ones that have been lost.  
 
Also jobs have not been created at the existing site, apart from BMW, because it is a field! (I 
would also query how many new jobs have actually been created at BMW, rather than the 
relocation of jobs previously from the closed other sites.) 
 
7.62" Whilst the proposed development will be in a visible location the development affords the 
opportunity to enhance the approach to Cheltenham along the A40; in conjunction with the new 



BMW flagship building and will further stimulate market interest for the proposed office 
development".  
 
How will an Aldi, a Costa Coffee, some offices and a nursery enhance the approach to 
Cheltenham?  
 
Cheltenham prides itself on being the most complete Regency town in Britain. The brown tourist 
signs on the motorway proclaim "Regency Cheltenham".  
 
How disappointed will visitors be when the first thing they will see is a discounted supermarket, 
some bland offices and a multinational coffee shop?  
 
You have also admitted you are struggling to find clients for the office development. (I have 
received an off the record verbal report that the existing Pure Office has an issue with tenant 
retention.)  
 
7.67 "Furthermore, the implementation of the approved BMW dealership at the north east corner 
of the wider Grovefield Way site has materially altered the landscape character and appearance 
of the site since the 2007 appeal".  
 
BMW has changed the landscape and character of the area. It has made it worse. I have yet to 
meet anyone in the area that has said something positive about it.  
 
8.5 "The operational phase analysis in the accompanying Economic Report prepared by Hardisty 
Jones Associates shows the scheme will deliver employment capacity for 1,018 FTE gross direct 
posts generating incomes in excess of £34 million per annum".  
 
The crude average wage for 1018 employees is £34,000. The average UK wage is around 
£27,000. This crude average, which includes the lower paid jobs of retail and nursery care, puts 
the wage at 26% above the UK average wage.  
 
If you take out the lower paid jobs of Aldi, Costa and Happy Days of the 71 employees totalling 
£1.28m, this leaves the remaining wage costs of £32.72m between 947 office employees, which 
equates to an average of £34,500 each.  
 
When the report freely admits they are struggling to attract office based clients, where are these 
high paid jobs coming from? (It is a shame that GCHQ are opening offices in Manchester - an 
opportunity lost for Cheltenham.)  
 
9.5a "A range of different employment generating uses have therefore now been proposed at the 
site in order to encourage vitality and the stimulate market interest, particularly for the proposed 
offices".  
 
Again if the Pure Offices, with Asda, with their coffee shop, next door and nurseries nearby, 
cannot get full occupancy, why will the new development be any different? 
 
Planning notes  
 
Policy EM2 states "the use is appropriate to the location and adds value to the local community 
and area".  
 
What value is added for the local community when it is already very well served by the local 
supermarkets, nurseries and coffee outlets?  
 
The new offices would add value if you could get full occupancy and highly paid jobs, but there 
does not appear to be the demand.  
 



Retail Report 
 
I have been reading the 51 page retail report and have looked at some of the comments. I do not 
wish to repeat anything already covered in the developer's report but wish to highlight areas of 
interest. 
 
3.18 "On this basis, ALDI complements, rather than competes with, existing local traders and 
generates considerable propensity for linked trips and associated spin-off trade. Store opening 
hours are also more limited than traditional convenience shops/newsagents, which further limits 
direct competition with such outlets".  
 
This looks good and yet the report goes onto say: 
 
3.23" Weekday store opening hours of 8am-10pm, and Sunday opening times to enable general 
flexibility in choice of shopping (within Sunday trading laws)".  
 
How can Aldi complement local traders when it will be open during these hours? Are we to expect 
local traders to benefit during weekday trading only if they are open before 8.00 am and after 
10.00 pm? 
 
Aldi will be directly competing with the smaller stores and Asda. 
 
4.13 "In considering the location of retail development, developers and operators should 
demonstrate flexibility and realism in format, design, scale and car parking" 
 
I have already commented on the insufficient car parking spaces on site for the employees - so 
will you have a situation where shoppers will compete with employees in the limited number of 
spaces? I understand there is an existing issue with employees parking in the B&Q car park.  
 
4.23 "By providing a new Aldi store that is closer to local residents than Aldi's existing store at 
Tewkesbury Road and, indeed, several other out of centre stores elsewhere in Cheltenham, the 
proposal will assist in reducing shopping trips to a range of stores elsewhere, with associated 
sustainability benefits";  
 
There is an Asda already in existence opposite the site which is close to local residents.  
 
If you want to talk about sustainability don't create a new supermarket which will take business off 
other existing stores, which is shown in the economic table. This is contradictory to: 
 
8.29 "Notwithstanding, none of these national multiples will experience any threat to their 
sustained vitality and viability".  
 
10.50 table This table shows the amount of trade expected to be diverted from the two big local 
stores- £3.45m Asda and £2.87m Morrisons.  
 
So you are taking £6.32m off the two established stores, where car parks are rarely full and shop 
staff numbers are reduced through the increase in self- service tills and shopping handsets. 
 
Further capacity for Asda and Morrisons is already in existence through their home delivery 
service. Aldi is not needed. 
 
Aldi HGV Tracking  
 
The tracking drawing seems to show that HGVs will be turning directly onto the car parking area 
of the Happy Days nursery. If these heavy vehicles are operating during the opening hours of the 
nursery I feel this represents a serious hazard to child safety.  
 



If operating outside these hours it will be noisy for local residents.  
 
Already complaints have been sent to Asda about delivery lorries coming in unsociable hours. 
 
While they may turn off their engines, the constant noise from their internal refrigeration units has 
kept local residents awake. This is despite the sound cushioning from the row of trees between 
the store and the local houses. 
 
Acoustic report 
 
The acoustic report mentions: 
 
Delivery vehicle movements occur for less than a minute during arrival and departure of the 
vehicle and, consequently, there is no potential noise impact from this source for the majority of 
the day.  
 
While the sound of the diesel unit will only be heard for a very short while and the engine will be 
turned off while stationary, what about the noise from the lorry's internal refrigeration unit ? 
 
It also mentions the safety reversing alarm: 
 
Manufacturer's data indicates that, for tonal alarms, the most common rating level is SWL 96-
98dB. For white noise alarms, the common rating level is SWL 102dB*. It is assumed that the 
alarms will have a 1 second on/off cycle. The calculation assumes that the alarm will operate for 
10 seconds as the vehicle reverses into the bay. 
 
Although any such alarm will be of a very short duration, if it is triggered during an early 
morning/late night delivery will the local residents be cushioned from the noise or will the noise 
disturb their sleep? Or even worse wake babies? I know some residents in North Road West 
have very young children. 
 
*As an illustration 100db is the same level as witnessing a jet aircraft taking off 305 metres away. 
 
And: 
 
Section 7 details the predicted noise impact from vehicle movements associated with the coffee 
shop and 'drive thru' and indicates that levels will be of the order of 10dB below the lowest 
daytime background at the nearest dwellings. 
 
Yes I can appreciate this, but what about at night when the Costa will still be open and Aldi 
accepting deliveries? You need the lowest night time background noise levels here. 
 
Travel Plan 
 
The travel plan includes a statement from Happy Days nursery which says: 
 
"By way of comparison with existing Happy Days sites of a similar size we are confident that 9 car 
parking spaces is sufficient for the new nursery. Transport methods used by Happy Days staff 
within existing sites include car, public transport, walking and cycling". 
 
A couple of questions arise: 
 
a) Do the parents have specific times agreed to drop off and pick up their children to avoid cars 
bunching up, which would cause delays and frustration? 
b) Of the 9 allocated spaces how many would you see as being taken up by staff all day and 
therefore restricting available places for parents? I understand that there needs to be a minimum 
child/staff ratio dependent on the age of the child. 



c) What arrangements have you made to ensure that parents dropping off or picking up their 
children do not coincide their arrivals and departures with the HGV lorries delivering to Aldi? 
d) If the one of the aims of the nursery is to provide childcare for employees of the new offices 
won't the parents arrive at roughly the same time? I have not come across flexi time in the 
commercial sector for a very long time. The prospect of higher than average wage jobs will attract 
candidates from outside the immediate area. If this is the case parents, alongside other 
employees, will be arriving on site through the single site entrance in a very narrow time window. 
This could lead to on site congestion. 
 
The travel plan Appendix A quotes some very detailed travel statistics, but the period relates from 
9th -16 July 2016. How relevant are these figures when they are taken during the main holiday 
period? 
 
The travel plan appendix F also quotes very detailed statistics from September and August 2016. 
 
This is undoubtedly valuable information, but by its very nature is historic. I am also not sure how 
relevant it is as Appendix F does not seem to relate to Cheltenham, but other areas of the 
country. 
 
Since then BMW has opened and there are plans for a new Leckhampton School, the 
Cheltenham Cyber Park and the Arle Court nursing home.  
 
Corinthian Park Visual Pack 
 
Two points 
 
a) Where are all the cars? 
b) The buildings are coated in bright white render and yet they will face the reconstituted 
Cotswold Stone residential properties opposite. This clashes horribly. Once again lessons can be 
learned from Endsleigh in Shurdington. 
 
Proposed Aldi elevation 
 
Here grey rendering is used as well as white rendering. I know the BMW 
 
 
Comments: 11th June 2018 
lt is anticipated that sorting out the "Air Balloon" A417 traffic congestion will cost £500m. 
 
Are we not in danger of sorting out one problem then creating another if the Grovefield Site is 
developed? 
 
The road system around Arle Court and the surrounding area is already under considerable 
strain.  
 
The level of pollution is so thick in rush hours it can be tasted. 
 
Some councils in the UK have faced class actions for not controlling pollution. 
 
I have already been shunted from behind on this roundabout.  
 
It was only luck that prevented me from suffering a more serious injury. 
 
It has taken 20 years for the "Air Balloon" problem to be properly addressed.  
 
This must not happen again. 
 



 
Comments: 15th June 2018 
I have been looking at the latest proposal for the new offices next to the existing Pure Office and 
Asda reference 18/01180/FUL. 
 
The developer's report has a very interesting paragraph: 
 
"The site is in a highly sustainable location both in terms of being close to extensive local 
amenities, including the adjacent supermarket and in the broader context of Cheltenham".  
 
The developer here has clearly recognised what all the local residents on this forum have 
identified and expressed with such clarity and intelligence, namely: 
 
There are already enough supermarkets, coffee outlets and nurseries in the area. 
 
While any offices providing well paid jobs should be welcomed, there is no logical, social or 
economic reason to build an Aldi, Costa Coffee or even a Happy Days nursery ( especially in 
such a polluted area). 
 
 
Comments: 20th June 2018 
I have been speaking to some local residents about the proposed Aldi. 
 
While some local residents have said the introduction of a new Aldi will provide further choice, 
should wider choice be available in a suburban/semi- rural area?  
 
We may all want extra choice but there is an economic and social cost to choice. Here it could 
lead to job losses in the existing outlets, traffic congestion, pollution and inconsiderate parking. 
 
(If extra services are needed in The Reddings then there are more important things that readily 
spring to mind, including a doctors' surgery where the appointment waiting time is less than four 
weeks.)  
 
A wider range of retail choice is readily available in the town. This is the purpose of a town's retail 
centre. 
 
Also is there such a radically different range of goods that Aldi can provide that Asda and Home 
Bargains cannot? Apart from a different label I doubt it.  
 
I believe that some residents in Benhall have supported a new Aldi, but the difference in travelling 
distance from Benhall to the new Aldi compared to the recently expanded Aldi is around three 
quarters of a mile. 
  
It seems self- indulgent to create a new outlet when the travel time is so similar and where the 
report actually predicts that trade will be diverted from the existing Aldi to the new Aldi.  
 
To give permission to create a new supermarket in the area before Cheltenham's retail review 
has yet to be completed , seems at best premature, at worst folly. 
 
 
Comments: 26th June 2018 
I have been looking at table on the retail assessment which shows the anticipated trade which will 
be diverted to the new Aldi.  
 
The table seems to suggest that total trade for the new Aldi is £11.47m , but this includes £1.6m 
diverted from the existing Aldi. For an effective analysis I feel this transfer of trade from the same 
company needs to be deducted. 



 
The new total is £9.87m.  
 
The new Aldi is predicted to divert £3.45m from Asda. So 35% of the new Aldi's business will be 
taken from an existing store which is situated across the road.  
 
If you add £2.87m predicted to be diverted from Morrisons then the total of diverted trade 
becomes £6.32m. So 64% of Aldi's business will be diverted from 2 stores both within 5 minutes 
drive. 
 
Any retail development will serve an existing surrounding area and food retailing spending is fairly 
consistent , compared to luxury goods or capital expenditure. 
 
I feel this over provision of food retailers in one area will only dilute the amount of existing trade 
amongst the retailers present and not lead to any more jobs. Rather it can only lead to 
uncertainty and possible restructuring within the existing stores. 
 
Aldi is not needed. 
 
Furthermore, any provision for retailers on this site will only reduce the amount of available space 
for higher quality paid B1 jobs, for which there is extant planning permission. 
 
The recent planning application by Robert Hichens for offices next to Pure seems to indicate a 
resurgence in the demand for quality offices . 
 
If this is the case then it seems appropriate to develop offices, which would be in keeping with the 
Local Plan to create employment. 
 
The question also arises that if Grovefield is not used for offices, where else in town is suitable? 
 
 
Comments: 4th July 2018 
Today the BBC have reported the death of a 9 year old girl, which for the first time has been 
directly linked to illegal levels of air pollution in the area, notably from nitrous dioxide. 
 
My thoughts go out to her family on such a tragic and premature death. No family should ever 
have to suffer in this way. 
 
At her age I nearly died from asthma. It was only the rapid arrival of an emergency ambulance, 
intravenous injections of adrenaline and the availability of an oxygen tent that I am here today. 
 
It is a matter of urgency that an accurate traffic study with onsite pollution monitoring is carried 
out before even a single brick is laid. 
 
To place anyone's health at risk due to a supermarket that is not needed and a drive thru coffee 
shop that will attract additional traffic up to 11.00 pm at night is simply wrong.  
 
But to consider placing a pre school nursery at the centre of it , without such pollution monitoring, 
is nothing short of gross negligence. 
 
Accurate monitoring must be done now to assess current levels of pollution and a calculation of 
future pollution must be taken into account, based on more accurate future traffic flows. 
 
While we would all like to live in the developer's world where people cycle, walk or use public 
transport, we have to live in the current world. And that means, sadly, cars and lorries. 
 
 



Comments: 20th September 2018 
I continue to object to this application for the reasons I have stated in detail before. 
 
In summarised form: 
 
a) Aldi - no need in view of existing supermarkets. 
 
b) Happy Days- will compromise existing businesses and is placed in a polluted area. 
 
c) Costa - no need for a drive through coffee shop. If you want a coffee shop for office workers 
this could be built inside one of the offices and only open during office hours. 
 
I welcome the latest drawings that suggest the drive through Costa has been replaced by an 
office. 
 
d) Traffic and pollution - the existing road system cannot cope and additional traffic will only make 
pollution even worse than it is now.  
 
There is now a report in the media linking traffic pollution to dementia, which adds to existing 
studies linking traffic pollution to ill health, especially amongst the young, elderly and vulnerable. 
 
However ,I am not against building offices if it can be proved that they will attract high quality 
jobs. 
 
In the existing applications there is no mention of potential clients interested in occupying the 
offices. Rather the applications appear to be based on a rather hazy "build it and they will come" 
premise. 
 
This compares with the recent application to build an accommodation block at Gloucestershire 
Airport where the developers were keen to publicise the £50m contract, conditional on the block 
being built. 
 
The latest drawings have the commercial names of Bloor Homes and Ridge shown on the 
buildings. (I do not recall this before - only Aldi and Costa were mentioned as having some kind 
of contractual agreement.) 
 
Is there any contractual agreement with Bloor and Ridge to occupy the buildings? 
 
If the developers were able to confirm that high quality jobs were definitely coming to the area, I 
am sure this part of the application would be looked on more favourably by the community. 
 
 
Comments: 1st October 2018 
While I welcome the removal of the drive through Costa Coffee from the revised Grovefield 
application, I still feel that the retention of Aldi is a mistake and will, over the longer term, neither 
benefit the local community or the company itself. 
 
I feel that the supermarket's inclusion on Grovefield is a result of Aldi's current popularity in the 
consumer sector and its very ambitious store expansion programme. 
  
At present Aldi is benefitting from a slowdown in the economy as shoppers search for bargains. 
Aldi has also developed a positive image and has managed to rid itself of any social stigma of 
being a discount store. 
  
The company itself has confirmed its store expansion policy in its last published annual accounts, 
for the year ending 31 December 2016, as a way of increasing market share.  
 



Both Aldi and Lidl are challenging the traditional dominance of Tesco, Asda, Sainsbury's and 
Morrison's. Hence this is the reason for Tesco's decision to open its own discount alternative: 
Jacks. 
  
But how will a new Aldi benefit the community? 
  
Let's look at two statements in the developer's report: 
  
"The Aldi supermarket and nursery provide convenient and accessible facilities required day to 
day by people working in the adjacent offices. Being situated in close proximity to the office 
buildings means immediate links, connectivity and access to childcare and shopping services for 
those that work in the offices".  
 
And:  
 
"To deliver a sustainable development it is important to consider mixed use development where 
different uses are developed alongside each other. Mixed use developments provide easy access 
to services and facilities that can help to create vibrant and diverse places to work. They offer the 
opportunity to have an improved quality of life with convenient access to facilities, resulting in 
reduced commuting and congestion, and greater opportunities for social interaction".  
 
These attractively worded standard statements are impressive and initially it would be difficult to 
argue against their sentiments. 
 
However, they fail to acknowledge that that there is an existing retail site across the road, which 
includes both Asda and Home Bargains. This was clearly recognised by Robert Hichens in their 
application for the new offices next to Asda.  
 
Also how could the development reduce congestion when the existing road infrastructure cannot 
cope with existing traffic and where the traffic study is out of date and was carried out in a non- 
neutral month? 
 
Needless to say, some members of the community have expressed a desire for choice. This is 
understandable. 
But what additional choice will Aldi offer?  
 
The original economic assessment report quotes:  
 
"3.13 ALDI stores are modest-scale supermarkets, selling a deliberately restricted product range 
consisting of approximately 1,500 lines. This is limited in comparison with other grocery stores 
and supermarkets, which can carry anything between 2,500 and 40,000 product lines, with 
superstores often carrying up to 60,000 lines". 
 
So can a "modest - scale supermarket" offer more choice when its business model is specifically 
aimed at a restricted range of products? 
 
Or will it simply duplicate a smaller range of products already on offer in the local stores, including 
the existing Aldi sited just 2.6 miles away? 
 
Are we in danger of promoting a new supermarket just so shoppers can buy the same products 
but with a different label? 
 
I feel the new Aldi may also contravene local planning policy. 
 
"Policy RT7 states that retail development outside of defined Shopping Areas will be permitted 
only where a need for the additional floor space has been demonstrated and the proposals 
individually or in conjunction with other completed and permitted retail development, would not 



harm the vitality and viability of the town centre as a whole or of a district or neighbourhood 
centre". 
 
Has the need for additional floor space been sufficiently demonstrated when the developer's own 
economic statistics confirm that 64% of Aldi's business will come from trade diverted from the 
existing Morrison's and Asda? 
 
This seems to confirm that trade diversion will harm the vitality of the existing stores in the district.  
 
We also need to ask if there was extra retail demand why was the Benhall convenience store 
shut? (It also sold a limited range of goods as a top up shop.) 
 
Secondly, will the rapid expansion of Aldi stores really benefit the company over the long term? 
 
Let's look at their most recently published annual accounts, as reported by the Fresh Product 
Journal on 27 March 2018: 
 
"Aldi's UK profits fell for a third consecutive year in the year to 31 December 2016, down 17 per 
cent to £211.3m - this despite a 13.5 per cent jump in sales to £8.74bn.The retailer said half of 
this fall in profits had been caused by keeping down prices or cutting them, with the rest caused 
by investment in new stores and distribution centres in a bid for future growth." 
 
The article goes on to say: 
 
"According to Reuters, a senior director at one of the big four retailers said Aldi and Lidl's price 
position couldn't last. "The underlying brand equity proposition isn't actually there, it's just that 
they are giving it away below economic rational behaviour," the director is reported to have said".  
 
Are we seeing history repeat itself?  
 
Remember the very rapid expansion of Tesco stores in towns. This over capacity led to the 
subsequent closure of 43 stores nationwide.  
 
Although sales or store expansion figures can look impressive, it is sustainable profitability that 
governs long term business success. 
 
It is only through returning consistent sustainable profits that a company can reinvest for the 
future, make positive returns for its shareholders and provide competitive salaries for its 
employees. 
 
We also need to look at the current stage of the economic cycle.  
At present Britain's economic growth is probably around 2% below its long term average. Any 
economic uncertainty can lead to people search for bargains and be attracted to no frills 
shopping, as seen by the popularity of Kwik Save in recession of the 1990s. 
 
Aldi may be perfectly pitched to the economic cycle at the moment but how long will it last? Once 
Britain's economy strengthens we may see a return to the traditional and more upmarket retailers. 
 
So will the new Aldi benefit the community? 
 
The answer is of course no.  
 
There are more than adequate food retailers in the area and it seems to me that Aldi is only 
interested in the site as part of its very aggressive store expansion policy. 
 
Is this policy right? Only time will tell. 
 



But the economic and social arguments for having a new store in the Reddings are unconvincing.  
 
Furthermore, as has been highlighted comprehensively by The Reddings Resident's Association, 
it may only: 
 
a) provide a possible additional 16 low paid jobs 
b) take revenue from existing stores which could threaten jobs or lead to restructuring 
c) lead to more traffic congestion, pollution and more parking issues 
d) make only a very marginal contribution to Cheltenham Borough Council's annual income 
 
For those making a decision about a new Aldi, two questions should be asked: 
 
"Is this new Aldi store really needed in the area?" 
 
"Can we really support a new supermarket ahead of Cheltenham's Retail Review?" 
 
If there is any doubt, then the sensible decision should be no. 
 
 
Comments: 5th October 2018 
The most frequently used argument to support having a supermarket on such a site is that it 
makes it more attractive for office workers.  
 
While I have said before that I would have no objection to an in office convenience store for the 
site employees, open during office hours only, I feel that the suggested Aldi is disproportionately 
large.  
 
Here, we need to refer back to the economic forecasts quoted in the first application that the 
trade diversion by Aldi from other stores would be £11.47m.  
 
If we accept the total number of employees on the full site would be 1039, then we can calculate 
much each employee would have to spend each week if the Aldi was there purely to service the 
site employees' needs:  
 
£11.47m / 1039/ 52 = £212 per week.  
 
Of course it's totally unrealistic.  
 
I don't know many people who do their main shop straight after work and even fewer who would 
want it sitting in the back of the car on a long commute way home.  
 
So by its very existence, the Aldi will lead to more traffic congestion and pollution by attracting 
shoppers from outside the site. 
 
Furthermore, as identified by The Reddings Resident's Association, the applicant's transport 
analysis predicts up to 282 vehicle arrivals and departures every hour for much of the weekend, 
all into a car park with a maximum of 102 car park spaces.  
 
Where will these shoppers park? 
 
Where will the cars go that cannot immediately get a parking space?  
 
I feel the inclusion of Aldi on this site is more about the company's extremely ambitious expansion 
programme. Their website shows regional maps of the UK with detailed lists of the towns where 
they wish to build new stores, together with the following text: 
 



"Our sustained growth means we are continually expanding our property portfolio to help achieve 
our ever-growing goals for 2022. We have ambitious acquisition and development plans beyond 
that and are looking to acquire sites that meet the following property criteria for our standard store 
format.  
  
Site Requirements 
  
We prefer to purchase freehold, town centre or edge of centre sites suitable for property 
development in towns with a population of 15,000 or more. We are willing to explore all 
opportunities including developer led schemes and existing or new retail units. Our yield profile is 
increasingly adding value to developments. 
  
Your Fees 
  
Typical agent fees are 1.5% of the purchase price (freehold) or 10% of the annual rent 
(leasehold) finder's fee*  
  
Fees regarding the acquisition of portfolio purchases can be discussed and agreed from the 
outset. 
  
*Acting as our agent on previously unknown sites". 
 
Some financial commentators have commented on Aldi's very tight operating profit margin, which 
is only supported by their enormous purchasing power of stock in Europe. 
 
But is this policy right when the outcome of Brexit is still so unclear? 
 
Only time will tell if this policy is successful. 
 
What is clear is that Aldi is not needed on this site. 
 
Comments: 9th October 2018 
I have been reviewing the Local Plan and Joint Core Strategy where there are some very valid 
clauses that relate to the Grovefield Site: 
 
14.1 "The protection and enhancement of the environment is considered essential in helping to 
improve the health and wellbeing of Cheltenham. The wellbeing of the Borough's residents is a 
key consideration in all policy making and no less in the determination of planning applications".  
 
Policy SL1  
"Development will only be permitted where it would:  
a) not cause unacceptable harm to the amenity of adjoining land users and living conditions in the 
locality".  
  
14.4  
"In assessing the impacts of a development including any potential harm, the Council will have 
regard to matters including loss of daylight; loss of outlook; loss of privacy; and potential 
disturbance from noise, smells, dust, fumes, vibration, glare from artificial lighting, hours of 
operation, and traffic / travel patterns".  
 
14.8  
"Major planning applications will need to be accompanied by a Health Impact Assessment in 
accordance with JCS policy SD14. The applicant will also be required to submit supporting 
information to demonstrate how the proposed development positively contributes to health and 
wellbeing and particularly the 10 principles of Active Design developed by Sport England and 
supported by Public Health England".  
 



SD14 on JCS states: 
 
Policy SD14: Health and Environmental Quality  
 
1. "High-quality development should protect and seek to improve environmental quality. 
Development should not create or exacerbate conditions that could impact on human health or 
cause health inequality.  
2. New development must:  
i. Cause no unacceptable harm to local amenity including the amenity of neighbouring occupants  
ii. Result in no unacceptable levels of air, noise, water, light or soil pollution or odour, either alone 
or cumulatively, with respect to relevant national and EU limit values  
iii. Result in no exposure to unacceptable risk from existing or potential sources of pollution. For 
example, by avoiding placing sensitive uses in locations where national or EU limit values are 
exceeded, or by incorporating acceptable mitigation measures into development  
iv. Incorporate, as appropriate, the investigation and remediation of any land contamination within 
the site  
v. Ensure that any risks associated with land instability are satisfactorily resolved  
vi. Take into account the quality and versatility of any agricultural land affected by proposals, 
recognising that the best agricultural land is a finite resource  
vii. Have regard to any areas of tranquillity that are identified in adopted or emerging district plans 
and neighbourhood plans  
viii. Avoid any adverse impact from artificial light on intrinsically dark landscapes".  
 
Anyone from The Reddings will testify that traffic is becoming very congested and , as has been 
said before, the pollution is so thick it can be tasted. 
 
While I can see no economic or logical argument for having a new Aldi, would a new pre-school 
nursery be regarded as a "sensitive use"? 
 
Surely an accurate independent pollution monitoring programme needs to be implemented before 
a single brick is laid for the nursery? 
 
Not to do so could leave the Council vulnerable to criticism and possibly claims in the future. 
 
I have not seen any references to a Health Impact Assessment anywhere in the applications. 
 
We must take into consideration the possible health impact of this development, not only for the 
vulnerable pre school children, but everyone in the community. 
 
   

1 Barrington Mews 
Barrington Avenue 
The Reddings  
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TZ 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
I find it absurd that further planning be granted to continue the development of this greenbelt 
land. As I'm sure you are already aware, planning permission has already been declined for this 
type of development once by CBC and this application should serve as a means of righting the 
wrong that followed when this refusal was overturned. To allow the development of the greenbelt 
further through permitting the construction of any of the proposed commercial buildings would be 
irresponsible and a clear indication that the aim of CBC is to raise income over maintaining the 
quality of life the residents already enjoy. 
 



I do not believe, nor do many of my fellow residents, that these commercial outlets will be 
provided for the benefit of the local community. As I am sure all are aware, the entire plot is 
owned by the Cotswold Motor Group (CMG) Ltd and it seems strikingly coincidental that 
commercial outlets (an ALDI store and a Costa Coffee), which are akin to their target 
demographic, are being proposed. It is my belief that this is entirely the intent to increase the 
footfall at the CMG facility along with maximising the return on their investment of purchasing the 
land. I would be astounded that CBC would put the commercial interests of this one benefactor 
over that of the thousands of residents that live nearby and will be affected by the increase in 
vehicular traffic along with the cascade issues of increased noise, reduction in air quality and 
increase in light pollution from the security needs of the site throughout the 24hr cycle. 
 
It has been made clear by other residents whom also object to this development, all of which I 
support, that the area is already served exceptionally well by supermarkets and coffee outlets 
and no further benefit will be gained. There is an interesting contradiction in the documentation 
that has been submitted by the developer - one report stating that there will be minimal increase 
in traffic yet also another which makes it clear one of the benefits of the development is that 
people arriving into Cheltenham from the M5 along the A40 will see this new development. Surely 
this must imply that an increase in traffic is inevitable, as people whom hadn't originally intended 
to visit Corinthian Park are now drawn towards it. 
 
The increase in traffic flow (which in itself is a contradiction with traffic sitting still most of the time 
on all approaches to the Arle Court roundabout and the Golden Valley roundabout) will only 
negatively impact journey times. As already stated by the CBC contributor to this planning 
application, the roads are already at 'saturation' and the addition of this development will only 
worsen what is already a problem that should be on CBC's agenda to tackle. I already, on my 
journey to work from the Reddings to the North of Cheltenham, take a route directly through the 
town to avoid the traffic on Grovefield Way and I have no doubt more people will do so if this 
application is granted. 
 
The provision of car parking spaces at the CMG is already woefully inadequate. The CMG have 
already notified their existing staff via e-mail that there are not enough car parking spaces for all 
those transferring from their existing sites being amalgamated into this one and have already 
instructed them to find alternate parking arrangements. The view of the transport plan that 
employees and visitors will arrive by bus is also absurd. Why would anyone, even coming from 
Gloucester and assuming a 20 mile round trip, take a Stagecoach bus at the cost of a £5.90 day-
saver (lowest cost for a return journey) that takes 45mins and results in a 0.25 mile walk at the 
other end (from the A40 to the proposed development) over a £2.00 car journey that takes less 
than half of that time. This plan is void of realism.  
 
The Park and Ride facility is already filled with GCHQ and Ultra Electronics employee cars during 
the day and CBC has already admitted via enquiries not related to this planning proposal that 
there is a significant problem with employee's using the P&R for day car parking. It is also not 
difficult to assume that the car parking provisioned by this proposed development will be 
controlled in a manner like that on the B&Q car park, whereby a third party is employed to ensure 
that a 3hr time limit is adhered to and to issue fines for those overstaying. This will therefore 
provide no relief to any parking issues already being established by the CMG facility. The natural 
consequence is that not only will CMG employees use local streets to park but people wishing to 
avoid Grovefield Way and the new developments staff will use them as well. This was 
immediately observed when Ultra Electronics opened on the Arle Court, whereby parking 
restrictions had to be put in place on Hatherley lane to ensure that the road was kept clear as 
employees began parking on both sides of the road, making it impossible to see oncoming traffic 
on bends. 
 
Consequently, I ask that this development be rejected on the grounds stated above and 
summarised here: Unacceptable increase in traffic, unacceptable increase in air and light 
pollution, unacceptable demand placed on existing road infrastructure to the surrounding area, 
unacceptable provision of parking, unacceptable and unrealistic traffic and transport plan, 



unacceptable impact on the local environment and use of green belt land and finally but not by 
any means an implication of lesser impact - an unacceptable reduction on the quality of life of 
those Cheltenham residents that will have to put up with the day to day negative impact of this 
development. 
 
Comments: 4th October 2018 
I find it absurd that further planning be granted to continue the development of this greenbelt 
land. As I'm sure you are already aware, planning permission has already been declined for this 
type of development once by CBC and this application should serve as a means of righting the 
wrong that followed when this refusal was overturned. To allow the development of the greenbelt 
further through permitting the construction of any of the proposed commercial buildings would be 
irresponsible and a clear indication that the aim of CBC is to raise income over maintaining the 
quality of life the residents already enjoy. 
 
I do not believe, nor do many of my fellow residents, that these commercial outlets will be 
provided for the benefit of the local community. As I am sure all are aware, the entire plot is 
owned by the Cotswold Motor Group (CMG) Ltd and it seems strikingly coincidental that 
commercial outlets (an ALDI store and a Costa Coffee), which are akin to their target 
demographic, are being proposed. It is my belief that this is entirely the intent to increase the 
footfall at the CMG facility along with maximising the return on their investment of purchasing the 
land. I would be astounded that CBC would put the commercial interests of this one benefactor 
over that of the thousands of residents that live nearby and will be affected by the increase in 
vehicular traffic along with the cascade issues of increased noise, reduction in air quality and 
increase in light pollution from the security needs of the site throughout the 24hr cycle. 
 
It has been made clear by other residents whom also object to this development, all of which I 
support, that the area is already served exceptionally well by supermarkets and coffee outlets 
and no further benefit will be gained. There is an interesting contradiction in the documentation 
that has been submitted by the developer - one report stating that there will be minimal increase 
in traffic yet also another which makes it clear one of the benefits of the development is that 
people arriving into Cheltenham from the M5 along the A40 will see this new development. Surely 
this must imply that an increase in traffic is inevitable, as people whom hadn't originally intended 
to visit Corinthian Park are now drawn towards it. 
 
The increase in traffic flow (which in itself is a contradiction with traffic sitting still most of the time 
on all approaches to the Arle Court roundabout and the Golden Valley roundabout) will only 
negatively impact journey times. As already stated by the CBC contributor to this planning 
application, the roads are already at 'saturation' and the addition of this development will only 
worsen what is already a problem that should be on CBC's agenda to tackle. I already, on my 
journey to work from the Reddings to the North of Cheltenham, take a route directly through the 
town to avoid the traffic on Grovefield Way and I have no doubt more people will do so if this 
application is granted. 
 
The provision of car parking spaces at the CMG is already woefully inadequate. The CMG have 
already notified their existing staff via e-mail that there are not enough car parking spaces for all 
those transferring from their existing sites being amalgamated into this one and have already 
instructed them to find alternate parking arrangements. The view of the transport plan that 
employees and visitors will arrive by bus is also absurd. Why would anyone, even coming from 
Gloucester and assuming a 20 mile round trip, take a Stagecoach bus at the cost of a £5.90 day-
saver (lowest cost for a return journey) that takes 45mins and results in a 0.25 mile walk at the 
other end (from the A40 to the proposed development) over a £2.00 car journey that takes less 
than half of that time. This plan is void of realism.  
 
The Park and Ride facility is already filled with GCHQ and Ultra Electronics employee cars during 
the day and CBC has already admitted via enquiries not related to this planning proposal that 
there is a significant problem with employee's using the P&R for day car parking. It is also not 
difficult to assume that the car parking provisioned by this proposed development will be 



controlled in a manner like that on the B&Q car park, whereby a third party is employed to ensure 
that a 3hr time limit is adhered to and to issue fines for those overstaying. This will therefore 
provide no relief to any parking issues already being established by the CMG facility. The natural 
consequence is that not only will CMG employees use local streets to park but people wishing to 
avoid Grovefield Way and the new developments staff will use them as well. This was 
immediately observed when Ultra Electronics opened on the Arle Court, whereby parking 
restrictions had to be put in place on Hatherley lane to ensure that the road was kept clear as 
employees began parking on both sides of the road, making it impossible to see oncoming traffic 
on bends. 
 
Consequently, I ask that this development be rejected on the grounds stated above and 
summarised here: Unacceptable increase in traffic, unacceptable increase in air and light 
pollution, unacceptable demand placed on existing road infrastructure to the surrounding area, 
unacceptable provision of parking, unacceptable and unrealistic traffic and transport plan, 
unacceptable impact on the local environment and use of green belt land and finally but not by 
any means an implication of lesser impact - an unacceptable reduction on the quality of life of 
those Cheltenham residents that will have to put up with the day to day negative impact of this 
development. 
 
   

16 Grace Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QE 
 

 

Comments: 15th June 2018 
Can I apologise for having to write an email to you all in order to convey my STRONG objection 
to the above Planning Application, but your CBC website crashes with a Server Error message 
any time I seek to log in or re-register in order to submit an Objection. 
  
Now unfortunately I cannot but help think that the website crashing serves very nicely for those 
who are seeking approval of their Planning Application. I am not for an instant suggesting "foul 
play" is at work, but I am appealing to your sense of fair play that you either extend the period 
residents may object or at least remember the hundreds of residents who objected the first time 
around and most likely would object again if asked. Would you consider testing this by writing to 
each of them asking them whether they still object? I think you know as I know, that there has 
been so little if anything that has changed from the first Application that would change their 
minds. 
 
The facts are that this Application if it proceeds will see massive disruption to local homeowners, 
increased pollution from increased traffic, a loss of yet more countryside and its wildlife and 
country lanes being swamped with traffic they were never designed for (particularly Hatherley 
Lane). Please do the right thing and reject this Application on behalf of all of us who value the 
little countryside we have left. 
 
Comments: 8th October 2018 
With regards the above planning application I am writing to plead with the Council to STOP taking 
up and destroying our green belt land by building yet more unnecessary shops and industrial 
buildings when our town centre is becoming a ghost town due to decentralised estates being 
allowed to grow on the perimeters of the town.  What does this do to wildlife let alone the 
wellbeing of ourselves and our children when so much rural land is being transformed 
unnecessarily. 
 
Tell Aldi's to take up one of numerous Restaurant premises in the High Street and do the same to 
any other Corporate who only wishes to establish new industrial areas because car parking is 
free and travel routes in and out are easy, whereas the Council make parking in the Town Centre 
expensive and have now decimated the travel routes by closing Boots Corner. 



 
For goodness sake, can the Council stop profiteering and attend to revitalising our wonderful 
Town Centre instead of urbanising our gorgeous green belt on the outskirts - enough is surely 
enough with the monstrous BMW garage in Hatherley Lane when they were already well placed 
in Tewkesbury Road!! 
 
Thank you, 
  

25 Leyson Road 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RX 
 

 

Comments: 13th June 2018 
Our main objection as previously is the huge increase in an already congested traffic situation. 
We don't think that another Supermarket is required and we understand that this will be the 12th 
Costa coffee in the Cheltenham area. There is also the obvious wildlife issues and pollution as 
we understand that the air quality in this area is already poor. 
 
   

3 Fairhaven Park 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RW 
 

 

Comments: 8th October 2018 
Letter attached.   
 
   

Coppalex 
North Road East 
The Reddings  
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RE 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
Previous objection still stands.  
  
There remains no local need for any of the amenities under this application and it is frustrating 
that we once again have to state the obvious. We do not want or need another supermarket or 
drive through coffee shop and the location seems less than ideal for a nursery. 
  
- Supermarket application -  
We have two supermarkets locally with numerous local shops which will be further affected by the 
competition. The traffic to the BMW site has increased (increasing pollution) and the roads are 
not suitable for carrying the additional traffic that a supermarket will bring. The Retail and 
Planning Statement for this application (paragraph 3.12 under Aldi's Trading Policy) confirms that 
shopping at a supermarket (according to most shopping surveys) involves use of the private car. 
There is a very infrequent K bus service but the bus stop is being used as a parking space along 
with the farm gates by local workers who do not have enough on site parking. All the residential 
roads around the new BMW site are being used as on street parking for BMW staff and this 
situation will only be exacerbated by further development in the area.  
  
- Drive through Costa Coffee -  



There is a café in Asda and you can also buy coffee from the KFC drive through. Driving whilst 
drinking hot drinks is not illegal however careless driving which can include eating and drinking 
behind the wheel carries a fine of £100 and three penalty points for those whose driving is 
affected. This type of behaviour is being encouraging with a drive through coffee shop. The litter 
from people carelessly disposing of food containers, single use cups and straws from KFC is 
appalling. Another drive through will bring more of the same. 
  
The visual impact of this semi rural area will be further damaged with the area fast becoming a 
copy of the Tewkesbury Road. 
 
Comments: 7th October 2018 
Once again we reject this revised application. Whilst the removal of the Costa Coffee element is a 
positive step there are still many real concerns over this application. 
 
There remains no requirement for an additional supermarket when we are well served by local 
shops including Springfield stores, Asda, Morrisons, Home Bargains and Spar. 
 
We have concerns about where the additional car parking spaces for the proposed Aldi will be 
found when the applicants transport analysis predicts more cars on site at a given time than 
allocated parking spaces allows for. There are already issues with parking in North Road West 
and East, Grovefield Way and near the C3 church due to the lack of staff parking at BMW etc. 
 
A new supermarket will cause additional noise, light and air pollution and this is of real concern to 
residents who border the proposed site. 
 
There have also been issues with flooding since the creation of the BMW Flagship and this is 
likely to increase with any further development on the neighbouring site. 
 
The proposed development will increase traffic flow which the current road infrastructure will not 
be able to support. Long queues of traffic can already be seen daily along Grovefield Way and 
the addition of a supermarket will only compound this issue. 
 
We wholeheartedly support the submissions made by the very capable Residents Association 
who have expressed most succinctly all our objections and would urge the Planning Committee 
to refuse the latest application. 
 
   

Foxstone House 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RL 
 

 

Comments: 28th September 2018 
The current road infrastructure around the area cannot support this significant development. The 
traffic at peak times is already intolerable and roads which are not suitable for heavy traffic are 
being used as 'rat-runs' to skirt around the main roads.  
 
Car parking is a continual problem with cars being 'abandoned' in any available space along local 
roads and even in various spots along Grovefield Way. This proposed development would not 
only compound the parking issue but would increase the level of traffic 'weaving' around all the 
parked cars which inevitably creates an increased risk to local residents, especially children 
walking to and from schools/shops. 
 
As there is plenty of supermarket provision and office space in the area already, there is no 
reason for this abuse of greenbelt land and this application should be rejected permanently. 
 



   
7 Barrington Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TY 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
I object to the proposed development. The previous application was submitted and rejected 
before the BMW garage was operational - now it is open it has had a significant impact on 
parking in the neighbouring roads. North Road East now has more parked cars on it during 
daytime hours - this clears in the evening implying it is daytime workforce parking in the road - 
and as a driver you have to weave up the road due to parked cars. The park and ride is often 
near capacity yet the buses are almost empty (so it is not full of people using the park and ride 
bus) and B&Q now need to have a parking attendant in the car park monitoring people using their 
car park and then leaving the site on foot. If there is already not enough parking for BMW and 
other staff locally then the proposed development of offices/Costa/Aldi will only exacerbate the 
problem. 
 
We already have 2 supermarkets (Asda extremely close and Morrisons only a mile away) and 
Home Bargains also selling household products/food/toiletries at a low price - there is no need for 
another supermarket. 
 
There is certainly no requirement for office space when the development next to Asda/Pure 
Offices is not completed - for locals using the alleyway to Asda off North Road East we are met 
with boarded area of wasteland that is earmarked for offices and never been completed - one 
board has been on the floor for weeks leaving the area behind exposed and there is graffiti 
including swear words which is not pleasant when passing with young children. Yet here is an 
application to build more offices. During the day the Pure Offices parking is all over their 
pavements and once again insufficient parking. 
 
As a resident who can see the BMW garage from our upstairs window I was amazed how lit up it 
is once it gets dark, you can't miss it! - if Aldi and Costa are built we will have trade from early 
morning to late evening 7 days a week and the light, noise and increased traffic that this will 
bring. Despite an overall increase in traffic and noise on Grovefield Way it does quieten down 
comparatively in the evening and at weekends - we do not welcome busy usage 7 days a week 
and for longer hours each day it what is primarily a residential area - if this development goes 
ahead we lose what little green space we have between us and the A40 and M5 and it will 
become more of a commercial/business area.  
 
I agree with other comments that a nursery built within this environment is not providing the best 
environment for children. 
 
This development is not aimed at providing facilities for local people (as there is no need for them 
locally) yet we are the ones who will lose green space and suffer due to traffic, parking issues, 
noise and increased light from businesses open past usual 'working' hours. I can only see that 
these proposals are for use by people using the A40 in/out of Cheltenham and strongly object to 
the impact it will have on local residents and current local businesses. 
 
Comments: 24th September 2018 
My previous comments and objections still stand. 
There is no need for additional retail/supermarket facilities with Asda and Morrisons both close, 
as well as Home Bargains. 
 
Since BMW opened cars are being parked in the surrounding roads and also alongside 
Grovefield Way (wherever there is a dropped kerb for a gate/field entrance or similar), the traffic 
has increased and the thought of adding to this is frightening. B&Q car park now has someone 



sitting in a car there at busier times to ensure that the car park is not wrongly used, this can only 
be an indication of the parking problem. 
 
Office developments are not needed when the area beside Asda remains undeveloped and 
boarded up - a local 'eye-sore' given the frequent graffiti and holes in the boards. Surely this 
space should be developed first. 
The loss of green space - the original plan for office buildings of 2 storeys has been blown out the 
water with the BMW development and this proposal for some 3 storey buildings. Office 
development would mean Monday to Friday but if Aldi is allowed this will be longer opening 
hours, weekends and the onslaught of Christmas busy periods - not what the original proposals 
had at all in mind. As local residents we will have lost all green space between ourselves and the 
A40/M5 - and turn what is a residential area/suburb into one big mass of buildings /retail space. 
I cannot believe the placement of a nursery in the midst of this development is healthy for the 
children.  
 
None of the nursery/drive through Costa/Aldi /office space are going to benefit local residents, or 
needed by us, yet we will pay the price for having this development on our doorstep and I 
strongly object to its proposal. 
 
   

Iona 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RL 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
I wish to object to the above planning application on the following grounds.  
 
The new plan is only a cosmetic change from the application 16/02208/FUL which has already 
been rejected. 
 
In accordance with Appendix 3 Employment Map 3 of the Cheltenham Plan, some of this land 
was given permission for employment use, the remainder was to remain designated green belt 
but this planning application covers all the land.  
The destruction of the Green Belt should be stopped. 
 
The access onto the proposed site is unsuitable: traffic turning onto the site from the direction of 
the B&Q roundabout will cause extra congestion on an already very busy road while waiting to 
turn across the traffic. 
 
The traffic generated by this proposal will cause an increase in the number of vehicles using The 
Reddings as a cut through to access the site and also increase the traffic congestion on the 
roundabout adjacent to B&Q and the Arle Court roundabout. 
 
There have already been several incidents involving impatient drivers crossing onto the wrong 
side of white road centerline heading for the Arle Court roundabout narrowly avoiding a head on 
collision with vehicles heading in the direction of B&Q. 
 
Increase in traffic in this area will make this situation worse. 
 
I believe the noise which will be created by the machinery and traffic will have a huge impact on 
the area, we are already suffering with reversing alarms on vehicles at unsociable hours from the 
existing ASDA and BMW sites. 
  
The applicant states on the application form that there will be 376 car parking spaces 5 motor 
cycle and 106 cycle spaces for 1018 employees. This area already suffers with overflow parking 



problems from BMW, GCHQ and Ultra Electronics this will be exacerbated with the number of 
parking spaces quoted being insufficient for employees and visitors. 
 
There is no need for another supermarket in this area as there are already 6 within a 2.5 mile 
radius of this site including an ALDI only 2.18 miles away.  
 
There are 2 nursery facilities already existing locally 1 at the Community Centre and another at 
the end of Old Reddings Road. 
 
There is a KFC fast food takeaway already in the area which produces large amounts of litter we 
don't need another.  
 
We cannot stop the planning that has already been approved for this site but any additional 
applications should be rejected and the remaining small area of Green Belt protected. 
 
Comments: 5th October 2018 
Letter attached.   
 
   

Hamilton 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RY 

 

 
Comments: 11th June 2018 
I object to this for the same reason as the last set of plans, which were extremely similar. The 
points have been summarised very well by The Reddings Residents Association, and you may 
consider me raising the same concerns as they do around the local plan, the environment, the 
unreliable and incomplete traffic analysis, the economic impact, and everything else. 
 
Comments: 25th September 2018 
My previous objections still stand. No traffic planning, oversupply of office space, oversupply of 
supermarkets, loss of green space. 
 
   

11 Holst Grove 
Cheltenham 
GL51 6GA 
 

 

Comments: 4th June 2018 
Since BMW development there has been an increase in traffic on Grovefield Way. Many vehicles 
exceed current speed limit of 40mph. Noise of traffic has increased, especially on railway bridge. 
 
   

Springfield 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RY 
 

 

Comments: 17th June 2018 
The previous objections raised by us are repeated in respect of the major issues with this 
application, which simply have not changed. 
 
My analysis of the revised proposals is that nothing significant has changed at all, save for some 
minor aesthetic tweaks. If anything, the application is now more out of date and confused then it 



was in December; something I didn't think possible. No account of the emerging JCS or Local 
Plan is taken within this application.  
 
Many people I have spoken to hadn't realised they had to submit comment again, believing their 
original comments stood. I wonder how many more this applies to. 
 
I can put the feelings of the The Reddings area no better that those submitted in The Reddings' 
Residents Association objection, and all 4 of us at Springfield wholeheartedly endorse and repeat 
that objection. . 
 
I would like to commend everybody for taking the time and effort to comment in such detail; 
raising many intelligent and thought-provoking observations. The fact that the once-beautiful area 
has been ripped up to make way for a BMW garage, and potentially a drive-through coffee shop, 
supermarket etc., and leaving residents and road-users to deal with a nightmare traffic situation is 
making people very angry indeed.  
 
The proposed site is, as has been commented before (and as is noted as a constraint on this 
application) still greenbelt. Clearly it is now far from what we all know to be such, (after all, the 
deer that used to be seen in that field have long since been run over), and it is a travesty that the 
land's destruction has been allowed. However, I wish to reiterate the fact that permission has 
ONLY been previously granted for B1, low-rise, appropriate development for a residential area. 
NOT retail. Retail is an entirely different ballgame. Unlike office space, it would be a 7 days per 
week operation and, in the case of the proposed Aldi, open until 10pm. The site will be open from 
05.30am until 11.00pm. This is not conducive with this residential area and is massively intrusive. 
It also remains a live question as to whether the BMW development can be considered 
"appropriate development" given its visual intrusion. Indeed Jackie Fletcher (ex-Ward Counsellor 
and Planning Committee member) commented of the BMW building to the press that "we didn't 
realise it was going to be so big". She wasn't alone. Many were similarly appalled whilst 
witnessing the monster of a building arise from the site.  
 
It has been interesting to note the comment made by another on the previous hybrid application 
on this site that BMW at their current site apparently emailed staff, warning of a shortage of 
parking at the new premises (i.e., Grovefield Way) and for staff to "make arrangements". Setting 
aside the claim by BMW that they would be creating new jobs, when it is clear they were just 
relocating their current operation, it is apparent they knew all along that there would be 
insufficient parking. It would seem they are not interested in how the community it has imposed 
itself upon is going to deal with a problem that is of their making. This, to my mind, brings into 
question the validity of the traffic and transport plans, both for their original application and for the 
proposed retail one. I note also that the Pavillion had previously been contacted by BMW staff 
asking to use their car park (which is a fair walk away). Ultimately, BMW staff now occupy 80 
parking spaces at the Park and Ride, which is incongruous given the facility's intention to mitigate 
pollution. It is however causing local problems where genuine users of the Park and Ride cannot 
park, so they drive to town, or park on the roads. It is therefore not unreasonable to assume that 
roads immediately adjacent the proposed hybrid development would fill up very quickly with staff 
and overflow customer parking after negotiating what are already dangerous roads, with few 
crossings (none on the lethal Hatherley Lane area by the Nuffield). All of this is pertinent 
because, after seeing the council's inability to enforce the BMW travel plan, I have no confidence 
that they will enforce this one.  
 
The bus 99 now calls at the Park and Ride which has caused significant increase in local traffic, 
and this is before the multi-storey car park is built on the site to help accommodate vehicles from 
the proposed West Cheltenham development. The whole area is becoming a car park! 
 
In addition to significant levels of noise and light pollution and fumes, retail outlets would also 
encourage significant volumes of traffic in the area at peak times, holidays and at weekends. By 
its very nature, a Costa drive-through would produce more traffic. With regard to Happy Days, I'm 
not quite sure who would be happy to place their child in a nursery in the middle of a trading 



estate (with all of the environmental, health-damaging issues associated with fumes etc), but any 
that did, would also arrive in the main, by car. All this at a time when there is so much publicity 
about air quality. Indeed only today it was reported that 278 deaths per year in Gloucestershire 
are attributable to poor air quality. To put tots in amongst this is frankly irresponsible. 
 
There will also be an impact on local nurseries, childminders and playgroups as detailed by 
others. I also believe that once permission for retail is granted, it will set a precedent for the rest 
of this site and, equally worrying, neighbouring greenbelt. No commitment is given to building 
offices 3 and 4 which, I note, boast that they would be fitted out to accommodate any use - ideal 
for future retail applications. Clearly a retail park by stealth. 
 
The fact that Costa would have an outdoor seating area will impact neighbours, as there will be 
potential for people to be sat outside until 10pm. Also, there will be alcohol sales in Aldi until that 
time, with the risk of anti-social behaviour; something that currently isn't an issue in that area. 
 
There is no mention specifically of the Springfield Provisions store which has traded in The 
Reddings for many years. Presumably the shop is seen as irrelevant. It is however difficult to see 
how such a shop could compete with Aldi. The applicant's supporting documents gloss over this 
as they appear to believe that such shops won't be affected. This flies in the face of common 
sense. The impact assessment indicates that they appear content to strip £0.57million from 
"other" shops. I am sure CBC would not wish to have anything to do with forcing small shops 
such as Springfield Provisions out of business.  
 
There doesn't seem to be any interest in nature anymore either, presumably because the site has 
already been ravaged. I and others have email GCER with sightings of wildlife in the area. The 
sight of another dead hedgehog adjacent the site recently confirms that wildlife is still using the 
site, albeit that they will be struggling. 
 
The wholesale removal of so many mature trees purely to "show off" BMW has been very hard to 
observe and is a complete travesty. The removal of the ancient oak was a particularly sad day for 
the area. The site now appears very bare. Landscaping on the site is either dead/dying or a very 
long way of maturity. 
 
The road layout into the site would be wholly inadequate were retail to be added to the mix, with a 
refuge for turning into the site for only a few vehicles. After witnessing the disruption to traffic 
caused by people trying to turn into Aldi in Tewkesbury I fear the worst. As it is motorists during 
rush hour perform three point turns to avoid the queue. Who will take responsibility for any 
accidents that will inevitably happen there? Given that the Route 41 of the National Cycle 
Network runs past the site, and down North Road West, an exponential rise in vehicle use in the 
area will deter many, many more cyclists. This at a time when so much money has been spent on 
the route further up the road. Are we a cycle-friendly area or not? Mixed messages. 
 
I would like to reiterate that Grovefield Way was originally developed as a ring-road to alleviate 
traffic from The Reddings/Hatherley - this site would be a complete about-face on that original 
undertaking and would actually force traffic back into The Reddings and surrounding areas. The 
road's construction was considered essential many years ago, ie, BEFORE to the development of 
KFC, Travelodge, Redgrove, Home Bargains, Pets at Home, B&Q, Asda, Pure Offices, the Park 
and Ride, the new housing development. This is not progress. 
 
I would point out that a subsequent reliance on traffic calming on the road called "The Reddings" 
(I refer specifically to the section between the two Reddings mini roundabouts and containing the 
Animal Hospital/Springfield Provisions and Leyson Road) will once again be strongly resisted. 
Whilst I cannot speak of other roads within The Reddings and surrounding areas, and must leave 
that to others to comment, this stretch of road is totally unsuited for ANY calming. Proposals were 
put forward in the past for cushions and double yellow lines on The Reddings which would have 
caused massive inconvenience to residents and consequently, a petition was raised and the 
proposals were dropped. The road in this section is too narrow, has staggered driveways and is 



used half hourly by double decker buses (which Highways admitted they were unaware of until it 
was pointed out to them) which are a vital link for the elderly and infirm in the area. Any attempt 
to jeopardise this will cause uproar. Traffic calming to deal with the issues of this proposed site is 
not the answer; less traffic is. 
 
Drainage problems have frequently arisen as a concern amongst objectors. Who will take 
responsibility for flooding in residents' properties if they suffer as a consequence of inadequate 
provision? Having detailed and thorough plans for the intentions of the drainage is crucial. Local 
properties are already flooding in that road. The road surface on North Road West is now in 
trouble following BMW developing the site. It has been patch repaired - unsuccessfully. Why 
should others be paying to put right something that BMW have caused with their development? 
 
I wish to point out that it is now clear that residents of The Reddings and surrounding areas are 
absolutely at the end of their tether with how we are being treated and will no longer put up with 
it. It has been disappointing that we were given so little time to respond and I am confident that 
many, many more objections would be raised if more residents were contacted and more time 
was available.  
 
I question the validity of the clearly partisan "expert reports" produced by the applicant and their 
agents, and believe that they should be treated with scepticism.  
 
Planners now have the opportunity to reject this ridiculous proposal and right a terrible wrong that 
has been carried out in our community. They must show that they have the wishes of residents 
and the protection of our environment in the forefront of their minds. Allowing the dreadful BMW 
to be foisted on our community was a massive mistake - one that cannot be repeated with this 
application. 
 
   

Rye Lodge 
North Road East 
The Reddings  
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RE 
 

 

  Comments: 11th June 2018 
I strongly object to the application for the following reasons: 
 
1. There already two supermarkets nearby, both of which are rarely busy. Asda is a two minute 
walk from the proposed site, and Morrisons is approximately 1.5 miles away. In addition, the 
recently built Home Bargains (100 metres from the proposed site) already sells many of the 
products that you would expect to find in an Aldi store. 
 
2. I cannot understand how there can be a need for additional commercial office space when 
much of the office space created at the Asda site remains unoccupied. There is already a section 
of this site boarded off for creating future office buildings, but no indication that building work will 
commence in the short or medium term. My concern is that, if the application is approved, the 
applicant will later announce that office space is not required after all, and will seek to turn the 
site into a retail park. 
 
3. Parking in the area is already very busy, due in part to the fact that many GCHQ workers 
choose to park in nearby streets than pay to park on the GCHQ site. Also, there are not enough 
spaces for BMW staff, who have resorted to parking in local streets and in lay-byes along 
Grovefield Way. The changes to the Park and Ride are only going to make this worse. The 
number of additional parking spaces created on the proposed site appears to be significantly 
lower than the number of additional jobs created (which in itself seems highly unlikely), 
suggesting that the parking issue in surrounding roads is likely to become considerably worse. 



 
4. Traffic along Grovefield Way is already very heavy each morning and evening. My wife drives 
from our home on North Road East to work every morning, and it frequently takes her more than 
half an hour to drive the few hundred metres from the roundabout on The Reddings to the 
roundabout next to B&Q. This has become considerably worse following the opening of the BMW 
showroom last year. The traffic data in the application is grossly out of date, and the more recent 
survey is unreliable. 
 
5. The Reddings and Hatherley Lane have already become 'rat runs' every morning and evening, 
and traffic all along Hatherley Road towards the town centre is significantly heavier than it used to 
be. This is likely to become even worse if the application is approved. 
 
6. In addition, the volume of traffic queuing to get into the Park and Ride site next to B&Q is often 
very busy, even at weekends, with queuing all along Grovefield Way. 
 
7. It is very difficult to see how there can be a demand for a drive through Costa Coffee when 
there are plenty of shops nearby selling coffee. For example, the cafe at Asda sells cost, as does 
KFC across the road from the site. I understand that there are now 15 Costa Coffee shops in 
Cheltenham, so plenty already.  
 
8. There is no need for a new nursery when there is already an excellent playgroup run at The 
Reddings Community Centre on North Road West. I understand that this playgroup already has 
vacancies.  
 
9. I have concerns over the impact on air quality, particularly from the number of cars and lorries 
that will result if this application is approved. Areas of Cheltenham already breach Government 
pollution guidelines, and this application will only add to that. A drive-through Costa is clearly only 
going to add to pollution levels. 
 
10. I am also concerned about the constant flow of water down North Road West, even on very 
hot days. The BMW showroom has clearly had a negative impact on the local water table, and 
has resulted in flooding of local properties. 
 
11. Finally, there was widespread criticism of the design of the previous application (16/02208), 
yet the applicant seems to have largely ignored this. The designs are very poor, unattractive, and 
not appropriate for either the area or for the gateway into Cheltenham. 
 
There seems to be a complete and deliberate disregard for the opinion of local residents. It is 
difficult to see how any of the proposals could benefit the local community. 
 
Comments: 6th October 2018 
I fully endorse all of the points raised by the Reddings Residents Association, and all of the 
objectives that I raised in my previous comment still stand. In particular, I strongly object to the 
application for the following reasons: 
 
1. Traffic in our area has increased significantly in recent months. The recent work on the A40 out 
of Cheltenham seems to have encouraged a great number of drivers to use Hatherley Lane and 
The Reddings as rat-runs, even though the A40 is fully open again. Permitting this application is 
bound to make traffic worse than it already is. The roundabout by B&Q is extremely busy at 
peaks times, and the Arle Court roundabout is horrendous at most times of the day. Every 
morning and evening, traffic backs up along all roads leading to the Arle Court roundabout, with 
traffic on the A40 regularly backing up all the way to the M5. This application should not be 
considered until a solution to the existing problems has been found and implemented. 
 
2. Inadequate car parking facilities are included in the proposals. We already have car parking all 
along our roads, cars park on verges and in laybys in the area, so where are all the additional 
cars going to go? Public services in this area are fairly poor, there are no cycle lanes from 



Gloucester so how else are people going to get here other than drive? I understand that 282 
vehicles are predicted to arrive and leave every hour, yet there are just 102 parking spaces in the 
plans. How does that work? 
 
3. We already have plenty of supermarkets and shops in the area. There is no need for another 
supermarket. The applicant's own figures seem to prove this, by stating that a large proportion of 
custom will come from the existing Asda and Morrison's supermarket, rather than being new 
custom. Asda and Morrison's are always quiet, and many manned tills have been replaced with 
self-checkouts because there aren't enough customers to justify additional checkout staff.  
 
4. Additional childcare facilities are not required, when there are excellent facilities in the area 
already. Also, placing a nursery in the middle of office buildings, car parks, a supermarket and a 
car showroom, and right next to the M5 and A40 hardly seems sensible. Every day we hear about 
the terrible effects that pollution is having on our health, and young children should not be 
exposed to such high pollution. 
 
5. The applicant's claims about the number of new jobs that will be created are fanciful, and 
disingenuous. We all know that, if the application is approved, the applicant will seek to amend 
the plans to reintroduce a Drive-through Costa and other unwanted facilities, significantly 
reducing the number of jobs created. 
 
6. I am very concerned about the loss of natural habitat for birds and animals. The BWM 
showroom has already had a hugely damaging impact, and allowing this application to proceed 
would be devastating to the animals, birds and fauna that remain. 
 
As a final comment, I find it unbelievable that local residents have had to comment three times on 
what is essentially the same application. The applicant clearly hopes that by making several 
applications, those that oppose the proposals will eventually give in. They are wrong. This is an 
inappropriate and unwanted application that, if approved, will cause terrible and irreperable 
damage to a quiet, residential area. It must be refused. 
 
   

2 Barrington Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TY 
 

 

Comments: 8th June 2018 
Object - For all of the same reasons as previous objection to previous application. The area is so 
congested and busy already that it simply cannot cope with extra traffic and pollution. It is 
deteriorating the quality of life for Reddings residents. 
 
   

6 Barrington Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TY 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
I object on the following grounds: 
1) The increase in traffic on an already congested road 
2) The increase in noise pollution 
3) The fact that the Greenbelt land was specifically released for offices-not retail 
 
 



 
 
 
   

6 Frampton Mews 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6UG 
 

 

Comments: 7th June 2018 
I am writing to you in regards to the planning proposal submitted adjacent to the Cotswold BMW 
showroom off of Grovefield Way.  
 
I am very concerned about the increased traffic that is inevitable if an Aldi Supermarket and 
Costa Coffee outlet are built. Traffic on this road and the Asda roundabout is already extremely 
heavy, and pollution levels will only increase. With housing so close to this proposed 
development, increased traffic and pollution will make the area unsafe for us residents. Noise will 
also be a problem for residents, especially given the late opening times proposed for the Aldi 
store.  
 
I therefore would like to submit these concerns and object the proposal.  
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
   

4 Bladon Mews 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6UJ 
 

 

Comments: 27th September 2018 
I would like to object to the planning proposal for several reasons: 
 
I live directly opposite this site and have already had the joy of watching the BMW garage being 
built. This building surely serves as a warning at how a planning application can be passed but 
then changed to suit to the detriment of those living nearby. Has anyone noticed how this building 
looks like a boat at night when it's all lit up? The mini on top is like a cherry on top! I am therefore 
concerned as to the loss of visual amenity and the amount of light pollution any further 
development of this site will produce. 
 
I have recently been on maternity leave and regularly see staff from the BMW parking on local 
roads such as North Road East and even on grass verges on Grovefield Way which are not 
designated car parking spaces. If this is a problem now, then there will be a more significant 
problem with parking with further buildings on this site. 
 
I am concerned with highway safety and road access - I have already seen an increase in traffic 
in the area as result of the BMW garage so further buildings regardless of use will only compound 
this issue. The roundabout from the Reddings onto Grovefield Way is an accident waiting to 
happen due to poor visibility and speed of some vehicles that approach it.  
The suggestion of having a nursery seems ludicrous - as a recent parent I would not consider 
sending my daughter there what with the nearby motorway and bypass, the amount of pollution in 
the air surely is a concern? 
 



I am also concerned with the loss of nature habits and increase of noise pollution. I enjoy 
listening to the birds in the morning and can hear local buzzards in the sky so would be 
concerned that this could be effected or lost. 
 
Finally I am concerned at the loss of trees that serve as both a screen against the site but also 
reduce noise from the nearby bypass and motorway. The BMW garage have already removed 
trees and killed those that they planted. Please do not build further on this site, there really is so 
much to loose and nothing to gain. 
 
   

27 Chalford Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6UF 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
I strongly object to this planning on these grounds..... 
 
We do not need another supermarket in this area. We can walk to ASDA, or Home Bargains, in 5 
mins, and even only 20 mins to Morrisons. This is especially relevant because ALDI already has 
a new expanded store not 10 minutes drive from here, on this side of Cheltenham. 
 
We already have cases of employees from BMW parking in our roads because they do not have 
enough parking spaces. I know that PURE Offices near to ASDA were approached by BMW to 
pay to use their parking spaces, as BMW knew they did not have enough for their employees. As 
it is, PURE Offices does not have enough either. To this end, it seems obvious to me that each 
new development woefully underestimates the number of car spaces for employees. There is 
nothing to suggest that this development will be any different, and the result is our quiet 
residential parking and roads being over-run with excess cars. 
 
Additionally, the P & R is overrun with GCHQ employees, who also do not have enough spaces, 
and an expansion of the P & R is desperately needed, especially as the council have increased 
parking charges so much in the town centre that it puts people off going in to town. Many people 
do not. This has been made worse by getting rid of the single line, free in the evening and on 
Sunday spaces. None of this helps where cars need to go and park each day. 
 
A COSTA coffee, day nursery and some offices could easily be put on to the site next to ASDA, 
which is languishing in disrepair and unused. 
 
All I see are estimates of employment rates, and rates income for the council, but no real 
alternatives for the residents. There is no real consideration for those who live here. If you want to 
improve the lives of people who live in Cheltenham, you should start to listen to their needs, not 
those of developers and businesses. 
 
   

1 Tibberton Grove 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6UH 
 

 

Comments: 20th September 2018 
This development is inappropriate and unnecessary as it would be surplus to requirements.The 
office space already available is not fully let.The traffic pollution and volume at certain times of 
the day is high as is noise from this traffic.Coffee drive through would lead to littering. 
 



   
2 Frampton Mews 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6UG 
 

 

Comments: 18th June 2018 
Letter attached.   
 
   

Cheadlewood 
North Road East 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RE 
 

 

Comments: 9th October 2018 
I strongly object to this application. 
 
Greenbelt: 
The status of the land is currently green belt which local residents cherish. There are no 
exceptional circumstances which need a change in current boundaries. 
 
The BMW site continues to blight our lives with insufficient parking spaces meaning workers are 
filling up local streets; and greatly increased congestion on Grovefield Way. It should never have 
been approved. We don't want another debacle. 
 
No need for this development: 
There is no evidence of any need for any more supermarkets. We are already well-served by 
Asda, Morrisons, Coop and Tesco; and a number of smaller stores such as Home Bargains. 
Recently the Farm Shop on Grovefield Way closed; which points to there not being a need when 
the area is already well stocked with supermarkets. Why do we need another supermarket to 
compete with others that are within walking distance? 
 
Noise Pollution: 
With the BMW development we have already seen an increase in traffic noise. This has totally 
changed people's ability to relax in their gardens with the constant drone of traffic. Another large 
sprawling development would only make matters much, much worse. The applicant suggests 282 
vehicles/hour at Aldi at evening and weekend. Between 09:00 to 20:00 on Saturday and Sunday 
that equates to an additional 6,200 vehicles; not counting weekdays. It would get such that it 
would be impossible to sit in one's garden anymore. This development would effectively prevent 
people from enjoying their outdoors. 
 
Car Parking: 
Residents on North Road East are still experiencing severe difficulties getting in and out of 
driveways due to BMW personnel parking opposite house entrances. This has lead to a fractious 
situation and will get worse with the influx of employees and customers from another 3 
developments. 
 
Traffic: 
There is absolutely no doubt that a supermarket would bring much increased traffic. Grovefield 
Way is already a congestion zone in the mornings. This would only make matters worse, causing 
drivers to divert down residential roads such as The Reddings or North Road West. Moreover, 
the increased traffic would be seen throughout the day and evening; especially since a 
supermarket is effectively a 24-hour operation. 



 
Parking, traffic and noise are already very bad and will only become worse. I plead with you to 
side with YOUR public and completely reject this application. 
 
   

The Pavilion 
Hatherley Lane 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6PN 
 

 

Comments: 13th June 2018 
I am writing in my capacity as the minister of C3 Church which owns The Pavilion, Hatherley 
Lane. 
 
This proposed development is causing a great deal of distress to those living and working in this 
area for very valid reasons which need to be heard.  
 
The amount of traffic congestion in this area has increased dramatically in recent years and this 
proposal will make this worse along with the increased problems of street parking, air pollution 
and noise. The bottle neck of traffic trying to get on to the A40 during rush hour is already a 
difficulty. The loss of greenbelt land to accommodate unnecessary additional supermarkets, 
coffee shops and office space is unacceptable.  
 
This plan seems to have been poorly put together based on inadequate data and an 
inappropriate use of green space, which should have been left as it was. The fact that local 
residents now have flooding problems to contend with suggests that no-one did their panning 
properly in the first place which gives no confidence that any further plans will be well thought out. 
 
Please listen to what those who live here and know the area are saying and reject this proposal. 
 
   

27 Chalford Avenue,  
The Reddings 
CHELTENHAM 
GL51 6UF 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
I strongly object to this appeal in accordance with those comments made by The Reddings 
Residence Association. These are as follows: 
 
1) To be clear, TRRA do not take issue with the B1 elements of the application nor the extant 
permission as a fall-back.  
2) TRRA and the vast majority of the 1000 households that it represents, the ward councillors, 
neighbouring residents' associations, businesses and parish council have previously objected to 
the non-B class application. No comments in support of this application have been made to date. 
3) As set out, we find a multitude of reasons why the application conflicts with policies, namely 
Retail, Local, Greenbelt and the NPPF. 
4) Some of the reports submitted are now significantly out-of-date and use old, flawed data. The 
application remains confusing and is not transparent as to its intentions for the B1 development 
elements in particular. 
5) The Local Plan is not yet finalised, and the Retail Plan is not written. This application is not 
consistent with either.  
6) This proposal is contrary to the current retained Retail Plan.  
7) The reports were drafted before the current editions of the Local Plan and JCS.  



8) Objection reports were filed by other traffic and planning consultants in respect of the previous 
application. These refute many of the applicant's reports, conclusions and claims. The applicant 
reports in support of this application do not address them. 
9) The traffic data is grossly out-of-date and the more recent survey is unreliable. 
10) Air quality monitoring and objective, impartial assessment is required. 
11) This proposal is very different to a B1-only proposal inasmuch as offices are likely to be 
operating at capacity 5 days per week, 08:00 to 18:00 hours with predictable traffic flows at finite 
periods. Retail will be 7 days per week, 05:30 to 23:00 hours with 24 hours per day intense 
lighting and very variable traffic flows all day and every day. Also, further light pollution from 
vehicle headlights shining into windows at all hours would occur. 
12) Traffic was bad and is now very bad following the BMW being opened in August 2017. Traffic 
fumes are very noticeable due to the standing traffic and yet it is proposed to build a pre-school 
nursery in the middle of it. What of the health risks to the children, residents and drivers who are 
now in stationary traffic? How is this being assessed? The applicant fails to do so in the 
documents submitted. This was a significant concern for the planning committee. 
13) Acoustic background noise from stationary traffic and deliveries and vehicle movements 
around the site will increase significantly compared to the extant B1 permission. The problem is 
compounded by the applicant having previously felled much of the tree and vegetation screening 
along the A40 and Grovefield Way to display their BMW building. 
14) B1 is likely to create modal shift with local jobs for local residents. Conversely, retail will 
encourage journeys from out-of-town. As such, it is contrary to the NPPF. 
15) If permitted, this will be the 15th Costa Coffee in Cheltenham. In this regard, the county is 
already a laughing stock. Costa will also encourage consumption of hot drinks whilst driving.  
16) The applicant's projected full time B Class job numbers are misleading and use incorrect 
numbers. 
17) The very special circumstances in 2007 were to permit the use of premier Greenbelt land for 
employment purposes with the creation of high value B1 jobs on a large site. The BMW 
development has already removed over 33% of the original site area available and created few, if 
any, new full time jobs. This proposal will take a further 12% of the site for non-B Class 
development to create 71 associated new full time jobs. However, that will be at a cost of 132, or 
more B1 jobs that would be created on the same 2448sq meters of the site. As such, the loss of 
B1 jobs to the retail/childcare A and D class proposal will remove a potential £588,000 per annum 
from the local economy compared to the equivalent B1 employment wages that would be 
generated by the extant B1 permission. 
18) Altering the site contours and stockpiling of soil during the BMW development has altered the 
historic ability of the site to absorb storm water run-off from Grovefield Way. This is causing 
flooding to local houses. The proposed development must account for this water in their designs, 
having already realigned the entrance road, and missing the chance to improve the highway 
drainage whilst doing so. A local spring has also changed course and is causing continuous 
damage to the adjoining highway "North Road West". 
19) The nature of the application, with only outline permission requested for the majority of the B1 
offices, means that neither CBC, nor residents can have confidence that the proposals placed 
before them are transparent or coherent, and that the applicant will not subsequently reapply to 
adjust the proposals once he has secured permission for A and D class development on the site, 
as he did for BMW. 
20) The proposal is not appropriate development in the Greenbelt.  
21) The development does not pass the sequential test because The Reddings area is not 
recognised in the policies retained in the Local Plan. The former BMW site on Tewkesbury Road 
(now a Lidl & Starbucks) is nearing completion. Do we need another supermarket or coffees 
shop? The large Wholefoods and Baileys sites are now vacant. Paragraph 27 of the NPPF clearly 
states that if the sequential test is failed, permission should be refused. The sequential test is 
undoubtedly failed. The applicant's comments retarding North Place are speculative. 
22) It is clear from the applicant's own economic analysis that a combined loss of turnover to 
Morrisons, Asda and "other" local stores of £6.89m will occur. That represents existing jobs and 
shops in the local community that will be lost. £6.89m is 60% of the projected total turnover for 
the new Aldi. At best the job losses will be translated to equivalent jobs at Aldi. Statistically, 
however, it is fair to say that only 40% of the jobs projected for the proposed Aldi will be new jobs. 



That said, as the whole economic analysis is based on trade diversion, the balance of new jobs at 
Aldi must also relate to jobs lost elsewhere in the county. This "trade off" will not occur if the 
applicant builds the B1 offices that he already has permission for. 
23) The draft unilateral undertaking by the developer on the previous application does not offer 
adequate security that the whole site will not become a retail park by stealth. Indeed, on the 
applicant's own Design and Access statement it congratulates itself that "The offices have not 
been designed with an end user in mind, so the space created needs to adapt easily to changes 
in need or use. The buildings must be open plan, to allow for easy sub-division to appeal to a 
wide range of potential occupiers. Taking this approach ensures that the buildings will be 
versatile and adaptable, ensuring they will remain viable into the future". As such, the architecture 
and style of the offices that they propose to build can easily be converted to retail in the future. 
24) There are so many flaws in this application that we are surprised that it has been brought 
forward for consideration, when the previous application identified that only some of the worst 
aspects of the initial application had been adjusted over the course of several amendments in 
2017. The current application makes only minor cosmetic changes and still fails to properly 
address the concerns that were raised in the previous application. 
We believe that our community, and Cheltenham, deserves the right solution in line with the 
visions of the emerging Local Plan. Precious Greenbelt has been sacrificed for this B class 
employment land site. For that to have happened just to make way for more coffee shops and 
supermarkets would be wrong and we find nothing to support the applicants advocacy for same 
in the facts of this matter. 
We urge you to reject this application and thank you for your time and consideration of our 
submission. 
 
The Reddings Residents' Association 
 
   

69 Redgrove Park 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QY 
 

 

Comments: 6th October 2018 
The revised proposal still includes the supermarket so everything I previously noted still applies. If 
we carry on like this with planning we will simply swallow up more and more land and have dead 
boarded up hearts to towns. There simply is no need for yet another supermarket this side of 
town, there is already too much traffic pulled across from Charlton Kings, Leckhampton etc. It will 
not create more jobs, there is a finite amount of food people buy. It is not clear whether the 
takeaway is still buried in the above description; an improvement if it has been removed. 
 
   

6 Tylea Close 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RB 
 

 

  Comments: 2nd October 2018 
Apart from a minor change, which is the omission of the Costa Coffee Drive through. The scheme 
is essentially the same as that described in submission 16/02208/FUL which was refused 
permission by the Council Planning Committee in December 2017. 
 
Although this small change is welcome it does not address the fundamental reasons why this 
planning was and should be rejected. Therefore again I wish to strongly object to this proposed 
development on the following grounds: 
 
1) The existing planning allows for B1 and NOT A1 class 



 
2) The traffic at peak times adjacent to the BMW development is already stationary /gridlocked. 
Therefore the road infrastructure in this area is NOT able to take further development. 
 
3) We already have Morrison's, ASDA, Home Bargains, Spar and a local store/Newsagent in our 
area. Therefore there is NO requirement/need for additional supermarket this side of 
Cheltenham! 
 
4) The supposed employment benefits of the ALDI supermarket will be negated by reduction in 
both revenue and staff at nearby supermarkets, Morrisons and ASDA. These jobs will probably 
be low pay, which is in contrast to the potential high pay jobs if the original planning consent for 
B1 office space is adhered.  
 
4) CBC should be acting strongly to encourage shops to move into the town centre and move 
away from out of town stores. Otherwise Cheltenham will become like other towns full of boarded 
up shop fronts.  
 
5) If this development is allowed to proceed there will be significant further noise and pollution 
impact to this area of Cheltenham. 
 
6) The drainage issue on North Road West caused by the development of the BMW site has yet 
to be addressed. Any future development will exacerbate the problem and therefore this needs to 
be resolved before any development is even considered. 
 
Comments: 4th June 2018 
I wish to strongly object to this proposed development on the following grounds: 
 
1) The existing planning allows for B1 and NOT A1 class 
 
2) The traffic at peak times adjacent to the BMW development is already stationary /gridlocked. 
Therefore the road infrastructure in this area is NOT able to take further development. 
 
3) We already have Morrisons, ASDA, Home Bargains, Spar and a local store/Newsagent in our 
area. Therefore there is NO requirement/need for additional supermarket or coffee outlet this side 
of Cheltenham! 
 
4) CBC should be acting strongly to encourage shops to move into the town centre and move 
away from out of town stores. Otherwise Cheltenham will become like other towns full of boarded 
up shop fronts.  
 
5) If this development is allowed to proceed there will be significant noise and pollution impact to 
this area of Cheltenham. 
 
6) The drainage issue on North Road West caused by the development of the BMW site has yet 
to be satisfactorily addressed. Any future development will exacerbate the problem and therefore 
needs to be resolved before any development is considered. 
 
7) Any development should utilise the brown field land adjacent to "Pure Offices" first. 
 
   

Linghem 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RT 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 



There is simply no need for a third supermarket in this area as it is already served by Asda and 
Morrisons. 
 
The increase in traffic is of significant concern, particularly around the entrance to the proposed 
development where there is already serious congestion at peak times. This would inevitably lead 
to The Reddings being used as a cut-through to avoid the congestion.  
 
This is Green Belt land that should be preserved. 
 
   

South Park 
Cheltenham 
GL51 4XD 
 

 

Comments: 14th June 2018 
1. This application appears to be substantially the same as the previous one (16/02208/FUL). I 
was opposed to that and was glad to see that it had been refused by Cheltenham Borough 
Council. The reasons for that refusal are equally relevant to this application. 
 
2. The BMW showroom should not have been allowed on this site. It has not led to an increase in 
local employment and was not envisaged when permission was originally given for B1 offices 
(which would have provided additional employment). Furthermore it is an absolute eyesore on a 
highly visible access road to Cheltenham. Whilst that permission cannot be undone, any 
additional applications for this site should be considered very critically. 
 
3. The land is Green Belt and is critical to maintaining the separation of Cheltenham and 
Gloucester. The AMEC Green Belt review (carried out to support the JCS) gave it an extremely 
high rating in fulfilling the purposes of Green Belts. (This review was not available as evidence 
when the existing development was allowed on appeal and, if it had been, may well have affected 
that decision). 
 
4. If there is to be any further development on this site it should be restricted to B1 offices, which 
is what the original permission allowed. I am particularly concerned about the creeping 
"retailisation" of the area. I do not think we need more on this particularly sensitive part of the 
Green Belt 
 
5. Road traffic in the area was already congested at certain times before the BMW showroom 
was opened. It has since predictably worsened. Grovefield Way / Up Hatherley Way or the South 
West Distributor Road was supposed to provide a relatively fast route around this part of 
Cheltenham between the A40 and the A46. This function will be further compromised by the 
proposed development. 
 
   

St James House 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RL 
 

 

Comments: 8th October 2018 
Our original objections to this hair brain development still very my stand. 
 
The roads in the area are already gridlocked at certain times of the day. There is no way that they 
can cope with any more additional traffic. Workers at the existing eye sore BMW garage use the 
surrounding roads to park their cars. There are always cars parked in the paved gaps along the 
verges along Grovesend Way, which can be extremely dangerous when it comes to them driving 



away at the end of the day. All this will only get worse with further development, not to mention 
the constant stream of traffic that another supermarket would bring! 
 
The development is completely unnecessary and with Mini's recent announcement that they will 
stop production at their Oxford plant post Brexit, it makes me wonder how long the so called 
flagship dealer on our doorstep will be there! 
 
Please leave The Reddings alone! 
Comments: 11th June 2018 
Our original objection to this development still very much stands. 
 
The surrounding roads are already gridlocked from 8am until 9:30am and then again from 3:30 
until 6pm. There is absolutely no way that The Reddings could cope with the additional traffic that 
another supermarket, offices and a nursery would create. 
 
Please please please leave The Reddings alone!!!! 
 
Initial objections detailed below: 
  
We whole heartedly object to this outrageous planning proposal and agree with all objections 
listed. 
 
This whole application taking place over the Christmas period and not informing many of the local 
residents feels underhand. The first information received through the door was from other 
concerned residents on Sunday 8th January 2017! 
 
* GREENBELT: This land is Greenbelt and should not be developed. The BMW garage 
development should never have been given permission. Greenbelt should not be transposed as 
Green Light to a free for all on all manners of development! Since construction of the BMW 
garage started there have been attempts by planners to reclassify the area up to the railway line 
as 'non Green Belt' land. One planning proposal for the development of 27 houses off Brock 
Close has thankfully been refused. The construction of 13 bedsits at the 'Hayloft' on The 
Reddings appears to have gone under the planning radar and there will no doubt be more of this 
kind if this development goes ahead as it will strengthen the argument for reclassification of this 
area. In addition any development in this area will lead to the destruction of wildlife habitat. 
 
* TRAFFIC/CONGESTION: The roads within the surrounding area are already saturated with 
traffic during rush hour. We have yet to see the effect of the BMW garage when it opens. An 
additional supermarket, offices and food outlet would lead to gridlock in the area during peak 
times. With what is generally deemed peak times, only being extended into evenings and 
weekends. We live on The Reddings which is used as a rat run for commuters who regularly 
exceed the 30mph speed limits. We have complained to our local councillor, who said nothing 
could be done as this is a bus route! The Reddings and North Road West being rural residential 
areas were never intended to cope with the current volumes of traffic, let alone any future 
increases if this development goes ahead. Both roads have pavements on one side of the road 
only (with the pavement on North Road West only running from Grovefield Way to the Community 
Centre). Crossing the roads in the surrounding area (particularly The Reddings/Grovefield Way 
and by B&Q) is horrendous. We fear for the safety of our children, plus the many elderly residents 
in the area - an accident waiting to happen. 
 
* UNNECESSARY DEVELOPMENT: We do not need a 3rd supermarket, offices or coffee outlets 
in the area. We have Asda, Morrisons, Springfield Provisions, Home Bargains and The Spar 
within close proximity which more than cater for the local residents needs. With Morrisons and 
Asda having coffee shop/eating facilities onsite. Not to mention KFC drive thru and The 
Harvester, both of which are open from breakfast until late. The offices next to Asda are not fully 
utilised and the brown field site adjacent to this that was originally planned for expansion of this 
has not been built on proving the lack of demand for these facilities. 



 
* BREXIT: Has anyone considered the impact of Brexit on BMW and Aldi, both of which may be 
impacted by the trade tarriffs that might be imposed if we leave the single market. These 
businesses could become far less competitive in a post Brexit environment. 
 
   

14 Barrington Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TY 
 

 

Comments: 18th June 2018 
Letter attached.  
 
Comments: 8th October 2018 
Letter attached.  
 
   

Linley Cottage 
North Road East 
The Reddings Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RE 
 

 

Comments: 4th October 2018 
 
I object to this amended application 18/01004/FUL in that although the 'Costa Coffee' retail unit 
has been removed from the submission the application is contrary to EM3 of the Cheltenham 
Plan about to be sent to the Secretary of State for Public Examination. 
 
The site was removed from the 'Green belt' for 'high end' employment use only, and must not 
therefore be used for retail or other inappropriate purposes such as retail in the form of a Aldi 
supermarket or Child Day Nursery, but for only B1 Office use. 
 
In more detail............ 
 
The long standing accompanying documentation is inaccurate and out of date, still carrying 
frequent references to the Costa Coffee retail unit. All submitted documents, supporting reports 
etc should relate to only that currently under consideration. 
 
The Economic Impact Assessment, TPA Technical Note, Parking provision, Trip analysis all 
appear to be based in places on conflicting assumptions, leading to severe doubts and confusion 
about the general accuracy of the application.  
Information regarding proposed parking provision is not easily digested, with, for instance Aldi 
requesting more spaces than formally proposed by the TPA Technical Note and it is totally 
unclear from the current submitted plans whether the 26 parking spaces at the rear of the Child 
Day Nursery is for the sole use of the Nursery or forms part of the larger Aldi Car park, 
aggravated by a single access to both. 
 
The Vehicle Trip Comparison refers to a weekday AM peak between 8am and 9am, PM between 
5 and 6pm and Saturday 12noon until 1pm, as a local resident I am not familiar with the Saturday 
times at all, these I suggest are at best an assumption based on Aldi's proposed presence. Traffic 
congestion is not only restricted to these times, again as a local resident I suggest the morning 
peak time to be from 7.30am until 9.30 and in the afternoon from 4.30 until 6.30pm, waiting times 
of 10 - 15 minutes are regularly experienced when approaching the Arle Court roundabout from 
Up Hatherley and Grovefield Way. 



 
Most weekdays many employees of the BMW site consistently park in surrounding residential 
roads, verges and roadside 'pull ins', and together with employees of other local organisations 
use the adjacent 'Park and Ride', greatly reducing it's availability to 'bona fide' town centre visitors 
and employers. This must not be repeated. 
 
All employees and visitors cars generated by the proposed development must be accommodated 
within the site, this should be conditional on any eventual approval. The existing uncontrolled off-
site parking problem must not be exasperated. 
 
All vehicular and pedestrian access to the site must be only via the existing estate road adjacent 
BMW. The small access point from North Road West shown on the submitted drawings should be 
removed. 
 
The Retail and Planning Statement submitted in support of the application appears to be 
assumptive and without comprehensive local foundation or support, dated 22nd May 2018 this 
again needs revisiting to reflect the current proposal. 
 
The submitted Design and Access Statement dated 22nd May 2018 is out of date, the addendum 
and original should be in one document to avoid confusion. 
 
The plans submitted fail to show adequate measures within the development boundary to slow 
the rate discharge of surface water from the site. The site will be entirely covered in buildings and 
hard surface roads and car-parking, unless comprehensive proposals are submitted which limit 
the rate of discharge, flooding in the area will increase, the junction of North Road West and 
Badgeworth Road, and fields between Badgeworth Road and Bamfurlong Lane are particularly 
vulnerable. 
 
The area is already served by adequate large and small retail units. The proposed Aldi food retail 
unit will threaten the viability of existing businesses and require unwelcome high intensity lighting 
during the proposed opening hours even generating noise, pollution and congestion during 
weekend and evenings when at present there is none. This retail element of the proposals should 
therefore be removed or the application refused.  
 
The Child Day Nursery is proposed to be located in the middle of what can only be described as 
a large, constantly trafficked car park within an employment park and will suffer from, noise and 
air pollution and be difficult and dangerous to access other than by car.  
 
In conclusion I urge the Council to refuse this hybrid application (in an area released from the 
Green Belt for employment use only in the JCS), due to the continued inclusion of the Aldi food 
retail unit and Child Day Nursery, contrary to the JCS and to EM3 of the Cheltenham Plan. 
 
   

March House 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RL 
 

 

  Comments: 12th June 2018 
I object to this proposal. 
 
The wording of the title of this submission is identical to submission 16/02208/FUL which was 
refused permission by the Council Planning Committee in December 2017.  
 
Apart from minor detail changes, the new submission is substantially the same as the original 
one. My objections to the original submission are equally valid to the new one, the main ones 



being unnecessary violation of the green belt with inappropriate development and unacceptable 
traffic generation. I also endorse all of the detailed comments made by the Reddings Resident's 
association.  
 
The reasons for refusing 16/02208/FUL set out in the Councils refusal letter are equally 
applicable to this application which should therefore also be rejected.  
 
Comments: 1st October 2018 
This planning application was originally submitted in June 2018, and I commented on it then. This 
version of the application makes a minor change which is the omission of the Costa Coffee Drive 
through outlet. This is a welcome change as it would reduce the amount of extra traffic which 
would inevitably be generated if this scheme were approved.  
 
Apart from this minor change the scheme is essentially the same as that described in submission 
16/02208/FUL which was refused permission by the Council Planning Committee in December 
2017.  
 
My objections to 16/02208/FUL were set out in some detail when I commented on this planning 
application in Autumn 2017, and are still valid, and I reiterate the main points below: 
 
This area of green belt was sacrificed following a public enquiry. The inspector considered that 
there was a shortage of land available near Cheltenham for development for employment 
purposes and gave outline permission for office development (Class B1). This application 
includes a significant proportion of retail (the proposed new ALDI store), and the developer 
argues that this is essential to attract clients interested in renting office space. This argument is 
dubious to say the least bearing in mind that there is an ASDA supermarket within a short walk, 
not to mention B&Q/Home Bargains which are even closer. It is interesting that the developer 
apparently already has two clients (Bloor Homes and Hunter Page Ridge planning) who wish to 
use some of the proposed offices as new headquarters buildings. 
 
The creation of a new ALDI store on the development is unacceptable for the following reasons: 
 
- If it were approved, it would set a precedent for other retail development on the other parts of 
the site not immediately developed for offices thus running the risk that this previously green belt 
site would turn into yet another retail park. 
 
- The road system adjacent to the site, notably the Arle Court roundabout and Grovefield Way are 
already operating at above capacity with gridlock at peak periods. The additional traffic generated 
by a retail store of this size (compared with the permissioned office development. The developer's 
transport plan is based on out of date traffic survey data.  
 
I therefore oppose this application and urge the Planning Committee to reject it.  
 
   

Pserimos 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RL 
 

 

Comments: 14th June 2018 
With reference to this planning application we strongly OBJECT: 
 
1. The BMW Site is already an eyesore. It will bring extra traffic, there is already a big que every 
morning And the new site is not even open yet. 
 



2. We DO NOT need another supermarket!!! We already have ASDA within quarter of a mile from 
this proposed development. 
 
3. we DO NOT need another drive-through, we already have a kfc - this area is not a big retail 
park......its GREEN BELT.....in case you hadn't noticed. 
 
4. I am sad to hear that planning permission has already been granted for more offices on this 
site when the Pure Office development has not been fulfilled and my worry is that the Office part 
may be temporarily put aside and then if not needed a grant for change of use will be applied for 
and easily granted , resulting in possibly EVEN MORE retail business. 
 
5. The number of parking spaces being only 346 for all of this new development this is insufficient 
and will result in the same scenario as at Pure Offices when not only the approach roads but the 
pavements are being parked on resulting in restricted movement for pedestrians. 
 
6. The local Community Centre already operates a fair amount of Child Care on its premises 
during the week and this would be eroded and have an effect on the Community spirit in the area. 
 
7. A fair amount of hedgerow has already been removed by BMW developers and anything 
further will have quite an impact on the environment in terms of Birdlife, Flora and Fauna to say 
nothing of increased pollution and traffic fumes and it will be the local residents who will suffer 
most. It was not so very long ago that this area was in Green Belt and this is being quietly eroded 
in the name of progress. 
 
8. It might also result in the need for further traffic calming measures which have already been 
abandoned as inappropriate with the road being too narrow for what are already bus routes. 
 
9. The current BMW site already results in overspill of traffic into the local area. WHY are these 
sites ALWAYS developed with inadequate parking? It seems your Planning Dept are incapable of 
counting properly. PLEASE PLEASE ensure adequate parking is provided, DO NOT create a 
situation where people have to park on local roads. WE DO NOT WANT THIS!! 
 
10. It will also have a great impact on local business which are already suffering from the ASDA 
development 
 
Put simply - this development IS NOT NEEDED by the local community - there are far more 
better suited urban areas that can be chosen! 
 
   

40 Grace Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QE 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
1) Traffic and transport assessment. No modifications to the highway outside of the development 
boundary are proposed. This stretch of highway is already in need of development. This 
proposed development will only make things worse (congestion, confusing highway junction 
arrangements increasing the risk of incidents etc). 
 
2) Linked to the traffic and transport - air quality and noise assessment is inadequate given the 
close proximity of residential areas. The opening hours of the Aldi will increase noise levels later 
into the day. Due to the slower speeds and congestion that will now occur the air quality will 
suffer as a result. With residential areas so close this will not be good for the health of residents, 
including our younger generation. Delivery vehicles will contribute to a severe decline in air 
quality and present unacceptable noise levels. The Golden Valley roundabout is already a bottle 
neck in both directions at peak times and so is the one at Arle Court park and ride. This 



development would increase the traffic at both roundabouts and could lead to grid lock at times 
because the road width at the entrance of the site is not wide enough. 
 
3) Local need - Is there a need for another supermarket given the very close proximity of existing 
supermarkets (Asda, Morrisons, Pets and Home, Home Bargains etc)? 
 
4) a) Costa Drive Thru - as the name implies, the facility is there to encourage people to drive to it 
and is therefore of little attraction to the local population, cyclists or bus users. The area is 
already well served by the local Asda cafe, KFC, Harvester and the burger van in the B&Q car 
park. The sheer amount of additional traffic for a drive through coffee shop is unacceptable. It will 
also create a litter problem. We do not need a coffee shop!  
 
5) Parking - the BMW garage already suffers with inadequate amount of parking. Resulting in 
cars using the nearby residential streets for parking. In fact there is already a car that parks on 
the verge just outside the BMW garage on a daily basis. There is clearly not enough parking 
proposed and this will only encourage more inappropriate parking in streets and residents will be 
impacted hugely. 
 
6) Ecology and Environmental impact assessment. Inadequate assessment for this kind of 
development. I do not see any sustainable measures proposed either - rainwater harvesting, 
solar panels, compensation planting, SuDS etc. 
 
7) Lighting assessment - this development will adversely affect nearby residents. The lighting 
design needs much more development. 
 
8) Erosion of the Green Belt: The area of the proposed development is a green belt area. Over 
the last 15-20 years there has been a steady and gradual reduction in the green belt as 
commercial properties have been built (e.g. Asda, B&Q, KFC, Park & Ride, BMW, etc). This 
needs to stop now to preserve the remaining green belt areas. Please take a stand for both now 
and the future. 
 
   

12 Frampton Mews 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6UG 
 

 

  Comments: 11th June 2018 
This is plan is no different to that previously applied for and rejected. 
 
There are two supermarkets within one mile .coffee can already be obtained from several 
sources already. 
 
However the road system cannot cope with proposed plan. 
 
Comments: 8th October 2018 
1.There are already two supermarkets nearby. 
2.Traffic on Grovefield Way is already busy with long queues at peak times. 
3.Pollution is already bad . 
4..BMW is causing problems with staff parking. Any further development will matters worse. 
 
   

48 Grace Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QE 

 



 
Comments: 13th June 2018 
hello i strongly object to revised planning at grovefield way. 
 
There is no planning as far as i can see for how to deal with extra traffic which is already to busy 
at peak times 
 
Comments: 8th October 2018 
Really not happy regarding increased traffic pollution etc , the roads in this area already 
congested at peak times 
 
   

5 Barrington Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TY 
 

 

Comments: 19th September 2018 
Previously I have objected on the grounds of traffic increase in this area. Since the arrival of 
Cotswold BMW on the next site 
there has been an undesirable increase in parking in the surrounding roads. This has been an 
inconvenience and even 
a danger to residents and road users, as cars have been put in 
blind spots and within the forbidden distance of turnings and 
T-junctions. Any increase of this, which is inevitable with this 
proposed development, is quite unacceptable. 
 
   

3 Barrington Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TY 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
I would like to formally object to this planning application for the following reasons; 
 
(1) The revised proposal has not addressed the objections from the last rejected planning 
application. 
 
(2) Requirement for a further supermarket. We already have ASDA and Morrissons close by. The 
trend is for online shopping deliveries, we live very close to ASDA and each weekend there is a 
constant stream of supermarket deliveries in Barrington Avenue and the surrounding roads. A 
new supermarket will bring in shoppers from outside of the immediate area adding to road 
congestion and pollution. Additional noise and air pollution from delivery lorries throughout the 
day / evenings. 
 
(3) Requirement for a coffee shop. We have local coffee shops available - ASDA and Morrisons. 
Surely GCHQ and BMW have coffee facilities? Having a Costa will bring in more non-local traffic, 
pollution and in the evenings an increased chance of antisocial behaviour. 
 
(4) Local road infrastructure and parking. During peak hours the local roads are at a standstill, 
running engines adding to the local pollution. The 'donut' roundabout has been a great success at 
the Gloucester end of the Golden Valley. The traffic at the Cheltenham end has to make its way 
into a single lane. This is impacting the traffic on the interconnecting roads. It is almost impossible 
to leave the junctions without traffic lights on the roundabout next to the Golden Valley hotel at 



peak times. Since BMW opened we have had to contend with employees parking their cars on 
local residential roads. Initially we complained to BMW but have now given up. The 'park and ride' 
is at capacity. When planning was originally granted for the estate I live on did it include the 
requirement to provide parking to local businesses? 
 
(5) Nursery / Playgroup provision. We already have very excellent provision for this. Adding extra 
will ultimately see a battle to retain numbers. Community playgroups should be given priority over 
commercial operators. The additional pollution that will be produced by the overall proposed 
development should be considered in relation to where children spend time. 
 
(6) Increase office space in the area - Pure Offices still advertising empty space very close to the 
proposed development. Most companies are now offering working from home and all the 
indications are this will continue into the future. There is no long-term justification for more office 
space. 
 
(7) Given the recent economic outlook for retail / food stores based on recent results / 
announcements in the press, now is not a good time to look at expanding developments which 
ultimately could be empty in a few years. The scenario here is increased disruption and pollution 
during the build, followed by increase disruption and pollution during the first few months (years?) 
of operation, followed by empty buildings as retail / food businesses consolidate and move 
toward a 100% ecommerce model. Resources would be better deployed working on how the 
Cheltenham will respond to changing consumer habits and potentially large vacated buildings - 
House of Fraser? 
 
Comments: 4th October 2018 
I strongly object to this planning application (again) for the following reasons; 
 
Air and noise pollution due to the proposed increase in traffic. It also also looks like the proposed 
car park will not be large enough to cope at peak hours so increasing traffic congestion and 
raising the risk of road traffic accidents. 
 
There is ample shopping provision locally already (ASDA and Morrison's + convenience stores). 
 
Risk of flooding due to the removal of the current field. 
 
Impact to local wildlife and plants. 
 
Whilst Costa has been removed it will almost certainly be added back in once planning has been 
granted. 
 
The local streets are STILL used by BMW staff for parking. CBC and BMW are incapable of 
managing this issue and this will only get worse if this development goes ahead. 
 
There must be some consideration to the amount of objection this proposed development is 
having and an end to this war of attrition to get the development approved. 
 
   

Maison Des Femme 
North Road East 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RE 
 

 

  Comments: 25th September 2018 
While the removal of Costa is a good thing, the remaining planning application is still the same 
and therefore still going to be a major cause of noise/light/exhaust pollution, traffic congestion, 



parking problems for local residents, a corruption of greenbelt policy, and does not address the 
flooding caused thus far since BMW was constructed. Any planning proposal needs to be much 
smaller, non-retail to allow for sufficient on-site parking, and have office hours access only. Such 
a proposal would probably fail since the development at nearby ASDA for office space remains 
under-developed due to lack of demand. 
 
 Comments: 5th June 2018 
I wholeheartedly agree with all the environmental and technical objections already made by the 
other residents and have nothing new to add the objections I have previously made. There is 
nothing positive to say about the proposed development - it should NOT be allowed. 
  

1 Chalford Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6UF 
 

 

  Comments: 11th June 2018 
I submitted objections to the initial planning request for this development and can only see 
cosmetic changes to this new submission which appears to be typical of large corporations who 
continually resubmit requests until councils give up and agree. Hopefully the standards in 
Cheltenham are higher and will see this resubmission for what it is and think of what is right for 
the area and decline this planning request. 
 
I have read all the comments made by The Reddings Residents Association (TRRA) and fully 
support their objections. 
 
Summary 
 
1) To be clear, TRRA do not take issue with the B1 elements of the application nor the extant 
permission as a fall-back.  
 
2) TRRA and the vast majority of the 1000 households that it represents, the ward councillors, 
neighbouring residents' associations, businesses and parish council have previously objected to 
the non-B class application. No comments in support of this application have been made to date. 
 
3) As set out, we find a multitude of reasons why the application conflicts with policies, namely 
Retail, Local, Greenbelt and the NPPF. 
 
4) Some of the reports submitted are now significantly out-of-date and use old, flawed data. The 
application remains confusing and is not transparent as to its intentions for the B1 development 
elements in particular. 
 
5) The Local Plan is not yet finalised, and the Retail Plan is not written. This application is not 
consistent with either.  
 
6) This proposal is contrary to the current retained Retail Plan. 
 
7) The reports were drafted before the current editions of the Local Plan and JCS.  
 
8) Objection reports were filed by other traffic and planning consultants in respect of the previous 
application. These refute many of the applicant's reports, conclusions and claims. The applicant 
reports in support of this application do not address them. 
 
9) The traffic data is grossly out-of-date and the more recent survey is unreliable. 
 
10) Air quality monitoring and objective, impartial assessment is required. 



 
11) This proposal is very different to a B1-only proposal inasmuch as offices are likely to be 
operating at capacity 5 days per week, 08:00 to 18:00 hours with predictable traffic flows at finite 
periods. Retail will be 7 days per week, 05:30 to 23:00 hours with 24 hours per day intense 
lighting and very variable traffic flows all day and every day. Also, further light pollution from 
vehicle headlights shining into windows at all hours would occur. 
 
12) Traffic was bad and is now very bad following the BMW being opened in August 2017. Traffic 
fumes are very noticeable due to the standing traffic and yet it is proposed to build a pre-school 
nursery in the middle of it. What of the health risks to the children, residents and drivers who are 
now in stationary traffic? How is this being assessed? The applicant fails to do so in the 
documents submitted. This was a significant concern for the planning committee. 
 
13) Acoustic background noise from stationary traffic and deliveries and vehicle movements 
around the site will increase significantly compared to the extant B1 permission. The problem is 
compounded by the applicant having previously felled much of the tree and vegetation screening 
along the A40 and Grovefield Way to display their BMW building. 
 
14) B1 is likely to create modal shift with local jobs for local residents. Conversely, retail will 
encourage journeys from out-of-town. As such, it is contrary to the NPPF. 
 
15) If permitted, this will be the 15th Costa Coffee in Cheltenham. In this regard, the county is 
already a laughing stock. Costa will also encourage consumption of hot drinks whilst driving.  
 
16) The applicant's projected full time B Class job numbers are misleading and use incorrect 
numbers. 
 
17) The very special circumstances in 2007 were to permit the use of premier Greenbelt land for 
employment purposes with the creation of high value B1 jobs on a large site. The BMW 
development has already removed over 33% of the original site area available and created few, if 
any, new full time jobs. This proposal will take a further 12% of the site for non-B Class 
development to create 71 associated new full time jobs. However, that will be at a cost of 132, or 
more B1 jobs that would be created on the same 2448sq meters of the site. As such, the loss of 
B1 jobs to the retail/childcare A and D class proposal will remove a potential £588,000 per annum 
from the local economy compared to the equivalent B1 employment wages that would be 
generated by the extant B1 permission. 
 
18) Altering the site contours and stockpiling of soil during the BMW development has altered the 
historic ability of the site to absorb storm water run-off from Grovefield Way. This is causing 
flooding to local houses. The proposed development must account for this water in their designs, 
having already realigned the entrance road, and missing the chance to improve the highway 
drainage whilst doing so. A local spring has also changed course and is causing continuous 
damage to the adjoining highway "North Road West". 
 
19) The nature of the application, with only outline permission requested for the majority of the B1 
offices, means that neither CBC, nor residents can have confidence that the proposals placed 
before them are transparent or coherent, and that the applicant will not subsequently reapply to 
adjust the proposals once he has secured permission for A and D class development on the site, 
as he did for BMW. 
 
20) The proposal is not appropriate development in the Greenbelt.  
 
21) The development does not pass the sequential test because The Reddings area is not 
recognised in the policies retained in the Local Plan. The former BMW site on Tewkesbury Road 
(now a Lidl & Starbucks) is nearing completion. Do we need another supermarket or coffees 
shop? The large Wholefoods and Baileys sites are now vacant. Paragraph 27 of the NPPF clearly 



states that if the sequential test is failed, permission should be refused. The sequential test is 
undoubtedly failed. The applicant's comments retarding North Place are speculative. 
 
22) It is clear from the applicant's own economic analysis that a combined loss of turnover to 
Morrisons, Asda and "other" local stores of £6.89m will occur. That represents existing jobs and 
shops in the local community that will be lost. £6.89m is 60% of the projected total turnover for 
the new Aldi. At best the job losses will be translated to equivalent jobs at Aldi. Statistically, 
however, it is fair to say that only 40% of the jobs projected for the proposed Aldi will be new jobs. 
That said, as the whole economic analysis is based on trade diversion, the balance of new jobs at 
Aldi must also relate to jobs lost elsewhere in the county. This "trade off" will not occur if the 
applicant builds the B1 offices that he already has permission for. 
 
23) The draft unilateral undertaking by the developer on the previous application does not offer 
adequate security that the whole site will not become a retail park by stealth. Indeed, on the 
applicant's own Design and Access statement it congratulates itself that "The offices have not 
been designed with an end user in mind, so the space created needs to adapt easily to changes 
in need or use. The buildings must be open plan, to allow for easy sub-division to appeal to a 
wide range of potential occupiers. Taking this approach ensures that the buildings will be 
versatile and adaptable, ensuring they will remain viable into the future". As such, the architecture 
and style of the offices that they propose to build can easily be converted to retail in the future. 
24) There are so many flaws in this application that we are surprised that it has been brought 
forward for consideration, when the previous application identified that only some of the worst 
aspects of the initial application had been adjusted over the course of several amendments in 
2017. The current application makes only minor cosmetic changes and still fails to properly 
address the concerns that were raised in the previous application. 
 
TRRA believe that our community, and Cheltenham, deserves the right solution in line with the 
visions of the emerging Local Plan. Precious Greenbelt has been sacrificed for this B class 
employment land site. For that to have happened just to make way for more coffee shops and 
supermarkets would be wrong and we find nothing to support the applicants advocacy for same 
in the facts of this matter. 
 
I urge you to reject this application and thank you for your time and consideration of this 
submission. 
 
Comments: 5th October 2018 
Once again we wish to object in the strongest possible terms to the revised application.  
 
We wholeheartedly support the submissions on behalf of the local residents made by the very 
capable Residents Association who have expressed most succinctly all our objections and would 
urge the Planning Committee to refuse the latest application.  
 
Nothing has changed in that there is still no need for yet another Supermarket in the area. We are 
well served by Asda and Morrisons. 
 
There is still no need for yet another Coffee outlet in the area. There is a coffee shop within both 
previously mentioned Supermarkets.  
 
Traffic and pollution on Grovefield Way and Hatherley Lane is already at saturation point at 
certain times of the day. 
 
We absolutely support all the comments made by our local Reddings Residents Association.  
 
It is disappointing the developers can keep putting in for planning when they have already been 
turned down several times and there are so many objections being registered. I trust that the 
Council officers take into consideration the residents that they serve and not buckle to the 



demands of developers who will be here today and long gone tomorrow leaving the damage of 
their inconsiderate plans behind them. 
 
  

Kestrel House 
North Road East 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RE 
 

 

Comments: 17th June 2018 
Traffic volume has already reached a dangerous level as a result of the most recent 
developments. There are several junctions where excessive speed and poor driving are very 
likely to result in a potentially serious accident. 
 
Parking has also become a serious concern. There are times when access due to parked 
vehicles is very difficult leading to bad feeling. If it were emergency vehicles needing urgent 
access time could be lost wasting valuable, potentially life threatening time. 
 
All of the above will clearly be having detrimental effects on pollution in the area. 
 
   

11 Chalford Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6UF 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
We strongly object to the planning proposal and agree with ALL of the other comments and 
objections. 
 
 1. GREENBELT: The land is Greenbelt and should not be developed. The BMW garage 
development should never have been given the go ahead and open the doors for further 
developments. We purchased our property with the knowledge that the area was Green belt and 
there would not be any retail developments on the land spoiling the lovely views that we have and 
the rural feel to where we chose to live. The value of our property will be affected by this 
development which is not good news for us. 
 
2. LIGHT & NOISE POLLUTION - The BMW garage is far bigger than we expected & the lights 
that have been erected outside of the site are directed at our property and as they are so high 
they shine right into our bedrooms causing sleeping issues for the children. The building work 
was also very noisy and as someone who works from home it was very distracting. The new 
proposals for shops being open until 10 pm (Aldi) & 11pm (Costa) would add to the noise and 
light pollution that we are already suffering from with the building of the BMW garage. The 
proposed buildings would be directly in front of our house where we did have a lovely view of the 
country side and the hills. We enjoy watching the sunset over the hills.  
 
3.TRAFFIC/CONGESTION: The roads in this area are already heavily congested with traffic 
during rush hour. An additional supermarket, offices and drive through coffee shop would lead to 
gridlock in the area during peak times in the week. We also fear that it would lead to continued 
congestion beyond rush hour into the evenings and throughout the weekend.  
 
We live in the Reddings so that we can get to the motorway within a few minutes to commute to 
the Midlands, South West & Wales The Reddings is a rural residential area so is not designed to 
cope with the high volume of traffic that the retail parks have already brought. We have concerns 



about people trying to park on the streets in our residential area to avoid the inevitable queues to 
get into and out of the new site which is in close proximity to an already congested Arle Court 
roundabout. As it is we have staff from the BMW garage parking in the roads outside our houses 
to avoid paying to park at the park & ride. This would cause further congestion on our roads and 
further safety issues for the children and elderly that populate this residential area 
 
4. UNECESSARY PROPOSALS: There is no need for a 3rd supermarket, or any additional food 
outlets in the area. We have Asda, Morrisons, Springfield Provisions, Home Bargains, The Spar, 
KFC and the Harvester within close proximity. (Morrisons and Asda having coffee shop/eating 
facilities onsite.) A additional supermarket and food / coffee outlet would take away business from 
the existing businesses. the co-op / One Stop shop in Benhall has closed due to not being able to 
compete with ASDA for the local residents business. The Pure Office development next to Asda 
are not fully used and the second phase of offices have not been been built and the land remains 
boarded up clearly demonstrating that there is not a need for further offices in this area. 
 
   

17 Chalford Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6UF 
 

 

  Comments: 12th June 2018 
1) Traffic and transport assessment. No modifications to the highway outside of the development 
boundary are proposed. This stretch of highway is already in need of development. This 
proposed development will only make things worse (congestion, confusing highway junction 
arrangements increasing the risk of incidents etc). 
 
2) Linked to the traffic and transport - air quality and noise assessment is inadequate given the 
close proximity of residential areas. The opening hours of the Aldi will increase noise levels later 
into the day. Due to the slower speeds and congestion that will now occur the air quality will 
suffer as a result. With residential areas so close this will not be good for the health of residents, 
including our younger generation. Delivery vehicles will contrubte to a severe decline in air quality 
and present unacceptable noise levels.The Golden Valley roundabout is already a bottle neck in 
both directions at peak times and so is the one at Arle court park and ride. This development 
would increase the traffic at both roundabouts and could lead to grid lock at times because the 
road width at the entrance of the site is not wide enough. 
 
3) Local need - Is there a need for another supermarket given the very close proximity of existing 
supermarkets (Asda, Morrisons, Pets and Home, Home Bargains etc). 
 
4) a) Costa Drive Thru - as the name implies, the facility is there to encourage people to drive to it 
and is therefore of little attraction to the local population, cyclists or bus users. The area is 
already well served by the local Asda cafe, KFC, Harvester and the burger van in the B&Q car 
park. The sheer amount of additional traffic for a drive through coffee shop is unacceptable. It will 
also create a litter problem. We do not need a coffee shop!  
 
5) Parking - the BMW garage already suffers with inadequate amount of parking. Resulting in 
cars using the nearby residential streets for parking. In fact there is already a car that parks on 
the verge just outside the BMW garage on a daily basis. There is clearly not enough parking 
proposed and this will only encourage more inappropriate parking in people's streets and 
residents will be impacted hugely. 
 
6) Ecology and Environmental impact assessment. Inadequate assessment for this kind of 
development. I do not see any sustainable measures proposed either - rainwater harvesting, 
solar panels, compensation planting, SuDS etc. 
 



7) Lighting assessment - this development will adversely affect nearby residents. The lighting 
design needs much more development. 
 
8) Erosion of the Green Belt: The area of the proposed development is a green belt area. Over 
the last 15-20 years there has been a steady and gradual reduction in the green belt as 
commercial properties have been built (e.g. Asda, B&Q, KFC, Park & Ride, BMW, etc). This 
needs to stop now to preserve the remaining green belt areas. Please take a stand for both now 
and the future. 
 
Comments: 27th September 2018 
I find it incredulous that this has been resubmitted. This should be rejected permanently, building 
such monstrosities on green belt land is simply unacceptable. I wholeheartedly agree with all the 
environmental and technical objections already made by the other residents and have nothing 
new to add the objections I have previously made. There is nothing positive to say about the 
proposed development - it should NOT be allowed. 
 
I object to this for the same reason as the last set of plans, which were extremely similar. The 
points have been summarised very well by The Reddings Residents Association, and you may 
consider me raising the same concerns as they do around the local plan, the environment, the 
unreliable and incomplete traffic analysis, the economic impact, and everything else. 
 
REJECT IT! 
 
   

3 Shakespeare Cottage 
North Road West 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RF 
 

 

  Comments: 29th May 2018 
I see very little change to the plans from the previous application. Most people who live around 
here are already fed up with issues resulting from the bmw site...there is no way the existing 
roads would cope with the extra traffic this would bring in, it's already a nuisance with bmw staff 
parking everywhere because of a lack of on site parking which will get worse once the park and 
ride start restricting it indeed charging for them to park in there. These places never provide 
enough room for staff parking because the more room they allocate for parking the less room 
they have to build on, I think we all know that?  
 
Costa drive thru will bring in traffic from i expect 5am until 10pm and this is simply not acceptable 
in what is, at the moment at least a residential area.  
 
I'm not convinced there is the need for a day nursery as there is one already just a few metres 
away at the community centre and I'm also convinced with Asda, Home Bargains, Spar and 
Morrison's all within walking distance as well as Springfield stores there is no need for another 
supermarket for local residents and any extra store will undoubtedly just bring in more volume of 
traffic. 
 
The light pollution from bmw is already horrendous, the thing looks as if it could have come from 
the set of Close Encounters! How that was ever given permission to be built in the first place is 
bewildering. 
 
We have wonderful wildlife around here at the moment and that will no doubt also be disturbed. 
 
Comments: 7th October 2018 
Light pollution. 



Animal habitat. 
Lack of on site parking resulting in cars parked in nearby streets which BMW staff are already 
doing despite conditions of their planning permission saying they wouldn't. It's high time 
developers actually provided enough on-site parking and quite simply if they don't they should not 
get permission to build, not just here but anywhere. Its clearly all about money, less parking 
spaces means more building so they make more money and sod the rest of us. 
 
Destroying the hedge row along North Road West 
 
Delivery times need serious restrictions as do loading, unloading etc. 
 
Infrastruture. Sorry but the roads are already rammed at peak times with people using it as a rat 
run to avoid the main a40 how it is supposed to handle the extra traffic this development will bring 
to the area is baffling, well quite simply we will have another P.E way on our hands. 
 
Asda, Morrisons, Spar, Springfield stores and Home Bargains are all within walking distance to 
proposed Aldi site so is it really needed? Its expanding now but soon enough the trend could 
stop, just like Tesco express amd Morrison extra stores.  
 
I could go on and on. 
 
 I do hope if it gets permission in any shape the council will insist on parking restrictions in the 
nearby streets and not just wipe their hands of the issue because that is a highways decision?  
People around here will have to put up with enough as it is should anything get built, the very 
least the council and developers should do is insist on sufficient on site parking and put enough 
screening up to cover the site as much as possible which was originally promised but seems to 
have been overlooked, more broken promises, Having said that, just how they could hide the 
Spaceship that is the BMW showroom is beyond me!  
 
That is a NO from me then!  
 
Did i mention the light pollution? lol 
 
   

4 Shakespeare Cottage 
North Road West 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RF 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
The minor changes to this "revised" scheme do nothing to change our objections to this scheme. 
 
This is nothing more than an attempt to bulldoze the same sub-standard scheme through, with 
CBC support, to try and avoid the impending appeal on the previous refusal. 
 
The revised sections are pure fantasy showing fully grown planting and unachievable levels. The 
existing hedgerow to North Road West is stated as being retained but the ground is shown now 
falling away immediately from the road - how is that possible?  
 
The fully landscaped bund to the boundary to North Road West has still been omitted. Instead 
dropping the Aldi floor level to unachievable levels has been shown (these will no doubt be 
revised at a later date (as they were on the BMW scheme). 
 
The new layout does little to redeem the proposals which are still unsuitable for the site. This is 
not sustainable development - this is trashing the edge of town for short term profit. The initial 



scheme was submitted 18 months ago. Market conditions are now showing that there is now a 
growing demand for B1 offices - build the extant scheme! 
 
Remaining concerns include the following issues: 
 
Layout 
- The retail element still has the most impact upon the residences on North road West and is very 
close to the boundary with limited screening. 
- Whilst the new drawings show plenty of green it is unlikely that this will actually materialise due 
to security screening concerns and poor implementation (as has happened with BMW). 
- Insufficient parking which will lead to overspill on local streets (as has happened with BMW). 
 
Use 
- Proposes uses which duplicate existing facilities or for which there is no additional demand 
locally. 
- A children's nursey within a sea of parking - is that really a suitable environment?  
- There is an approval for B1 offices and a supposed local requirement for a cyber park close to 
GCHQ, the proposed site being currently undeliverable - is there no one capable of joining the 
dots?! 
 
Massing 
- Bulky 3 storey buildings which do not reflect the intentions of the original appeal decision. 
 
- The proposed development is over-bearing, out-of-scale and out of character in terms of its 
appearance compared with existing development in the vicinity 
- The original appeal decision stated that higher than two storeys should be considered only 
adjacent to the A40 only. 
 
Design 
- Bland and uninspiring facades. 
- Unsuitable proposed materials. 
 
- The BMW development should also not be used as a precedent for poor featureless and 
monolithic design or set the "style" for future buildings on the site. 
 
Impact 
 
- Detrimental to the amenity of nearby residences. 
- Detrimental visual impact upon both the site and surrounding area. 
- The understanding of the original appeal decision was that it was deemed an acceptable loss of 
Green Belt to provide local employment uses. It would generally be screened from view by 
boundary landscaping and layout of the site utilising the natural slope of the land away from 
Grovefield Way. It was not intended to be a gateway retail development as the first thing you see 
on entry to the town. 
 
- Increased noise pollution with deliveries. 
- Increased light pollution. 
- Decrease in local air quality due to increased traffic. 
- Local infrastructure, especially drainage. 
- Detrimental effect upon the local ecology and wildlife. 
 
Landscaping 
- The landscaped treatment of the boundaries and in particular to the A40 was supposed to 
minimise views of the site and allowed glimpsed views only. 
- The original appeal decision stated that a strong landscaping scheme would also be required to 
the southern boundary. The previous approval allowed for a landscaped bund to North Road 



West which appears to have been omitted from the current application with the Aldi unit in 
particular pushed as close to the boundary as possible. 
 
Transport 
- The development will adversely affect highway safety and the convenience of all road users and 
pedestrians in the area. 
- Traffic counts appear to have been taken in summer period towards the end of school summer 
term / around holiday time so are not an accurate reflection. 
- The area is already gridlocked weekday mornings and evenings and the proposals will only 
make things worse. 
- The application accepts that traffic levels will increase massively at weekends but considers that 
is fine as it makes it no worse than weekdays - there should be consideration for minimising 
traffic, and therefore pollution, at weekends particularly as the National Cycle Network runs past 
this site and utilises local roads. 
- Parking provision is insufficient and will lead to on street parking issues in the area. 
 
Comments: 9th October 2018 
The changes do nothing to affect our objection to the scheme. 
 
The Aldi supermarket is still closest to existing housing and will have the greatest impact upon 
the amenity of local residents every day of the week. Showing additional areas of green on the 
drawings do nothing to change that especially as landscaping schemes are never get 
implemented as they are shown. The building levels and treatment shown to the boundary with 
North Road West simply is not possible due to existing topography.  
 
There are inadequate levels of parking proposed. The impact upon the local highway network will 
be considerable especially as main roads are gridlocked at peak times as it is. The subsequent 
light and vehicle pollution will be excessive. 
 
Too many of the consultees are reliant upon planning conditions to resolve their concerns - travel 
plans, drainage, landscaping - these are never implemented correctly and CBC/GCC have 
consistently shown on previous schemes that they are not capable of / willing to enforce them. 
 
This land has been taken out of Green Belt under "very special circumstances" to provide 
employment land for a large number of high quality jobs. There is a growing demand for B1 office 
space - there is no demand for additional retail. There is an existing approval for offices so if a 
green field has to be sacrificed build the offices and maximise the employment potential of the 
site. 
 
   

8 Shakespeare Cottage 
North Road West 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RF 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
To process would show a total lack of consideration of the local community opinion. There are no 
changes to the previous plans that were rejected so am unsure how this is allowed to get to this 
stage. Also I am unsure the measuring methods used in the noise report, but the approx wording 
is well place to mislead (directly lie!). 
 
Lack of parking for site 
The car parking for all the offices are not suitable for the expected volume of workers. I also 
question whether the size of the parking spaces on the documentation can be accurate and when 
drawn accurately will show a further significant reduction in amount of spaces.  



 
1. The result of this is the parking of cars in residential areas includes North Road West, North 
Road East and connecting roads. 
 
2. North Road West has become the main route for Emergency services leaving the Bamfurlong 
Lane depot heading towards Cheltenham. Any addition of parked cars in North Road West would 
have a negative impact to Emergency services response times and consequences of this. 
 
Road system not design to deal with increased traffic  
The B&Q roundabout cannot could with the current volume of traffic, when I spoke to the BMW 
architect; they stated that it was Asda to resolve this rather than that of the construction at the 
site. Nothing has been done and compounding the issue without major investment with cause 
further issues. Any additional businesses must resolve this issue as part of their plans. 
 
The new turning lane for the BMW road entrance could only cope with 2/3 cars heading from the 
B&Q roundabout directing on Grovefield Way. This seems to have been built to cater for the level 
of traffic need for BMW only and not the additions of the offices, coffee shop and supermarket. 
This will cause tailbacks back on to the roundabout and an increase in pollution from the 
congestion. 
 
Air Quality 
The addition of all the cars especially those that are stuck it traffic due to the lack of road 
improvements will result in major pollution in the local area. It is well document the damage done 
to child caused by pollution, and with a 6 month old and a 4 year old, there is significant risk to 
health of my children due to the proximity of the site. 
 
Flooding  
1. North Road West has turned in to a river on multiple occasions this year. Whether this is due to 
the building works of changes in weather patterns, it cannot be ignored. A traffic incident where a 
lorry left the road and ending in a ditch resulting in Road closer had a major contributing factor of 
the water on the road. 
 
2. The reduction in grass and tree areas will result in major run off causing further local flooding. 
 
3. Assumptions made in the flooding reports including basics such as height of land are out of 
date since the building and earth works of the BMW garage. The result of this is the fundamentals 
of which these reports are based are false and therefore produce wrong conclusions. 
 
4. These and previous flood reports have highlighted the flooding risk to the properties to the 
West of North Road West cause as a direct result of the building work. If this building work goes 
ahead it would make a bad situation worse for the lives of the current residents. 
 
Addition of supermarket to the design 
1. There is no need with Asda and Home Bargains within 200 yards for another supermarket. 
 
2. Proximity of bins will result in bad smells meaning windows will have to be shut reducing our 
quality of life. 
 
3. The previous design had a green bank with trees. Now the view is a giant metal roof. How is 
this fair! IT is like having a window looking at a brick wall! The runoff water from this will cause 
major issues down North Road West. But also the look and feel of the North Road West will be 
damaged beyond recognition.  
 
4. Noise and health Air conditioning Units within 10 meters of my property. This may cause noise 
to the point of destroying the ability to use our garden. We have a child who uses the outside 
regularly, if the outside space is no longer usable, it will cause major impacts in to the health of 
our child. 



 
5. Arrival times of lorries "Daily deliveries will take place between 06.00 and 23.00 Monday to 
Saturday and between 08.00 and 18.00 on Sundays." This will without question result in major 
disruption to a quiet and peaceful road as well as the health and well-being of the residences.  
 
6. Air Quality due to cars in and out of site as well as air conditioning units at weekends would 
now affect our ability to use outdoor space at these times. When we are trying to encourage our 
children to play outside I am unsure how a plan to pollute the space my child play it can be 
considered acceptable.  
 
7. The previous proposal of office space means that the noise and disruption would be kept to 
office hours. This was acceptable for the community on North Road West as mean the weekends 
would not have a major disruption. However to allow a supermarket on the site is a fundamental 
change to the level of disruption to the point that it can never be acceptable. Our child's bedroom 
looks over the site and this would mean it would directly affect his ability to sleep due to noise 
and light. The arrival times stated include before 7am and after 7pm means you will distrupt my 
childs sleep. If the supermarket plans are approved I demand a written explanation why the 
council puts money ahead of the health of my child. The long term damage caused by disrupted 
sleep in children is heavily documented and to go ahead with the plans of a supermarket so close 
to housing shows negligence to the welfare of residences but especially children living in North 
Road West. 
 
It is clear to me that the stealth tactics of applying for office planning to slowly change the lands 
purpose abuses the Planning Approval Process. For such and a major change to the original 
purpose of the land should require a new application rather than a change to current 12 year old 
one.  
 
  

Tarnica 
North Road East 
The Reddings  
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RE 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
I have previously objected to this planning application and do not see any reason to change my 
views. 
 
While I was delighted to see that the Cheltenham Borough Council is promoting cycling through 
its renovation of the Up Hatherley Way cycle path, I feel that this commendable policy will be 
severely undermined by the building of this hybrid park. 
 
Cycling down North Road West is already very dangerous due to the amount of parked cars on 
the grass verge or mounted half way on the pavement. I have nearly been knocked down by a 
passing car. 
 
I feel that the new proposed hybrid park with its inadequate parking arrangements will only make 
the situation even worse. 
 
Before any further development takes place the BMW parking issue needs to be addressed. 
There is plenty of unused space for all their employees. 
 
Furthermore, I do not see how a new supermarket in the area can be justified as we are already 
very well served by Asda and Morrisons. This will lead to more traffic congestion and fumes.  
 



Cycling should be promoted as a healthy activity and as an alternative greener form of transport, 
not as a way of hyperventilating a cocktail of poisonous fumes. 
 
Walking is even more dangerous in North Road West as there is no footpath and on one more 
than one occasion I have had to dive into stinging nettles to avoid being hit. 
 
A drive thru Costa Coffee shop is an abomination and will only result in increased traffic outside 
normal trading hours and if KFC is anything to go by, a disgusting amount of litter. 
 
After living very happily in The Reddings for 19 years I feel that I will be forced to move.  
 
Why should I suffer for what is a very poorly thought through scheme which is neither needed or 
wanted? 
 
   

12 Grace Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QE 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
 
I wish to strongly object to this Hybrid planning application on the following grounds 
 
1. Loss of Green Belt land 
 
1.1. This site is Green belt and therefore change of use should not be allowed. A relatively small 
amount will be taken but is this beginning of the planning committee allowing little by little the 
erosion of the green belt surrounding Cheltenham? 
 
If businesses are to benefit from development on green belt sites then should they not be 
financing the enhancement of other green belt/ green spaces in Cheltenham. 
 
2. Insufficient car parking spaces for people using the site. 
 
2.1. The number of parking spaces appears to have changed with each planning application but I 
am concerned that the number suggested will be insufficient because of the models used to 
calculate requirements of the development. The computer generated video that Hinton has 
produced gives a false impression of the car parking use on the proposed site: every other car 
parking space is free. In reality every space will be filled and those who cannot park on site will 
use local residential roads just as the locals have seen since the BMW business opened, GCHQ 
numbers have grown and the care village development has started. 
 
2.2 Recently passed planning applications have all said that the car parking spaces provided on 
the site would meet the needs of the employees. How false this has proved to be. GCHQ 
employees are parking on all local roads surrounding the site. Asda, C3 church, Cheltenham Film 
Studio and Ultra Electronics employees have turned Hatherley Lane into a car park. 
 
2.3 If the planning application is passed without increasing car parking spaces on site 
encroachment on residential roads will be witnessed. 
 
3. Traffic flow 
 
3.1. All local roads around this site are very congested at peak times. This proposed development 
would make travelling for local residents on local roads more difficult because of the increase in 
traffic to the 16 acre site. 
 



3.2. Grovefield Way was designed and built as a single carriageway with roadabouts at road 
intersections. This road was not designed to have what will be a heavy a flow of traffic entering 
and exiting it at the proposed point at peak times of day. 
 
3.3. At peak times traffic backs up from the Golden Valley roundabout way past the entrance to 
North Road West and to the roundabout at Asda. The entrance and exit to the proposed 
development will for many cars involve a right hand turn which will cause further traffic delays. 
 
3.4. The Golden Valley roundabout is a bottle neck in both directions at peak times and so is the 
one at Arle court park and ride. This development would increase the traffic at both roundabouts 
and could lead to grid lock at times because the road width at the entrance of the site is not wide 
enough. 
 
3.5. To avoid the delays on the A40 from Cheltenham to the Golden Valley Roundabout the Park 
and Ride buses, cars and lorries use Hatherley Road and Hatherley Way and other local roads. 
These roads are not designed for through traffic nor the route Park and Ride buses should use. 
This traffic causes further local congestion because of the parking problems caused by the lack of 
parking spaces allocated in recent planning applications (2.2). 
 
4. Supermarkets 
 
4.1. Another supermarket is not required on this side of Cheltenham. Local residents can walk to 
Asda or a local independent shop as easily as to Aldi. Within a 3 minute drive of the proposed 
Aldi there is already a choice of 2 supermarkets and within a 10 minute drive a choice of 8.  
 
How many supermarkets can Cheltenham sustain?  
 
5. Costa coffee 
 
5.1. Two drive through coffee shops less than 1 minute from each other. More cars, more litter. 
More temptation for unhealthily eating and its associated health and social care problems! 
 
6. The environment 
 
6.1 Any development on this site would increase both light and noise pollution. At present the site 
produces neither as it is Green Belt land. How untrue therefore are the reports submitted saying 
that the noises levels after development would be less than they are now. 
 
7 Office Space 
 
7.1 There is no need for more office space on this side of Cheltenham. The planners approved 
the building of office space on the Asda site. Prue offices have only built one of the two office 
blocks planned. If there was a real need for more office space Prue Offices, as a commercial 
concern, would have built and rented out the space long ago. 
 
Comments: 7th October 2018 
I wish to strongly object to this planning application on the following grounds 
 
1. Loss of Green Belt land 
 
1.1. This site is Green belt and therefore change of use should not be allowed. A relatively small 
amount will be taken but is this beginning of the planning committee allowing little by little the 
erosion of the green belt surrounding Cheltenham? 
 
1.2 If businesses are to benefit from development on green belt sites then should they not be 
financing the enhancement of other green belt/ green spaces in Cheltenham? 
 



2. Insufficient car parking spaces for people using the site. 
 
2.1. I am concerned that the number suggested for the site will be insufficient because of the 
models used to calculate requirements of the development. 
 
2.2. The computer generated film shown by the development company gave the impression that 
the development provided more than adequate car parking spaces. From very recent local 
developments which have worked on similar car usage data, this is far from the truth and totally 
misleading and should not be allowed to be shown/included in any application. 
 
2.3 How do the applicants transport analysis of a predicted more than 250 vehicle movements 
per hour fit into about 100 spaces, unless the majority of shoppers spend very little time 
shopping. This is an out of town supermarket not a convenience store.  
 
2.4 Recently passed planning applications have all said that the car parking spaces provided on 
the site would meet the needs of the employees. How false this has proved to be. GCHQ 
employees are parking on all local roads surrounding the site. Asda, C3 church, Cheltenham Film 
Studio and Ultra Electronics employees have turned Hatherley Lane into a car park. 
 
2.5 If the planning application is passed without increasing car parking spaces on site further 
encroachment on residential roads will be witnessed. 
 
3. Traffic flow 
 
3.1. All local roads around this site are very congested at peak times. This proposed development 
would make travelling for local residents on local roads more difficult because of the increase in 
traffic to the 16 acre site. 
 
3.2. Grovefield Way was designed and built as a single carriageway with roadabouts at road 
intersections. This road was not designed to have what will be a heavy a flow of traffic entering 
and exiting it at the proposed point at peak times of day. 
 
3.3. At peak times traffic backs up from the Golden Valley roundabout way past the entrance to 
North Road West and to the roundabout at Asda. The entrance and exit to the proposed 
development will for many cars involve a right hand turn which will cause further traffic delays. 
 
3.4. The Golden Valley roundabout is a bottle neck in both directions at peak times and so is the 
one at Arle court park and ride. This development would increase the traffic at both roundabouts 
and could lead to grid lock at times because the road width at the entrance of the site is not wide 
enough. 
 
3.5. To avoid the delays on the A40 from Cheltenham to the Golden Valley Roundabout the Park 
and Ride buses, cars and lorries use Hatherley Road and Hatherley Way and other local roads. 
These roads are not designed for through traffic nor the route Park and Ride buses should use. 
This traffic causes further local congestion because of the parking problems caused by the lack of 
parking spaces allocated in recent planning applications. 
 
4. Supermarkets 
 
4.1. Another supermarket is not required on this side of Cheltenham. Local residents can walk to 
Asda or a local independent shops as easily as to Aldi. Within a 3 minute drive of the proposed 
Aldi there is already a choice of 2 supermarkets and within a 10 minute drive a choice of 8. How 
many supermarkets can Cheltenham  
 
5. The environment 
 



5.1 Any development on this site would increase both light and noise pollution. At present the site 
produces neither as it is Green Belt land. There would be extra noise pollution from air 
conditioning units, reversing sirens of delivery lorries and of course all the noise produced by 
increased traffic. 
 
6. Nursery 
 
6.1. Is this site suitable for a children's nursery? It will be surrounded by congested major roads 
with their associated pollutants known to cause damage to developing lungs. The plans also 
appear to provide very little/insufficient outdoor space critical for the healthy physical 
development of young bodies.  
 
7. Office Space 
 
7.1. There is no need for more office space on the side of Cheltenham. The planners approved 
the building of office space on the Asda site. Prue offices have only built one of the two office 
blocks planned. If there was a real need for more office space Prue Offices, as a commercial 
concern, would have built and rented out the space long ago 
 
   

2 Cyprus Cottages 
North Road East 
The Reddings  
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RE 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
 
This proposal is very different to a B1-only proposal. The offices would operate in normal office 
hours with predictable traffic at set times. The proposed retail outlets will be 7 days per week from 
early morning to 10pm with traffic flows all day and every day. Retail floodlights and light pollution 
from vehicle headlights at all hours would also occur.  
 
The roundabout by B&Q is already jam-packed during peak times, how can it cope with further 
traffic?? Traffic levels have increased significantly following the BMW being opening in August 
2017. Traffic fumes are already noticeable due to standing traffic and yet it is proposed to build a 
pre-school nursery in the middle of it. What of the health risks to the children, residents and 
drivers who are now in stationary traffic? How is this being assessed? Has current air pollution 
been recorded and how is increased future pollution being predicted or assessed ? 
 
Noise from stationary traffic and deliveries and vehicle movements around the site will increase 
significantly made worse by the reduction in trees and bushes around the area. 
 
Also, why does Cheltenham need this development? We already have 2 Lidls and an Aldi as well 
as Home Bargains (close by) which offers discounted goods. Why is another Costa needed too? 
You can get coffee in Asda (drink in or take-away)? By all means stick to the original plan of 
office space but not this - it just is NOT needed and will have a detrimental effect on the area. 
 
   

19 Leyson Road 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RU 
 

 

Comments: 13th June 2018 



Letter attached.   
 
   
 
 

5 Springfield Close 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6SE 
 

 

  Comments: 13th June 2018 
My objections to the revised plan for the development of the Grovefield Way/ Cotswold BMW Site 
are quite straightforward. 
 
There are enough supermarkets and smaller stores in the near vicinity. 
 
The nuisance aspect of a drive through Costa Coffee is obvious. Cars entering  and leaving at all 
hours and disturbing local residents plus light pollution. Safety aspects in drinking hot liquids and 
driving. 
 
Are there enough parking places for the offices or is The Reddings going to turn into an even 
greater car park for local businesses? 
 
The planned nursery will involve even more vehicle movements on and off the site at peak times. 
 
The ongoing problems related to the Cotswold BMW Site have yet to be resolved. How many 
more will this development bring?  
 
Comments: 5th October 2018 
As I am unable to access the appropriate site in CBC's website I am writing to you to object the 
further development of the site known locally as Cotswold BMW.  
 
I understand that office development is necessary and likely to go ahead. 
However I object to the addiction of nursery, supermarket and possible Costa Coffee, which may 
or may not go ahead. 
 
There is no need for another food retail outlet. Established businesses,  both large and small, 
provide enough choice in the local area. 
 
Increased movement of delivery vehicles will either add to the volume of traffic or will disturb local 
residents early or late in the day. 
 
The traffic situation would only get worse. This includes peak time movement to and from the 
offices and nursery plus an overall increase to the retail unit.  
 
As a result air pollution would increase, not ideal for any local residents and small children 
attending the nursery. 
 
The future of the local long established playgroup is threatened by the introduction of a nursery. 
 
North Road west has been blighted by the BMW building. I walked down the road this morning 
and water was running down the side of the road. Will measures be taken to correct this situation 
if the new development takes place? Or will it get worse? It is depressing that local homes are 
affected, but nothing is done to rectify the damage. 
 



It is unlikely that many new jobs will be created overall, though no doubt motors local streets will 
become parking bays as inadequate provision on site seems to be the new  
 
 
 
   

Bellane 
North Road East 
The Reddings Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RE 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
This whole planning proposal is preposterous and wrong on so many levels! It feels like a 
conspiracy! 
 
There are so many reasons to object, which have been eloquently outlined by other objectors, 
including The Reddings Association, whose objections I whole heartedly back. 
 
To cite just a few: 
 

 Unmanagable Traffic/Congestion  
 

 Increased Pollution impacting upon health of nearby residents 
 

 Greenbelt 
 

 Damage and destruction to the environment, wildlife and habitat 
 

 Increased flood risk 
 

 Completely unnecessary and surplus to local requirements 
 

 Change of initial planning approval 
 

 Ouf of keeping with local surroundings - the BMW garage is hideous! 
 
I appeal to the better judgement of the CBC Planning Department and ask you to refuse this 
development. 
 
   

32 Grace Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QE 
 

 

Comments: 8th October 2018 
I object on the following grounds: 
 
The remix of users proposed for this site will greatly increase the traffic especially in the evening 
and at weekends in addition to the already congested traffic at peak times am/pm. The recent 
highways observations were also taken in July a neutral month. 
 
Car park spaces allowed on the plan of 191 do not meet the recommended need of 222. We 
already have in the area previous developments which have increased vastly the traffic flow and 
the car parking needs. The car parking needs are provided for these developments by 
businesses renting spaces in the P&R car park which leave inadequate parking for the public to 



use the facility for which it is intended and also to use the Hospital bus. The residents have also 
previously campaigned for yellow lines to be placed on Hatherley Lane because of the dangerous 
increase in using the road to park all day by local workers. The statements in previous planning 
applications of using cycling, walking and public transport for the already existing developments 
clearly do not happen to reduce the parking needs! This should be monitored as evidence by the 
CBC planning department. There is also unused office space at buildings very close to this 
development so no further need for office space. There are also two supermarkets in the 
immediate area already 
 
Increase in local air pollution is extremely important especially if a children's nursery is to be 
considered. Cheltenham has already been identified by Government as a high risk area and a 
Feasibility study should have been carried out -was this development included in that? 
 
The approved BMW has a very large lighting arrangement both indoors and outdoors which are 
left on very late at night so the light pollution in the area is vastly increased by BMW beside the 
lighting requirement for this proposal. 
 
This is not a planning objection but an observation: 
 
The fact that an amended application has been submitted to appear at a planning meeting before 
the Appeal was a surprise but on reflection if CBC loses the Appeal then it will be costly to CBC. I 
hope this will not influence our Planning Committee!!! 
 
   

21 Galileo Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 0GA 
 

 

  Comments: 27th May 2018 
The transport plan is utter nonsense. It pulls together a set of figures that shows peak traffic at 
0800 and 1700 Monday/Friday. It then suggests that the way they will manage any increase in 
traffic will be: 
 
- to assume people will walk for the local area 
- assume people will come by bus 
- publish details on bus timetables, cycle paths etc.  
 
Fundamentally, this is a elaborate attempt by the application to hide the fact they will do 
absolutely nothing to reduce the inevitable increase in traffic that will come. It is highly unlikely 
that any shoppers to ALDI would choose public transport over thier car for the obvious reason of 
carrying their shopping. The coffee shop is likely to draw additional traffic diverting from the A40, 
which will increase traffic.  
 
On the business units. Still as yet the business units beside Asda remain at low occupancy, the 
additional unit beside Asda has not been built yet (one assume insufficient demand). We also 
have the new development at the film studios and the new Cyber Park due to sumbit for planning. 
It is unsustainable to encourage this business development in an already congested area with no 
additional improvements to the roads.  
 
I would recommend that this application needs to be considered alongside the film studios 
development, Cheltenham cyber park and the existing facilities beside Asda.  
 
Comments: 22nd September 2018 
As per the other objections. It seems that the updates to the planning documents does not take 
into account any of the objections. This application should be rejected because: 
 



- There is no proven use for the office space as the office space near Asda remains unused. 
That site should be developed first 

- The Cheltenham cyber park will bring significantly more office space and infrastructure and 
this development will conflict with the cyber park 

- The traffic on Hatherley road will increase significantly at peak times due to the Nursery and 
the office space.  

- The aesthetics of the building are unattractive 
- There is no proven need for additional super market space with Asda in close proximity and 

Morrisons a short drive away. 
 
   

10 Westside Park 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RT 
 

 

Comments: 19th September 2018 
No No No , the roads in the Reddings area cannot take anymore traffic ,the reddings road is used 
as a rat run ,its to narrow , i have had cars over taking me , cars parked everywhere ,we already 
have two super stores we dont need anymore,Grovefield Way is a race track , so please NO 
 
   

34 Barrington Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TY 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
Our previous comment stands and we still strongly object to the development. There is no need 
for additional supermarkets or coffee vendors in this area. The BMW garage has already 
increased light pollution, decreased wildlife in the vicinity and increased traffic. `The nearby roads 
were not built for thids kind of devolpment. There has been an increase in parked cars on North 
Road West, The Reddings and Reddings Road, which reduces driversa visibility. 
 
We object to the proposal for a mixed use development at Grovefield Way for a number of 
reasons. 
 
1. The original planning permission granted in 2007 was for B1 office use. The application 

highlights in para 6.14 that the proposed mixed use development would result in a lower 
increase in traffic than a development that was exclusively for B1 office use, but neglects the 
impact outside these times. A B1 office development would typically increase traffic during 
weekdays at peak hours, with negligible traffic at weekends. The proposed development of an 
Aldi and drive-thru Costa coffee would result in increased traffic over an extended period 
during the weekdays and at weekends. The approach from Grovefield Way towards the 
Golden Valley roundabout is already at saturation point during peak hours. Another 
supermarket and coffee outlet apparently aimed at motorists (with the drive-through element) 
is likely to make traffic conditions during peak hours extend through the rest of the day and 
into the weekends. 

 
2. There is no need for another supermarket in this area, since there is already an Asda ½ mile 

away, a Morrisons 2 miles away and several small retailers in the Reddings and Hatherley 
areas. The Iceland and Farm Foods stores at Edinburgh Place are also only 2 miles away. 
This is more than adequate provision of amenities and consumer choice. 

 



3. The market catered for by Costa coffee is also well catered for in the area. The drive-thru 
element is a particular concern as people are likely to travel out their way to visit the 
premises, adding further traffic and pollution. Surrounding roads such as Reddings Road and 
North Road West are likely to become 'rat-runs' as people seek to avoid travelling via 
Grovefield Way and Hatherley Lane. Both Reddings Road and North Road West are 
unsuitable for large volumes of traffic. 

 
4. Inclusion of a day nursery in an environment that will be surrounded by sources of traffic 

pollution is concerning. The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework stipulates that 
all children should have outdoor play time. There have been several reports highlighted in the 
media recently about the damage that pollution from vehicles has to health, particularly from 
diesel emissions. The impact of the air quality on the children's health will, at best be 
detrimental, and could do serious harm. The application does not appear to have made any 
assessment in relation to this. 

 
   

2 Springfield Close 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6SE 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
This application looks identical to application 16/02208/FUL refused by CBC in November 2017, 
now the subject of appeal, except for the inclusion of some additional appendices. 
 
Using the in-depth analysis of that application put forward by The Reddings Residents 
Association as the best source for comparison of this new application with the previous one, all of 
the issues raised, and the objections made at that time, seem equally as valid now as they were 
then.  
 
There is hard evidence, visible every day, where the travel plan for BMW has not worked or been 
enforced and is creating local parking problems. Together with the increase in traffic and traffic 
congestion caused by feeding into the bottleneck between the B & Q and Arle Court roundabouts 
with no assistance from traffic light entry onto the Arle Court roundabout, there is little new 
information to give any confidence that any of this would change or improve with any new 
proposal for this site as it encourages indeterminable ad hoc travel as against B1 use which could 
be more determinable. 
 
It seems an unlikely co-incidence that the same Planning Agency has submitted a proposal to get 
land between North Road West and Reddings Road, accessed from Grovefield Way, released 
from Green Belt into the Principal Urban Area for housing at this time.  
 
If successful, it could be seen as the vehicle to support the argument that an additional 
supermarket and other retail facilities are required in the area which could then be presented in 
support of the appeal against refusal of 16/02208/FUL . 
 
Assurances were given that the Green Belt boundary of Grovefield Way would be defended. This 
must prevail. 
 
Only one meaningful consultee comment has been made, at the time of writing, being from 
Severn Trent on drainage, putting forward their suggestion to impose a standard development 
condition on any approval.  
 
Bearing in mind all the problems associated with the existing drainage infrastructure to cope, it is 
surprising that a more robust demand for clarity of the intended design was not requested before 



making their comment or that the developers agreement to cover the cost of any infrastructure 
upgrades that may be required was not asked for.  
 
The flood assessment report for BMW is included but this was compiled in 2013 and we know 
there have been local problems since. 
 
The GCC Preliminary report 2011, says no economic damage occurred. It might not have then 
but it certainly has since with property flooding. 
 
The inclusion of the STWL drain record in North Road West, only confirms drains are in the area 
not whether they can take additional load. 
 
It's too late to address these issues once permission is granted even if it is made a condition of 
approval.  
 
Considering its key position on the site the floor plan for Costa Coffee is particularly vague. 
However with the external seating shown, it is obvious that Costa Coffee will not just be a Drive 
Thru but a stopping off place of destination, putting more pressure on traffic movements and car 
parking allocation for that business, which could see overflow into other parking area allocations.  
 
The whole concept of a Drive Thru is also hard to understand as driving with a hot cup of coffee 
in hand is at the very least potentially dangerous on more than one level. 
 
The Happy Days Nursery located in the middle of a car park, with little to no environmentally safe 
external play area, also seems against what childcare businesses strive for and are directed to 
achieve, in providing children with healthy outdoor activity as part of their daily routine. 
 
All the issues raised against the previous application were debated by the Planning Committee in 
depth and who agreed with the overwhelming objections raised by the residents. 
 
I cannot see how this position could change bearing in mind it's the same proposal. 
 
The April 4th edition of Punchline Gloucester.com, an on-line business news magazine, reported 
that, according to commercial agents, Gloucester was benefitting from Cheltenham's office 
shortage, through conversion of office buildings to residential, and because of high property 
rents.  
 
From the sheer volume of new build in and around Gloucester this could well be the case. 
 
As B1 is already granted for this site there is still a chance to address this and to provide 
competitively priced offices to avoid the migration of businesses and maintain a healthy 
employment sector without taking more land to meet employment targets. 
 
This seems yet another example of grounds to refuse this application. 
 
At the very least this application should not be considered by the planning committee until the 
outcome of the appeal for application 16/02208/FUL is concluded. 
 
Comments: 8th October 2018 
I am writing to object to the revised planning submission with specific regard to proposals for the 
Happy Days Day Nursery and Aldi Supermarket. 
 
I have been involved with activities at, and helped run, the Reddings Community Centre on a 
voluntary basis for over 25years during which time the Reddings Playgroup has been a core 
activity providing an important educational centre for local resident's children in a child friendly 
healthy location within the green belt. 
 



The proposed location of the Happy Days Day Care Nursery will, in contrast, be within a 
commercial heavily trafficked estate where contrary to their advertising literature currently on their 
website, their "new facility in Cheltenham" cannot provide the same level of healthy environment 
as that at the Community Centre with the limited outside space in the middle of a car park. 
 
Happy Days website, together with an elevational illustration, states:-  
 
"Cheltenham Happy Days will be an 81-place nursery/pre-school setting in Grovefield Way which 
will be open from 7am to 7pm, 51 weeks per year, offering childcare and early years education to 
children aged 12 weeks to 5 years. The setting is ideally located close to the A40 and A46 
commuter routes into Bristol and Gloucester and has designated parent parking for ease of drop 
off and collection. 
 
Happy Days are a proven, high-quality, childcare provider, who have achieved 11 Ofsted 
Outstanding judgments - 8 of those since January 2016. We provide secure, calm and neutral 
environments and wonderful outside areas with free-flow access throughout the day, and all our 
resources are carefully selected to allow children to experiment, explore and enjoy. A hug, a 
story, a song, a time to explore, experience and learn - it all happens naturally every day." 
 
Happy Days, apart from the very young, intends to serve the same age group as The Reddings 
Playgroup and as such will set up direct competition being in such close proximity not only to the 
Reddings Playgroup, but to other established ones in the near vicinity. 
 
The developers of local housing constructed in The Reddings circa 1998-2000, did so with a 
Section 106 charge negotiated by Cheltenham Borough Council, whereby they contributed to the 
rebuilding of the Community Centre which along with a Lottery Grant obtained by the Community 
Association, and the Community Associations own funds, secured the future of the centre for the 
local residents to continue to follow their interests by providing a meeting place suitable not only 
for playgroup but for all the other interests a community generates. 
 
The activities have diversified and expanded since being rebuilt and now covers activities from 
Martial Arts to NHS seminars and after care clinics but it is Playgroup that remains the core 
activity of the daily routine. 
 
We are all aware these days that competition is supposed to drive down costs but there comes a 
limit where this cannot be achieved and if we are to ensure that facilities already providing a 
valuable local service, are to survive then they must be given due consideration and every 
opportunity to survive.  
 
This is also true for the last remaining independent local shop in the Reddings which provides 
another valuable local service which will come under further pressure if Aldi were to be built.  
 
Regarding Aldi, there is conflicting assessments in the submitted reports.  
 
The applicants transport analysis for Aldi predicts 282 vehicle journeys per hour but according to 
the revised Block Plan plan they will all have to fit into a car park sized for 104 cars. (or 102 or 
125 cars dependant on which report you read).  
Transport Planning Associates parking assessment, dated July 2018, refers to 154 spaces 
allocated for Aldi, Happy Days & Costa which taking into account the revised use of Costa (as 
noted above) this gives a balance of 125 spaces for Aldi & Happy Day alone but from the revised 
block plan it can be seen that 104 car spaces are allocated to Aldi & Happy Days which are 
further identified as 83 normal spaces, 12 Mothers & Babies spaces, 7 disabled spaces and a 
further 2 spaces for electric cars with dedicated charging points.  
 
The spaces previously provided for Costa are now barrier protected solely for the newly proposed 
Office 5 so these 29 are not available for overflow.  
 



Clearly there is a contradiction of allocation in and around Aldi/Happy Days and it is therefore 
reasonable not to rely on the figures presented but what is significant in any calculation is where 
the remaining 178 predicted vehicle journey numbers will park.  
 
If the additional spaces are to be allocated from another occupier's space, the knock on effect of 
having to park off site becomes more likely and the effect on local roads could be expected to be 
significant and one which must be avoided. 
The Community Centre has already experienced access difficulties with BMW employees parking 
in or in near proximity of the entrance with potentially dangerous consequences and is a situation 
which could be seen to a greater degree with inadequate parking on the development site. 
 
The effect of traffic and pollution has already been expressed adequately elsewhere but the 
proposed Cyber Hub scheme, to the West of CGHQ, to which Gloucester County Council has 
now given its support by setting aside £22m for the infrastructure, will mean even more traffic 
than has been predicted in this application for the Arle Court Roundabout.  
This roundabout is already running in excess of its design capacity and any increase in traffic 
to/from the proposed development will put Grovefield Way under even more pressure.  
 
Cheltenham reportedly suffers a shortage of affordable modern business premises and as this 
site already has extant permission for offices there is an un-repeatable opportunity to rectify this. 
 
The applicants own planning consultant has expressed a serious interest in occupying the 
proposed ex Costa building for offices as has Bloor Homes on another.  
 
This must re-inforce the argument for the site to be built out as B1 and one which should be 
sought to be achieved.  
 
In conclusion the application as it currently stands should be refused.  
 
   

Trehale House 
Badgeworth Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RQ 
 

 

Comments: 31st May 2018 
I object utterly and unequivocally. 
 
The Green Belt must be preserved, there are still vast areas of brown field areas that could be 
built upon and this constant erosion of the protected areas is TOTALLY unacceptable. 
 
The area is mostly residential yet despite objections the council approved the hideous BMW 
dealership, more offices, a supermarket and a drive through coffee shop will just compound the 
problem.  
 
Traffic through that area is already painfully slow, I dread to think what it would be like if you 
approved this application, forcing cars through the small lanes at rush hours causing dangerous 
congestion.  
 
Furthermore, a third supermarket is totally unnecessary when both Morrisons and Asda are a 
stones throw away, why on earth would residents want another?? 
 
Comments: 21st September 2018 
I continue to object utterly and unequivocally - it's with dismay that the plans have changed so 
little, how long will this keep going on for?? 
 



The Green Belt must be preserved, there are still vast areas of brown field areas that could be 
built upon and this constant erosion of the protected areas is TOTALLY unacceptable. 
 
The area is mostly residential yet despite objections the council approved the hideous BMW 
dealership, more offices, a supermarket and a drive through coffee shop will just compound the 
problem.  
 
Traffic through that area is already painfully slow, I dread to think what it would be like if you 
approved this application, forcing cars through the small lanes at rush hours causing dangerous 
congestion.  
 
Furthermore, a third supermarket is totally unnecessary when both Morrisons and Asda are a 
stones throw away, why on earth would residents want another?? 
 
   

88 Redgrove Park 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QZ 
 

 

Comments: 13th June 2018 
I wish to object to aspects of the above:  
 
We local residents neither need nor want an further supermarket in this area - we have ASDA 
and Morrisons within walking distance of this proposed additional outlet, with Spar, the 
newsagent in the Reddings and Home Bargains similarly convenient.  To provide another can 
only increase traffic into the area and render those existing, and their current employment, less 
viable. 
 
Similarly, a Costa Coffee or similar can only attract more traffic, since nearby residents are, by 
definition, living close enough to provide for themselves.  The incidence of littering will also be 
exacerbated.  
 
The density of traffic using the Park and Ride roundabout is already beyond a tolerable level; any 
more will represent an unacceptable further penalty to residents already feeling this to be a blight 
on their lives. 
 
In summary, more and more unwanted development is being forced into this now hard pressed 
area, largely against the wishes of residents who are already suffering badly in terms of quality of 
life and the environment. 
 
Comments: 8th October 2018 
I wish to OBJECT to the above planning application to build a new Aldi supermarket at Grovefield 
Way.  
 
The down side of such a development is only worth tolerating if there is sufficient up-side. 
 
There is little or no upside.  We already have two large supermarkets commendably close to all 
local residents, indeed within a mile or so, with several other grocery outlets close by.  These 
would all be negatively impacted by yet further competition with adverse effects on employment.  
If we really want Aldi produce then a large branch is perhaps just 2 miles away. 
 
We just don't need another supermarket, Aldi or otherwise. 
 
The downsides are many fold.  The traffic congestion at the Park & Ride and Arle Court 
Roundabouts is already intolerable at peak periods.   
 



The reduction in residents' quality of life resulting from many additional large delivery trucks 
servicing a new store is a significant issue. 
 
The effects of overspill parking into adjacent roads is yet one more negative. 
 
When will it be realised that a quart won't fit a pint pot - and that's before any West of Cheltenham 
estate is built, and the Park&Ride is extended. 
 
Please preserve what's left of our once pleasant local environment and refuse this application. 
 
   

9 Chalford Avenue 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6UF 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
I cannot see why another supermarket, Costa coffee and etc., is required in this are. There are 
already 2 supermarkets within reach of my property and a 3rd is not required. The traffic it would 
encourage on an already congested road is beyond belief. I can see that it would encourage 
more traffic to this area which I believe should be avoided at all costs.  
 
There is also the issue of heavy good lorries delivering as and when. 
 
As to a costa coffee drive thru would encourage drivers running there engines whilst waiting for 
there coffees and car noise which is not required. 
 
Comments: 13th June 2018 
I can see no logical reason to have another supermarket or coffee outlet when there are 2 
supermarkets within the same area and there are amble places to get a coffee, if needed. 
 
This is already a traffic congested area and does not require further traffic or lorries. 
 
Comments: 8th October 2018 
This is already a congested area and cannot agree with the planning proposal. I have concerns 
on noise and pollution impact and the number of delivery lorries that would arrive. considering 
this area was a natural habit for wildlife not that long ago. I wonder what damage is being done to 
the environment with the BMW garage and your proposal for more building work. I don't see your 
proposal adds any value to this area. There are areas around Cheltenham that have the road 
infrastructure but this area is a residential. 
 
   

Reddings Residents Association 
 
 
 

 

Comments: 10th June 2018 
The Reddings Residents Association (TRRA) objects. 
 
TRRA have prepared a detailed report which is too long to place here, so we will email a copy for 
the documents tab. A summary of the main points follows below: 
 
Summary 
 
1) To be clear, TRRA do not take issue with the B1 elements of the application nor the extant 
permission as a fall-back.  



 
2) TRRA and the vast majority of the 1000 households that it represents, the ward councillors, 
neighbouring residents' associations, businesses and parish council have previously objected to 
the non-B class application. No comments in support of this application have been made to date. 
 
3) As set out, we find a multitude of reasons why the application conflicts with policies, namely 
Retail, Local, Greenbelt and the NPPF. 
 
4) Some of the reports submitted are now significantly out-of-date and use old, flawed data. The 
application remains confusing and is not transparent as to its intentions for the B1 development 
elements in particular. 
 
5) The Local Plan is not yet finalised, and the Retail Plan is not written. This application is not 
consistent with either.  
 
6) This proposal is contrary to the current retained Retail Plan. 
  
7) The reports were drafted before the current editions of the Local Plan and JCS.  
 
8) Objection reports were filed by other traffic and planning consultants in respect of the previous 
application. These refute many of the applicant's reports, conclusions and claims. The applicant 
reports in support of this application do not address them. 
 
9) The traffic data is grossly out-of-date and the more recent survey is unreliable. 
 
10) Air quality monitoring and objective, impartial assessment is required. 
 
11) This proposal is very different to a B1-only proposal inasmuch as offices are likely to be 
operating at capacity 5 days per week, 08:00 to 18:00 hours with predictable traffic flows at finite 
periods. Retail will be 7 days per week, 05:30 to 23:00 hours with 24 hours per day intense 
lighting and very variable traffic flows all day and every day. Also, further light pollution from 
vehicle headlights shining into windows at all hours would occur. 
 
12) Traffic was bad and is now very bad following the BMW being opened in August 2017. Traffic 
fumes are very noticeable due to the standing traffic and yet it is proposed to build a pre-school 
nursery in the middle of it. What of the health risks to the children, residents and drivers who are 
now in stationary traffic? How is this being assessed? The applicant fails to do so in the 
documents submitted. This was a significant concern for the planning committee. 
 
13) Acoustic background noise from stationary traffic and deliveries and vehicle movements 
around the site will increase significantly compared to the extant B1 permission. The problem is 
compounded by the applicant having previously felled much of the tree and vegetation screening 
along the A40 and Grovefield Way to display their BMW building. 
 
14) B1 is likely to create modal shift with local jobs for local residents. Conversely, retail will 
encourage journeys from out-of-town. As such, it is contrary to the NPPF. 
 
15) If permitted, this will be the 15th Costa Coffee in Cheltenham. In this regard, the county is 
already a laughing stock. Costa will also encourage consumption of hot drinks whilst driving.  
 
16) The applicant's projected full time B Class job numbers are misleading and use incorrect 
numbers. 
 
17) The very special circumstances in 2007 were to permit the use of premier Greenbelt land for 
employment purposes with the creation of high value B1 jobs on a large site. The BMW 
development has already removed over 33% of the original site area available and created few, if 
any, new full time jobs. This proposal will take a further 12% of the site for non-B Class 



development to create 71 associated new full time jobs. However, that will be at a cost of 132, or 
more B1 jobs that would be created on the same 2448sq meters of the site. As such, the loss of 
B1 jobs to the retail/childcare A and D class proposal will remove a potential £588,000 per annum 
from the local economy compared to the equivalent B1 employment wages that would be 
generated by the extant B1 permission. 
 
18) Altering the site contours and stockpiling of soil during the BMW development has altered the 
historic ability of the site to absorb storm water run-off from Grovefield Way. This is causing 
flooding to local houses. The proposed development must account for this water in their designs, 
having already realigned the entrance road, and missing the chance to improve the highway 
drainage whilst doing so. A local spring has also changed course and is causing continuous 
damage to the adjoining highway "North Road West". 
 
19) The nature of the application, with only outline permission requested for the majority of the B1 
offices, means that neither CBC, nor residents can have confidence that the proposals placed 
before them are transparent or coherent, and that the applicant will not subsequently reapply to 
adjust the proposals once he has secured permission for A and D class development on the site, 
as he did for BMW. 
 
20) The proposal is not appropriate development in the Greenbelt.  
 
21) The development does not pass the sequential test because The Reddings area is not 
recognised in the policies retained in the Local Plan. The former BMW site on Tewkesbury Road 
(now a Lidl & Starbucks) is nearing completion. Do we need another supermarket or coffees 
shop? The large Wholefoods and Baileys sites are now vacant. Paragraph 27 of the NPPF clearly 
states that if the sequential test is failed, permission should be refused. The sequential test is 
undoubtedly failed. The applicant's comments retarding North Place are speculative. 
 
22) It is clear from the applicant's own economic analysis that a combined loss of turnover to 
Morrisons, Asda and "other" local stores of £6.89m will occur. That represents existing jobs and 
shops in the local community that will be lost. £6.89m is 60% of the projected total turnover for 
the new Aldi. At best the job losses will be translated to equivalent jobs at Aldi. Statistically, 
however, it is fair to say that only 40% of the jobs projected for the proposed Aldi will be new jobs. 
That said, as the whole economic analysis is based on trade diversion, the balance of new jobs at 
Aldi must also relate to jobs lost elsewhere in the county. This "trade off" will not occur if the 
applicant builds the B1 offices that he already has permission for. 
 
23) The draft unilateral undertaking by the developer on the previous application does not offer 
adequate security that the whole site will not become a retail park by stealth. Indeed, on the 
applicant's own Design and Access statement it congratulates itself that "The offices have not 
been designed with an end user in mind, so the space created needs to adapt easily to changes 
in need or use. The buildings must be open plan, to allow for easy sub-division to appeal to a 
wide range of potential occupiers. Taking this approach ensures that the buildings will be 
versatile and adaptable, ensuring they will remain viable into the future". As such, the architecture 
and style of the offices that they propose to build can easily be converted to retail in the future. 
24) There are so many flaws in this application that we are surprised that it has been brought 
forward for consideration, when the previous application identified that only some of the worst 
aspects of the initial application had been adjusted over the course of several amendments in 
2017. The current application makes only minor cosmetic changes and still fails to properly 
address the concerns that were raised in the previous application. 
 
TRRA believe that our community, and Cheltenham, deserves the right solution in line with the 
visions of the emerging Local Plan. Precious Greenbelt has been sacrificed for this B class 
employment land site. For that to have happened just to make way for more coffee shops and 
supermarkets would be wrong and we find nothing to support the applicants advocacy for same 
in the facts of this matter. 
 



We urge you to reject this application and thank you for your time and consideration of our 
submission. 
 
The Reddings Residents' Association 
 
Comments: 11th June 2018 
Further to the summary of our comments, which we posted on the public comments of the CBC 
website for the above application, we enclose herewith our complete report (see Documents tab).   
 
Please would you add it to the comments section, or documents section. 
 
The foregoing also refers to our illustrated report of March 2017 which relates to the previous 
application but is relevant to this also (available on line).   
 
Comments: 17th September 2018 
We understand that the Case Officer is expecting further plans that are anticipated to remove the 
existing proposed Costa, replacing this instead with B1 Office Space.  
 
We understand that the applicant is making these changes to overcome criticism that the scheme 
is not a B-Use led scheme.  
 
This would not be a minor variation. 
 
We seek confirmation that CBC will  be initiating a re-consultation on any such new plans that are 
submitted, to do otherwise would be contrary to the laws of natural justice.  
 
We would be pleased to hear from you with confirmation. 
 
 
 
Further comments from TRRA included under ‘Consultations’ in the officer report.  
 
  

3 Caine Square 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 0GB 
 

 

Comments: 8th October 2018 
As before prior to this application being 'revised' my objections are: 
 
1. Nurseries are closing across the county. The need for a new one is unnecessary. 
 
2. There are two supermarkets within a very short distance of this site. There cannot possibly be 
a further requirement for another. All this serves to do is dilute the current customer base which is 
an unnecessary strain on the supermarkets we already have. Other companies are closing 
supermarkets especially where there has been an amalgamation of chains. We are then left open 
to empty supermarket buildings. 
 
3. There is unused office space all over Cheltenham and in particular in fairly close proximity to 
this site behind the Nuffield Hospital.  
 
4. The one thing sadly lacking in this area and which would alleviate many problems is the lack of 
parking for people already working in this are in GCHQ, Ultra Electronics and BMW (where 
employees are not permitted to park on site!) Parking should somehow be provided for these 
employees. A satisfactory solution would be for an amalgamation of these large businesses 
purchasing the land jointly and providing parking for their employees and thus removing the 



necessity for the Park and Ride to be farmed out for this purpose. This is not what it was intended 
for. When offices are built there should also be a plan in place to accommodate the staff working 
there. When the plans for the West Cheltenham development are put in place (if not already 
there) you will just be pouring more and more vehicles and people into a saturated area with no 
thought for where these people will park. 
 
I'm not sure I anticipate this being turned down again as our council and planning office currently 
seem to have their own best interests at heart and not those of the people of Cheltenham. 
Basically we can all talk until we are blue in the face and our council (which I did not vote for) will 
just do as they please. 
 
   

2 Grace Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QE 
 

 

Comments: 13th June 2018 
I have lived in this area for the last 18 years and enjoy walking in preference to driving a car. In 
that time there has been a huge increase in the amount of traffic using Hatherley Lane and the 
roundabouts at Arle Court. It is now no longer possible to find spaces in the Arle Court Park and 
Ride so I chose to walk and ride. However, with the huge increase in traffic since the Asda, B and 
Q and the recent BMW development walking and crossing roads to get to the Park and Ride is 
becoming more hazardous and the quality of air is becoming more and more toxic.  
 
The proposed development on the Grovefield site includes a nursery for pre school children.  
 
If the nursery is built in an area which is already congested with traffic are we not in danger of 
inflicting a potentially damaging cocktail of carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide and hydrocarbons on 
vulnerable young lungs?  
 
Studies have already suggested vehicle pollution can exacerbate asthma. I feel strongly that the 
impact off air pollution in this area of Cheltenham is not being seriously considered by the council.  
 
Do we really need another supermarket when the existing Cheltenham Aldi has been expanded 
and there is to be a new Lidl. We already have an Asda, Morrsions and Home Bargains and 
these stores do not appear to be running at full capacity.  
 
We have a large number of coffee shops in and around Cheltenham. There are coffee shops at 
Asda and Morrisons, KFC drive through and at the Harvester. Do we really want to encourage 
more traffic coming off the M5 to use the proposed Costa drive through facility. 
 
I hope that you will listen to the many concerns that the residents in this area of Cheltenham have 
before approving planning permission for more retail and residential developments on the west 
side of Cheltenham.  
 
Comments: 5th October 2018 
Having previously objected I am writing to confirm my continued objection of the revised plans. 
 
I would like to object to the planning proposal for several reasons: 
 
1. The proposed development would increase traffic flow and pollution. It will significantly impact 
upon traffic issues already present in that area. The current road infrastructure around the area 
cannot support this significant development.  
 
The traffic at peak times is already intolerable and roads, which are not suitable for heavy traffic, 
are being used as 'rat-runs' to skirt around the main roads. There is already too much traffic on 



Grovefield Way during rush hour (often with long queues to the roundabout with Hatherley Lane). 
With an additional supermarket there will delivery lorries and more weekend and evening traffic 
around this location. 
 
 2. Whilst cars are stuck in a traffic jam with engines idling there will be a significant build-up of 
fumes in the vicinity making it especially unsuitable for a day nursery to be built in the vicinity of a 
supermarket car park with the constant stream of traffic in and out. A nursery should never be 
located close to large roads including the motorway due to the high level of air pollution.  
 
3. Another supermarket would divert custom from other local options of Asda, Morrison's, Spar 
and Home Bargains. As there is plenty of supermarket provision and office space in the area 
already, there is no reason for this development on greenbelt land. 
 
4. There is already inadequate parking for the Park and Ride, and employees from BMW and 
GCHQ and they are parking on local residential streets.  
 
5. There are still unused offices available at Pure offices. 
 
   

Sycamore Lodge 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RL 
 

 

Comments: 26th September 2018 
I strongly object to this proposal on multiple grounds. 
 
Firstly, there is simply no need for a development of this nature; there are already two 
supermarkets in close proximity offering ample low cost choice, and a home bargains store. This 
is not an area of low employment requiring the creation of job opportunities in the immediate 
vicinity.  
 
There are also several well-advertised vacant office units, showing there are is not sufficient 
demand for more office space in the local area - the units already in the close area are not fully 
let, or oversubscribed. There is also brownfield sites available close by that could be developed 
for office use in the unlikely event this was required.  
 
Secondly, this is a horrific example of urban sprawl, where greenbelt is being eroded, and totally 
unnecessary development for nothing but profit is put on valuable green space to the detriment of 
local residents who clearly do not want it.  
 
Lastly and most importantly is the concern regarding the traffic and total inability for the local 
infrastructure to cope with the additional vehicles that will come with this development? There is 
already too much traffic on the surrounding roads and roundabouts - the survey conducted is out 
of date, and traffic during peak time is quite literally bumper to bumper. Further cars (this is not 
well connected for any other means of transport) will result in catastrophic levels of queues, 
pollution and parking for local residents. It will also mean other local roads are used as "rat runs" 
- roads that are not designed for regular or heavy traffic and this is already a dangerous issue 
that will worsen with the risk of collisions as people leave blind driveways constantly.  
 
I am baffled as to how an application like this has even got this far, when it is neither needed, 
wanted, nor safe for the residents or environment.  
 
   

10 Frampton Mews 
The Reddings 

 



Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6UG 
 

Comments: 13th June 2018 
There is already heavy traffic on Grovefield Way, with frequent queues to the Arle Court 
Roundabout. This development will make this much worse. 
 
Additionally, as this site is close to Asda and not far from Morrisons, there seems no requirement 
to have yet another supermarket on this side of town. 
 
Comments: 1st October 2018 
I would like to object to the proposed development for several reasons: 
 
1. There is already too much traffic on Grovefield Way during rush hour (often with long queues 
to the roundabout with Hatherley Lane). 
 
2. There is already inadequate parking for BMW employees, and they are parking on local 
residential streets and even on Grovefield Way. 
 
3. There are already an adequate number of supermarkets with both Asda and Morrisons nearby.  
 
4. There are no plans to landscape the area to make it look attractive for local residents and 
those passing by. 
 
5. There looks to be inadequate provision for water drainage to prevent local flooding. 
 
   

25 Timperley Way 
Up Hatherley 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 3RH 
 

 

Comments: 15th June 2018 
Letter attached.  
 
   

9 Frampton Mews 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6UG 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
The revised application does not address any of the concerns that I have already expressed 
regarding the initial proposal, and I continue to object on the same grounds, namely: 
 
1. It is a further extension to an unnecessary retail development on green belt land. The greenbelt 
boundary must not be amended and the greenbelt status must not be lifted from this site 
 
2. There is no landscaping to make the site in keeping with what should be a village area of 
Cheltenham 
 
3. An increased serious flood risk and increased surface water levels - we are already seeing that 
from the BMW site 
 



4. It will cause an increase the amount of traffic around The Reddings exacerbating existing 
gridlock problems on Grovefield Way and surrounding roads. 
 
Despite all of the promises that were made by the council regarding no serious impact upon the 
local traffic flows when Asda and the B&Q developments went ahead, the Reddings area suffers 
considerably from increased traffic with serious congestion problems at the B&Q roundabout 
during the evening and morning rush hours.  
 
This is exacerbated now by the number of cars using the Reddings as a 'cut through' presumably 
to avoid traffic on the A40. The proposed development will add even further to the already 
horrendous congestion in the area, together with the increase in traffic noise, pollution, and a 
greater risk of traffic accidents. Furthermore the infrastructure is going to be under more strain - 
the roads leading to the proposed development are insufficient for greater traffic numbers. We 
already have serious problems with potholes in the area which can and will get worse.  
 
There is also the additional problem of parking. This is insufficient in the proposed development 
and will likely result in workers using the surrounding roads for parking. This will cause serious 
annoyance and inconvenience to local residents. We already have this problem with workers 
from BMW nuisance parking in the local roads. With this development it will be far worse! 
 
5. An increase in traffic noise, as well as additional light pollution and further reducing air quality 
 
6. There is no need for a further supermarket in the area, we have two already. 
 
7. There is no need for a further Costa - there are already 12 Costa Coffee outlets in Cheltenham 
 
8. A B1 development plan for this area already exists. Furthermore the existing plan addresses 
the above concerns. 
 
9. Some of the reports used in the application are now significantly out-of-date and use old, 
flawed data. The application remains confusing and is not transparent as to its intentions for the 
B1 development elements in particular. 
 
10. The Local Plan is not yet finalized, and the Retail Plan is not written. This application is not 
consistent with either.  
 
11. This proposal is contrary to the current retained Retail Plan.  
 
12. The reports were drafted before the current editions of the Local Plan and JCS. 
 
13. There are no exceptional circumstances to permit this proposed development within the 
greenbelt. We should not be readily concreting over our precious countryside with the 
accompanying loss to wildlife, habitat. It is something that the Council should be acting as 
custodians over with the aim of preserving it for future generations. Once gone, it will be gone 
forever. The Council should not be rushing to leave that as it's legacy. 
 
Comments: 1st October 2018 
I note that the plans now include removal of the Costa and replacing it with B1. However, I agree 
entirely with the Residents Association that the "indicative" statement gives no form of 
permanence or commitment. I have no doubt in my mind that a variation application will be made 
to convert the unit back to a coffee shop once permission for the remainder of the site has been 
granted. 
 
I further agree with the Residents Association that if the letters of intent which have been 
submitted by potential office occupiers have no contractual basis, then there is absolutely no 
guaranteed, binding commitment for that to be manifested once planning permission has been 
granted. 



 
Cheltenham Borough Council has too readily allowed previous planning applications with 
grandiose airy promises that there will be for example no serious effect on traffic in the area (you 
try getting out from Grovefield Way to the A40 during peak hours nowadays!), or significant 
drainage problems (BMW development already causes flooding and overspill into the local 
roads!), so for the Council to say that all will be well on the basis of non-contractual letters of 
intent is something I would take with a considerably large pinch of salt! 
 
The revised application does not address any of the concerns that I have already expressed 
regarding the initial proposal, and I continue to object on the same grounds, namely: 
 
1. It is a further extension to an unnecessary retail development on green belt land. The greenbelt 
boundary must not be amended and the greenbelt status must not be lifted from this site 
 
2. There is no landscaping to make the site in keeping with what should be a village area of 
Cheltenham 
 
3. An increased serious flood risk and increased surface water levels - we are already seeing that 
from the BMW site 
 
4. It will cause further increase the amount of traffic around The Reddings exacerbating existing 
gridlock problems on Grovefield Way and surrounding roads. 
 
Despite all of the promises that were made by the council regarding no serious impact upon the 
local traffic flows when Asda and the B&Q developments went ahead, the Reddings area suffers 
considerably from increased traffic with serious congestion problems at the B&Q roundabout 
during the evening and morning rush hours.  
 
This is exacerbated now by the number of cars using the Reddings as a 'cut through' presumably 
to avoid traffic on the A40. The proposed development will add even further to the already 
horrendous congestion in the area, together with the increase in traffic noise, pollution, and a 
greater risk of traffic accidents. Furthermore, the infrastructure is going to be under more strain - 
the roads leading to the proposed development are insufficient for greater traffic numbers. We 
already have serious problems with potholes in the area which can and will get worse.  
 
There is also the additional problem of parking. This is insufficient in the proposed development 
and will likely result in workers using the surrounding roads for parking. This will cause serious 
annoyance and inconvenience to local residents. We already have this problem with workers 
from BMW nuisance parking in the local roads. With this development it will be far worse! 
 
5. An increase in traffic noise, as well as additional light pollution and further reducing air quality 
 
6. There is no need for a further supermarket in the area, we have two already. 
 
7. A B1 development plan for this area already exists which addresses the above concerns. 
 
8. Some of the reports used in the application are now significantly out-of-date and use old, 
flawed data. The application remains confusing and is not transparent as to its intentions for the 
B1 development elements in particular. 
 
9. The Local Plan is not yet finalized, and the Retail Plan is not written. This application is not 
consistent with either.  
 
10. This proposal is contrary to the current retained Retail Plan.  
 
11. The reports were drafted before the current editions of the Local Plan and JCS. 
 



12. There are no exceptional circumstances to permit this proposed development within the 
greenbelt. We should not be readily concreting over our precious countryside with the 
accompanying loss to wildlife, habitat. It is something that the Council should be acting as 
custodians over with the aim of preserving it for future generations. Once gone, it will be gone 
forever. The Council should not be rushing to leave that as its legacy. 
 
 
   

Amity 
78 Redgrove Park 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QZ 
 

 

Comments: 28th May 2018 
Traffic system in the area is at breaking point due to volumes of vehicles. There isn't even 2 lanes 
or traffic lights from the B&Q roundabout towards Arle Court and this creates potential accidents 
everyday. 
 
 In the last 15 years the following have been built: care home, hotel, KFC, Asda and BMW as well 
as 500 homes with no road widening or improved access to the A40. There is another care home 
being built which will create yet more congestion off hatherley lane and pollution and traffic noise 
continue to increase. 
 
We already have the poorest air quality in cheltenham in this area too. 
 
Crossing hatherley lane has become increasingly dangerous for pedestrians and the pavements 
are narrow. 
 
Noise and litter have increased greatly in the area and if this commercial enterprise gets the go 
ahead we will be looking at gridlocked roads, further noise, litter, buildings blocking views and no 
privacy for those living nearby as well as traffic and light pollution. 
 
We have 2 large supermarkets in the area and there are beverages available at both of these as 
well KFC, Harvester and several local pubs. Offices are still left empty by Asda and there are 
several nurseries therefore, there is no need for any of the amenities being proposed in our 
already saturated local area. These plans would be better placed in an industrial or commercial 
area. 
 
Comments: 29th May 2018 
Traffic congestion means the roads around B&Q are at breaking point with near misses everyday 
due to cars making two lanes out of one as the road is not wide enough and the amount of 
vehicles ever increases. 
 
There are already sufficient amenities in the area x2 large supermarkets with petrol stations, 3 
local pubs and several nurseries. 
 
In the last 15 years the area has become a largely retail/ commercial area with 2 care homes, 
Asda, B&Q site, hotel, KFC. and around 500 homes. Offices next to Asda are empty. 
 
There has been no road widening or signalling at the Arle court roundabout which is now critical. 
A slip road onto a40 would help to ease congestion for daily commuters. 
 
Our area has the poorest air quality in cheltenham due to all this development and along with 
traffic pollution and noise there is light pollution and increased litter. 
 



Paths along hatherley lane are narrow and have overgrowing vegetation and it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to cross the road at any time of day due to traffic. This is not helped by the 
parked cars near the c2 church area as there are only some yellow lines which could be 
extended both sides to prevent dangerous parking. 
 
Instead of more development of a commercial nature, a large, low level multi storey car park 
could be used by both workers from GCHQ and other companies in the area as well as the park 
and ride to remove inconsiderate and dangerous parking on residential roads. 
 
This proposal would be better suited in an out of town industrial retail park setting. 
 
Comments: 5th October 2018 
As there appears to be a server error when trying to leave comments on the CBC website, I am 
emailing as advised instead. 
 
Objection to this planned development: 
 
There are numerous reasons for this: 
 
1) What about the weekend and evening traffic that the Aldi will generate on Grovefield Way? 
The applicants transport analysis predicts up to 282 vehicle arrivals and departures every hour 
for much of the weekend, all into a carpark with a maximum of 102 car park spaces. 
Roads are gridlocked for hours per day already. With accidents and near misses on the B&Q 
roundabout where vehicles make 2 lanes when there is effectively one.  
One idea is the land could be used as a slip road onto A40 thus easing congestion and gridlock 
at both B&Q and Arle court roundabouts.  
Lanes need widening at Arle court and traffic lights installed even a hamburger lane like 
Elmbridge court. 
Parking is a major issue already in the area with both BMW, GCHQ and other companies workers 
using the park and ride site and residential roads even parking on grass verges all free of charge. 
On Hatherley lane there needs to be double yellow lines all the way from Asda to Robert burns 
avenue as cars are constantly swerving around parked vehicles. 
A better use of the space would be a multi storey car park where local workers would park and 
generate revenue and also provide more park and ride spaces. 
We need no waiting yellow lines on roundabout areas of grace gardens and Redgrove Park as 
even now cars block the road waiting in traffic and residents are not able to access their estates. 
In the last 15 years all the development in the area including approx 500 homes has left the road 
infrastructure unable to cope with no significant improvements made local residents are having to 
endure gridlocked traffic for hours each day. 
This will get even worse with the approx 400 Redrow homes being built and the new secondary 
school. 
 
2) What provisions are being made to reduce fume pollution? As the area has already been found 
to be most polluted in Cheltenham this year. 
 
3) Is it safe for young children to be in a nursery, up to 12 hours a day, in the middle of a carpark, 
next to the Aldi & office car parks, BMW garage, the congested Grovefield Way, A40 & M5, 
breathing in fumes? 
 
4) What measures are in place to control noise pollution from air conditioning plant on offices, 
shops, etc.,  the new queuing traffic, the reversing sirens of delivery lorries? 
 
5) How is light pollution to nearby houses to be controlled? 
 
6) What opening hours are actually proposed, because non are given. 
 



7) When will deliveries be made? Will it be early morning, or late at night and wake me, or my 
children up? 
 
8) How does the economic argument to build Aldi & create 26 jobs compare to being able to 
create 118 more jobs in an office of the same area? There are empty offices by Asda. We already 
have 2 supermarkets, a spa shop and co op in the area there is no need for another supermarket 
and offices in the area. 
 
9) Where will all the wildlife go when the proposed planting will be non-native species and very 
small when planted. 
 
It is disappointing the developers can keep putting in for planning when they have already been 
turned down several times and there are so many objections being registered. 
 
   

7 Redgrove Park 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QY 
 

 

Comments: 13th June 2018 
We would like to reemphasize the following points. 
 
1. Traffic The junction of Grovefield Way and Hatherley Lane is seriously congested at both 
the morning and evening rush hours. From Arle Court roundabout along Hatherley Lane there is 
heavy and near stationary traffic into town making exicts from Grace Gardens, Redgrove Park 
and Robert Burns Avenue difficult and sometimes dangerous. Similarly from the junction of The 
Reddings with Grovefield Way the road is heavily congested in both directions at both morning 
and evenings. And this is BEFORE any of the presently proposed development has any further 
influence. 
 
2. Excessive development. The proposed development duplicates facilities which are already 
in plentiful supply in all parts of Hatherley, both in retail opportunities and food outlets. 
 
3. The need (If any) is for residential, not commercial property. 
 
   

8 Appleton Avenue 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6TS 
 

 

Comments: 15th June 2018 
The previous objections from myself still stand regarding the proposal to build on the green belt 
site adjacent to North Road West and Grovefield Way. I wholeheartedly support the objection 
submitted by The Reddings Residents Association. We have supermarkets, coffee shops, 
children's nurseries and offices nearby and do not need any more buildings. The proposed 
development will cause significant increases in pollution, noise, light erosion and traffic 
congestion which is severely detrimental to the local area and its residents. Trusting you will take 
ALL objections into consideration and reject this proposal.  
 
I most strongly want to object to the proposed development reference no. 18/01004/FUL. 
 
In this area we have plenty of supermarkets, plenty of places to have coffee, adequate nurseries, 
empty office buildings by the side of Asda, also numerous empty offices in Cheltenham and so 
have I have not seen the office buildings been taking up in the white boarding area by Asda 
suggesting there is no further demand for anything.  



 
Another severe problem is the volume of traffic this disaster will bring into the area. Congestion at 
the moment is unacceptable at peak time along Grovefield Way and the surrounding area. With 
all the proposed buildings there will be constant movement of traffic, loading/unloading at all 
times of the day/night. This is adjacent to residential properties and will negatively impact the 
lives of residents with noise and light disturbance and pollution. I could not see anything in the 
proposal that addresses any of this with amendments or new infrastructure elements. 
 
I would suggest as existing demand is not being fullfilled (evidence of land by ASDA) then that is 
factual and shows no demand for anything extra to be built on this site 
 
 
   

6 Roxton Drive 
Hatherley 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6SQ 
 

 

Comments: 14th June 2018 
I note that Cheltenham Borough Council's planning website is out of action and so I am sending 
my feedback on the Grovefield Way development application by email instead. 
 
I would ask that you add this to the website when it is functional once again.  
 
You may find it reasonable to extend the deadline for public feedback as your technical issues 
will have prevented many concerned residents from logging their feedback. 
 
This site (Grovefield Way) is not an appropriate site for a retail development. It is not 'out of town' 
it is adjacent to domestic properties which will be significantly impacted by retail activity.  Unlike a 
B1 office, for which I believe the site has previously been granted permission, retail sites have 
constant traffic flow, out of hours deliveries, and they attract and encourage people to hang about 
(and may therefore attract trouble.) This application goes so far as to suggest that having people 
sitting drinking coffee outside at up to 11pm will be a good thing for the community.  
 
Unless you live in it and are trying to enjoy peace and quiet in your own home. 
 
With a large number of retail outlets in town closing and with a large supermarket (Asda) literally 
just around the corner, the building of another supermarket retailer seems completely 
unnecessary. It will only leach business from existing outlets and not create new demand, and is 
therefore far more likely to cost local jobs than it is to provide them. 
 
It is quite possible that all it would do is move jobs from the Tewkesbury Road side of town to this 
side of town - in cars, adding to the traffic and parking issues in this area. 
 
Cheltenham Borough Council have failed to address the issues caused by the same developer's 
failure to provide parking or adequate site drainage on their adjacent BMW site. Flooding is now a 
significant issue locally and there is no indication that the new development does anything other 
than exacerbate that. 
 
There is wholly inadequate provision for parking. If the retail units and offices are built, and if they 
are as successful as the developer suggests, then they will generate significant vehicular traffic. 
The offices will add to the peak flows (already significantly congested in the morning and 
evening) and the retailers will add traffic of the same flow profile as Asda, B&Q etc ... just around 
the corner, but accessing the wider community via the same small roundabout bottleneck to the 
same Arle Court roundabout.  The road infrastructure in this locality is already not coping. Adding 
this extra load will significantly worsen journey times for local residents (and the unfortunate 



customers of these proposed businesses.) I do not see anything in these proposals which would 
ease this congestion. 
 
There do not appear to be any restrictions imposed on hours of business or the hours of delivery 
to retail units. Asda has been permitted to deliver 24/7 and now regularly wakes up its residential 
neighbours in the early hours of the morning. Aldi, Costa Coffee etc will do the same if you permit 
it. They will significantly impact the health and quality of life of their residential neighbours - in 
breach of the Borough Council's own promise in the Cheltenham Charter that we can expect to 
enjoy a healthy life, having positive relationships at home and with the wider community and 
enjoy the benefits of a sustainable built and natural environment. 
 
This plan is largely unchanged from its predecessor which was quite rightly turned down. The 
developer has made no attempt to address the concerns of the community about this proposal, or 
their current Cotswold Motor Group site. The Borough Council cannot, in good conscience, say 
that there is any substantial change that warrants this application being passed. It must decline 
the application and should instead devote its resources to enforcing reasonable behaviour from 
its corporate citizens and fulfilling its duty of care to the people who live in the borough. 
 
   

Avonleigh 
Branch Road 
The Reddings  
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RP 
 

 

  Comments: 12th June 2018 
Yet again, I wish to reiterate my objection to the revised plans. I object to the proposed 
development which is on Green Belt as designated in the Cheltenham Borough Local Plan. 
 
There will be a further increase in traffic, exacerbating the existing problem of peak time 
congestion and associated noise and air pollution. The current infrastructure has not been 
designed to support this type and size of development. 
 
Since the last application a Cyber Technology Park is being proposed next to GCHQ. This will no 
doubt increase the pressure on an already weak infrastructure.  
 
This plan does not appear to support the intention of the original application of B1 development. 
The Planning Inspectorate commented about a previous application that the land could only be 
used for office development. The need for more offices should be weighed against the empty 
land space adjacent to the Asda supermarket. 
 
In my opinion, there is no need for another supermarket, drive-thru outlet or office 
accommodation.  
 
This development would also lead to a loss of habitat for a wide range of wildlife. 
 
This development makes no improvement to the local footpath infrastructure and connectivity at 
the A40/M5 intersection and Badgeworth Road. An ideal opportunity wasted. 
 
Comments: 7th October 2018 
I wish to reiterate my objection to the revised plans and fully support the extensive investigations 
and findings of The Reddings Residents Association. 
 
The further increase in traffic will exacerbate the already existing problem of peak time 
congestion, together with the associated noise and air pollution. The current infrastructure has 
not been designed to support this type and size of development. 



 
There is no need for more office space as the land adjacent to the Asda supermarket still remains 
undeveloped. 
 
In my opinion, there is no need for another supermarket in an area that is already well served by 
6 of the largest within a 3.1mile radius.  
 
This development would also lead to a loss of habitat for a wide range of wildlife. 
 
This development should include plans to develop and integrate a footpath network to improve 
access to the existing footpaths under and around the A40/M5 intersection and airport. 
 
   

White Lodge 
Hatherley Lane 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6SH 
 

 

Comments: 12th June 2018 
I do not see the need for another supermarket in the area. Office space is already plentiful. There 
may be a need for a day nursery, but surely this is not the right environment for one, too many 
vehicles in the area and just off a very busy road. Traffic would be increased again, with more 
articulated vehicles. The traffic on the road outside my front door at the moment is constant from 
06.30am to approx. 19.30pm Monday to Saturday. Articulated vehicles mounting the grass very 
close to my fence when they try to turn left to go down the A40, not enough road space for them. 
The pollution is horrendous, my window frames get a black covering of dust within a few weeks of 
cleaning, caused by stationary vehicles, engines running, also the vibration is not helping the 
structure of the property. So no to more traffic. 
 
   

March Winds 
North Noad East 
Cheltenham 
GL51 6RE 
 

 

Comments: 13th June 2018 
I am very concerned with the proposed planning application for the following reasons. 
 
The traffic at the roundabout by B and Q is already at a bottleneck at both morning and evening 
rush hour. It is very congested now but would undoubtably get worse if the development goes 
ahead, creating noise and air pollution in an area that already suffers due to the close proximity of 
the A40. 
 
We currently have cars parked on North Road East every day during the working week from the 
developments that already exist. Often the parking is inconvenient for residents getting in and out 
their property. I am worried that the parking on residential roads near the proposed development 
will increase. 
 
I am dismayed by the thought that this development, if it is created, will be open until late at night, 
creating even more noise pollution as well at possible light pollution. 
 
I am strongly against the continued development on Greenbelt land, particularly when there are 
brownbelt sites that could be developed.  
 
The BMW garage is a visual monstrosity and it is a shame that it is one of the first things that you 
see when entering historic Cheltenham, a further development can only look worse. 



 
We do not need another supermarket right next to Asda, we do not need more offices when there 
are many standing empty by Asda. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

6 Grace Gardens 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6QE 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
My previous comment of 2017 still stands.  
 
i strongly oppose the proposed building ideas. I was at the council meeting when the developers 
failed miserably and the plans were rejected. how they could have the cheek to submit them 
again when they failed so badly. 
 
I have lived in grace gardens for nearly 19 years and seen the lovely green area built on. I cannot 
get out of my road in the busy times in under 3 minutes waiting for the endless stream of cars to 
pass.  
 
The b and q roundabout is a joke to get across and worse still is the roundabout by kentucky and 
the Jurys hotel.  
we do not need an Aldi we have one in town. we do not need a costa and certainly a large 
nursery school is not wanted. 
  
Strongly object 
 
Comments: 5th October 2018 
This is the 3rd time I have objected to this proposal and all I have said before still stands. It is the 
most ridiculous plan I have ever heard of. No one wants an Aldi Costa or a nursery causing extra 
traffic disruption on grovefield way. The current bmw garage looking like a liner docking at night. 
The amount of pollution it will cause is enough to make me and others move from Cheltenham.  
I do not want this building proposal. 
  

Lynwood 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RL 
 

 

  Comments: 8th June 2018 
I am very concerned about this application and have the following points in objection to it. 
 
This land was originally Green Belt, and woefully the council have allowed to be developed. I 
wish very much that this had not happened, but as it has been, it is vital that any development 
should be sympathetic to the local environment. 
 
The application is significantly 'over-developing' the site. I agree with other comments that there 
is no need for another supermarket and a drive through facility - we've got them already. The 
council should be encouraging retail to use the town centre and the new developments that are 



happening there. This type of facility would increase traffic, noise and light pollution to 
unacceptable levels.  
 
Regarding the office buildings and childcare, this too will cause additional traffic on Grovefield 
Way which is already terribly congested at peak times. So much traffic now uses this road to gain 
access to the A40 that the access to Arle Court roundabout really needs adjusting. Possibly traffic 
light controls should be installed for this entry (at present the traffic lights are only on the A40 
itself) or some way of creating a flow lane so that traffic can get directly onto the A40 and to the 
motorway. Maybe it would be practical to have access to the site directly via the A40. 
 
The parking suggested for the development does not seem enough. Although there are bus 
routes along the A40, this is only going to help people to get to work if they can easily get to a 
bus stop at the other end. Otherwise they will come by car, and if they can't park on-site, they will 
park on surrounding roads. This is amply evidenced by the parking around GCHQ, which doesn't 
have enough parking for their staff. The park & ride facility is now completely full by around 10am. 
So more parking would have to be allowed for. This will create further congestion on surrounding 
roads and loss of amenity for the residents. 
 
It's dreadful to see the high building of the BMW development from our house where once we 
saw rural landscape. This has changed the rural aspect of the area and any further development 
will make it worse.  
 
The noise from the A40 has significantly increased since the trees were 'thinned' along the side of 
the A40. Some visual and audio screening is vital, both to baffle the noise of the A40 and to 
screen the development itself. The A40 should be laid with surfacing that minimises vehicle 
noise.  
 
I'm concerned that more hedgerow would be removed - hedgerow supports our wildlife and is 
shrinking at an alarming rate. The BMW development has already removed far more hedgerow 
than the plans seemed to show. We need to protect hedgerow and the associated wildlife.  
 
Thank you for reading these comments, and I hope you will take these into consideration. 
 
Comments: 7th October 2018 
I am very concerned about this application and have the following points in objection to it. 
This land was originally Green Belt, and was allowed to be developed for exceptional 
circumstances - to provide office accommodation It is vital that any development should be 
sympathetic to the local environment. 
 
The application is massively 'over-developing' the site. I agree with many other comments that 
there is no need for another supermarket - supermarkets are close by already, plus food in Home 
Bargains, and the shop in The Reddings. The council should be encouraging retail to use the 
town centre and the new developments that are happening there. This type of facility would 
increase traffic, noise and light pollution to unacceptable levels. I cannot see any justification for a 
supermarket - it is not wanted or needed and will create only a small number of jobs compared 
with the office building that could use the site - and which is what the original planning officer 
envisaged. 
 
Regarding the office buildings and childcare, this too will cause additional traffic on Grovefield 
Way which is already terribly congested at peak times. So much traffic now uses this road to gain 
access to the A40 that the access to Arle Court roundabout really needs adjusting. This will 
create further congestion on surrounding roads and loss of amenity for the residents. Possibly 
traffic light controls should be installed for this entry (at present the traffic lights are only on the 
A40 itself) or some way of creating a flow lane so that traffic can get directly onto the A40 and to 
the motorway. Could it be practical to have access to the site directly via the A40? This would 
reduce congestion on local roads. 
 



The parking suggested for the development does not seem nearly enough. Although there are 
bus routes along the A40, this is only going to help people to get to work if they can easily get to 
a bus stop at the other end. Otherwise they will come by car, and if they can't park on-site, they 
will park on surrounding roads. This is amply evidenced by the parking around GCHQ, which 
doesn't have enough parking for their staff, and along Grovefield Way cars are already squeezed 
onto bits of tarmac along the green verge. So more parking would have to be allowed for in the 
plans.  
 
The noise from the A40 has significantly increased since the trees were 'thinned' along the side of 
the A40. Some visual and audio screening is vital, both to baffle the noise of the A40 and to 
screen the development itself. The A40 should be laid with surfacing that minimises vehicle 
noise. Surely it is not too late for sound insulation to be improved by more planting, which will 
improve visual, noise and light disturbance. This will also help to maintain conservation and the 
wildlife on the site. We have already lost precious hedgerow and we should not lose any more - 
this is vital to wildlife. 
 
Light pollution is a real concern as the proposed supermarket would be likely to be open outside 
of office hours - in fact it would have to be to make it economically viable when it is competing 
with the other local supermarkets.  
 
Flooding is already a problem with the current BMW development. Water has seeped through the 
tarmac on the road surface on North Road West. This is extremely worrying, and should be fully 
investigated before any further development is allowed. 
 
I appreciate you reading my comments, and I hope you will take them into consideration. 
 
   

Fernleigh 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RY 
 

 

Comments: 11th June 2018 
This 'new' application, fielded at the same time as the appeal against the previous refusal is just 
another piece of 'smoke and mirrors' from the Hinton Group. 
 
Nothing has changed from the earlier, rejected application and my previous objections remain. 
 
In short; 
 
1) The infrastructure around the Reddings cannot handle a retail park (the offices will remain 
empty and Hinton will then attempt to change all the units to retail in time). Neither the A40, 
Grovefield Way, The Reddings nor Hatherley Road will cope with the huge amount of additional 
traffic generated by retail on this site.  
 
2) BMW has already increased flooding in the area and the magical aquifer they claimed would 
negate this simply hasn't happened. This development will make flooding even worse. 
 
3) Noise, litter and anti-social behaviour will all become issues in the area. 
 
4) Light pollution and affect on Wildlife - birds around BMW are tweeting when they should be 
asleep! The affect on wildlife in the area will be devastating.  
 
5) Development in the Greenbelt is granted in exceptional circumstances. Another Aldi and 
Cheltenham's 400th Costa are not exceptional circumstances.  
 



6) There is no need. These facilities are provided elsewhere. The office space around the back of 
Asda remains empty so why do we need more offices here?? 
 
7) It won't increase B1 employment significantly. 
 
8) Pollution. Standing traffic and increase in movements (Hinton's estimates are ridiculous!) will 
vastly reduce the quality of air in the area. 
 
9) The goes against local and national planning. 
 
10) BMW employees are causing parking issues around the area. This will make that worse and 
local government seem to take no interest in helping matters here. Compliance have no teeth and 
wash their hands once something is through.  
 
It is a terrible plan. It isn't needed or wanted. It will be so bad for the local area. It must be 
rejected. 
 
Comments: 5th October 2018 
As the application has not significantly changed, I stand by my earlier objections. I also fully 
endorse the comments made by TRRA, who work to represent the voice of the community and 
raise the key issues which are often missed elsewhere.  
 
My concerns are as follows: 
 
Pollution caused by a significant increase in traffic. Grovefield Way is already subject to standing 
traffic, which has been made worse by BMW. This will hugely exacerbate the problem. I certainly 
won't be sending my little ones to a nursery on such a site! I don't believe it responsible to have a 
nursery on a site with frequent traffic movements, and poor air quality. 
 
Traffic will hugely increase, not only on Grovefield and Hatherley Road, but along the Reddings, 
which already suffers speeding and over use as a 'rat run'. Retail on this site will make the 
Reddings suffer a constant flow of traffic. It won't cope. 
 
Wildlife and ecology. Natural hedgerows will be lost. Sparse non-native planting will fail to replace 
the habitat lost due to this development. 
 
Troubling concerns are evident due to delivery times and a lack of clear opening times.. How long 
before a 24 hour Aldi is on the site? 
 
Light pollution. 
 
Noise pollution. 
 
The traffic reports seem woefully out of date. 
 
Is retail in the greenbelt necessary? I think not. 
 
Not needed. There are already empty offices on the Pure Offices site and there is provision for 
local businesses elsewhere. We have three other supermarkets in the nearby area. 
 
Inadequate parking. This is already a massive problem which sees on street parking around the 
area. This will get worse. 
 
Risk of flooding. 
 
This won't lead to a dramatic increase in jobs.  
 



Existing permission is for B1 use not retail.  
 
Thank you. 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 

8 Old Reddings Close 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6SD 
 

 

Comments: 18th June 2018 
Letter attached.  
 
Comments: 8th October 2018 
We totally object to the second application for the proposed development on the Grovefield 
(BMW) site. 
 
An important concern as Reddings residents is the projected lack of car parking spaces for 
employees and customers, to be provided for a supermarket site on a busy road that becomes 
congested during rush hours. This is only a stone throw from the ASDA supermarket. 
 
The BMW site is a prime example of a business with inadequate parking for its employees and 
customers, resulting in employees using the Park and Ride, nearby residential roads and 
gateways to local fields. Because of the exceptional storage of new vehicles, this site is already 
being known as the "Mini Dump". 
 
Further development of the site with inadequate parking facilities for business and retail outlets 
will only exacerbate the situation, adding to the current parking problems caused by the BMW 
site, and creating a dangerous single access situation from an increasingly busy road, with further 
developments on the road being muted. 
 
As long time residents, we ourselves have suffered badly from an indiscriminate and badly 
thought out example of a garden grabbing development with an inappropriate means of access, 
resulting in parking problems. 
 
Nearby Hatherley Lane suffers from parking on a dangerous bend by local business employees, 
who cannot park on their business premises 
 
We urge CBC Planning Department to totally reject this inappropriate development for the above 
reason and multiple other concerns regarding pollution and annoyance to the residents of this 
residential area. 
 
   

44 Robert Burns Avenue 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6NT 
 

 

Comments: 22nd September 2018 
I object to the proposed application on the grounds that it is not suitable site for such a 
development and is not required. We have Asda & Morrisons, and they are quite sufficient, they 



also both have coffee shops. The traffic in that area is already very heavy with the Park & Ride, 
B&Q and the traffic from the Mini centre and Ultra. Hatherly Lane has also become a way of 
traffic avoiding the A40 and is always busy. But why does the council bother to ask we all know it 
is going to happen anyway. 
 
 
 
 
 
   

25 Century Court 
Montpellier Grove 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL50 2XR 
 

 

Comments: 4th June 2018 
Letter attached.  
 
   

3 Oakbrook Drive 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6SB 
 

 

Comments: 7th October 2018 
I object to part of the proposal. My concerns are: 
 
- The supermarket component seems unnecessary given there is a large supermarket only yards 
away and another a short drive away. I fail to see the benefit to the community. 
 
- I do not object to the office space generally (which may bring jobs), however I have concerns 
that the parking provision seems inadequate for the implied number of employees. This will 
almost certainly cause overspill onto the neighbouring roads. Parking provision is already an 
issue in this area and this will not help. 
 
- There is no apparent plan to upgrade the roads which are extremely busy at peak times, 
particularly with vehicles getting to and from the motorway. There are massive queues on the 
A40 at 5pm every day and the B&Q roundabout is usually jammed. It seems there are 
opportunities to provide alternate access to the A40 from the site but these have not been 
considered. 
 
   

Badgers Mount 
Branch Road 
The Reddings  
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL51 6RP 

 

Comments: 14th June 2018 
Summary 
 
1) To be clear, we do not take issue with the B1 elements of the application nor the extant 

permission as a fall-back.  
2) We and the vast majority of the 1000 households that it represents, the ward councillors, 

neighbouring residents' associations, businesses and parish council have previously objected 



to the non-B class application. No comments in support of this application have been made to 
date. 

3) As set out, we find a multitude of reasons why the application conflicts with policies, namely 
Retail, Local, Greenbelt and the NPPF. 

4) Some of the reports submitted are now significantly out-of-date and use old, flawed data. The 
application remains confusing and is not transparent as to its intentions for the B1 
development elements in particular. 

5) The Local Plan is not yet finalised, and the Retail Plan is not written. This application is not 
consistent with either.  

6) This proposal is contrary to the current retained Retail Plan.  
7) The reports were drafted before the current editions of the Local Plan and JCS.  
8) Objection reports were filed by other traffic and planning consultants in respect of the 

previous application. These refute many of the applicant's reports, conclusions and claims. 
The applicant reports in support of this application do not address them. 

9) The traffic data is grossly out-of-date and the more recent survey is unreliable. 
10) Air quality monitoring and objective, impartial assessment is required. 
11) This proposal is very different to a B1-only proposal inasmuch as offices are likely to be 

operating at capacity 5 days per week, 08:00 to 18:00 hours with predictable traffic flows at 
finite periods. Retail will be 7 days per week, 05:30 to 23:00 hours with 24 hours per day 
intense lighting and very variable traffic flows all day and every day. Also, further light 
pollution from vehicle headlights shining into windows at all hours would occur. 

12) Traffic was bad and is now very bad following the BMW being opened in August 2017. Traffic 
fumes are very noticeable due to the standing traffic and yet it is proposed to build a pre-
school nursery in the middle of it. What of the health risks to the children, residents and 
drivers who are now in stationary traffic? How is this being assessed? The applicant fails to 
do so in the documents submitted. This was a significant concern for the planning committee. 

13) Acoustic background noise from stationary traffic and deliveries and vehicle movements 
around the site will increase significantly compared to the extant B1 permission. The problem 
is compounded by the applicant having previously felled much of the tree and vegetation 
screening along the A40 and Grovefield Way to display their BMW building. 

14) B1 is likely to create modal shift with local jobs for local residents. Conversely, retail will 
encourage journeys from out-of-town. As such, it is contrary to the NPPF. 

15) If permitted, this will be the 15th Costa Coffee in Cheltenham. In this regard, the county is 
already a laughing stock. Costa will also encourage consumption of hot drinks whilst driving.  

16) The applicant's projected full time B Class job numbers are misleading and use incorrect 
numbers. 

17) The very special circumstances in 2007 were to permit the use of premier Greenbelt land for 
employment purposes with the creation of high value B1 jobs on a large site. The BMW 
development has already removed over 33% of the original site area available and created 
few, if any, new full time jobs. This proposal will take a further 12% of the site for non-B Class 
development to create 71 associated new full time jobs. However, that will be at a cost of 132, 
or more B1 jobs that would be created on the same 2448sq meters of the site. As such, the 
loss of B1 jobs to the retail/childcare A and D class proposal will remove a potential £588,000 
per annum from the local economy compared to the equivalent B1 employment wages that 
would be generated by the extant B1 permission. 

18) Altering the site contours and stockpiling of soil during the BMW development has altered the 
historic ability of the site to absorb storm water run-off from Grovefield Way. This is causing 
flooding to local houses. The proposed development must account for this water in their 
designs, having already realigned the entrance road, and missing the chance to improve the 
highway drainage whilst doing so. A local spring has also changed course and is causing 
continuous damage to the adjoining highway "North Road West". 

19) The nature of the application, with only outline permission requested for the majority of the B1 
offices, means that neither CBC, nor residents can have confidence that the proposals placed 
before them are transparent or coherent, and that the applicant will not subsequently reapply 
to adjust the proposals once he has secured permission for A and D class development on 
the site, as he did for BMW. 

20) The proposal is not appropriate development in the Greenbelt.  



21) The development does not pass the sequential test because The Reddings area is not 
recognised in the policies retained in the Local Plan. The former BMW site on Tewkesbury 
Road (now a Lidl & Starbucks) is nearing completion. Do we need another supermarket or 
coffees shop? The large Wholefoods and Baileys sites are now vacant. Paragraph 27 of the 
NPPF clearly states that if the sequential test is failed, permission should be refused. The 
sequential test is undoubtedly failed. The applicant's comments retarding North Place are 
speculative. 

22) It is clear from the applicant's own economic analysis that a combined loss of turnover to 
Morrisons, Asda and "other" local stores of £6.89m will occur. That represents existing jobs 
and shops in the local community that will be lost. £6.89m is 60% of the projected total 
turnover for the new Aldi. At best the job losses will be translated to equivalent jobs at Aldi. 
Statistically, however, it is fair to say that only 40% of the jobs projected for the proposed Aldi 
will be new jobs. That said, as the whole economic analysis is based on trade diversion, the 
balance of new jobs at Aldi must also relate to jobs lost elsewhere in the county. This "trade 
off" will not occur if the applicant builds the B1 offices that he already has permission for. 

23) The draft unilateral undertaking by the developer on the previous application does not offer 
adequate security that the whole site will not become a retail park by stealth. Indeed, on the 
applicant's own Design and Access statement it congratulates itself that "The offices have not 
been designed with an end user in mind, so the space created needs to adapt easily to 
changes in need or use. The buildings must be open plan, to allow for easy sub-division to 
appeal to a wide range of potential occupiers. Taking this approach ensures that the buildings 
will be versatile and adaptable, ensuring they will remain viable into the future". As such, the 
architecture and style of the offices that they propose to build can easily be converted to retail 
in the future. 

24) There are so many flaws in this application that we are surprised that it has been brought 
forward for consideration, when the previous application identified that only some of the worst 
aspects of the initial application had been adjusted over the course of several amendments in 
2017. The current application makes only minor cosmetic changes and still fails to properly 
address the concerns that were raised in the previous application. 
 

We believe that our community, and Cheltenham, deserves the right solution in line with the visions 
of the emerging Local Plan. Precious Greenbelt has been sacrificed for this B class employment 
land site. For that to have happened just to make way for more coffee shops and supermarkets 
would be wrong and we find nothing to support the applicants advocacy for same in the facts of 
this matter. 
 
We urge you to reject this application and thank you for your time and consideration of our 
submission. 

 
   

2 Lypiatt Terrace 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL50 2SX 
 

 

Comments: 14th June 2018 
Please add these comments to the documents section of the planning comments web site for the 
above hybrid application [Letter attached]. 
 
Please note the enclosed letter relate to the original application but my comments and objections 
remain the same for the current hybrid application. 
 
   

20 Springfield Road 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
 

 



Comments: 14th June 2018 
I am writing to lodge my strong objections regarding the newly re-submitted plans on Grovefield 
Way. The new plans are still the same Food and Coffee shop, still the same nursery and offices, 
it doesn't matter how differently you wrap the proposal, the damaging affects are the same.  
 
I do NOT want another food store in Hatherley, with two already large competitive businesses, we 
have sufficient facilities, another store will affect both stores profits and any smaller businesses 
who are trying to survive. I do not believe you should approve a new business that would create 
job losses, noise pollution with overnight/ early deliveries. 
 
I do NOT want a coffee house, with the current environmental pressures to reduce the use of 
takeaway cups and boxes, I would not welcome any business that adds to the damage to the 
environment, littering will occur and traffic increase 
 
I do NOT want a nursery, there are three perfectly good childcare facilities close by, their 
businesses will be affected and is a child care facility really a good idea so close to the Golden 
Valley, with increased air pollution due to traffic increasing. It will affect the  childrens health? 
 
I do NOT want offices, I do not want to live in the middle of an industrial estate, it will affect house 
prices detrimentally,  the roundabout off Grovefield Lane already is very congested throughout 
the day, it cannot cope with an increase of traffic created by the new businesses. I do not want 
the employees of these new businesses parking inconsiderately in my road, or causing harm to 
my children as they try to get to school safely. 
 
I do NOT want the Park and Ride filled up with employees cars, it should be able to be used by 
Cheltenham residents/ visitors to our town for the purpose it was created. 
 
I must ask if any surveys have been completed in Hatherley to see the affects of the new BMW 
business, the pollution, the traffic congestion, the employee parking, before You consider just 
adding more to the area. 
 
Where is the support for the Hatherley and Reddings residents, where is the safeguard for our 
communities and putting the support into already existing businesses. It is time for Councils to 
stop puttting money first and think of residents health and well being. 
 
I hope you will listen and consider these real issues and say no. 
 
 

Groom Cottage 
Badgeworth Road 
Cheltenham 
GL51 6RJ 
 

 

Comments: 9th October 2018 
I strongly object to the above planning application for the following reasons: 
 
1. There is no need for another supermarket in this area. 
 
2. Excessive light pollution. 
 
3. More traffic congestion in an area that is already congested. 
 
4. It will be eating up more Green Belt. 
 
I could go on and on but lots of other people in the surrounding area have already voiced there 
objections to this application and I fully support their objections. 
 



To reiterate the comment from another objector, "When are the council going to get the message 
we don't want this building application to go through"! 

 
 

Springfield 
The Reddings 
Cheltenham 
GL51 6RY 
 

 

Comments: 9th October 2018 
Questions need to be asked as to why there is such a rush to get this to planning committee, with 
scant regard to consultation with the community. The Reddings Residents' Association has 
provided a 92 point report questioning this application, which in it's current form is clearly 
completely unfit for purpose. As such, officers surely can't even think of permitting this and 
wasting everyone's time considering it. Time the community has already had to waste in writing 
more objections on a near-identical application.  
 
At the end of it, the area has had to sacrifice precious greenbelt to this folly, and so the 
developers must be made to build what they have permission for - B1 offices. There can be NO 
Aldi on that site as it will then provide a precedent for the rest of the site to be entirely retail - 
which I believe is the plan. Costa have backed out (presumably to go to the Tewkesbury Road 
site). The offices at the back of the site are just indicative with no real commitment - presumably 
waiting to turn them into retail. Nobody has seen fit to look at the health ramifications of siting 
infants and young children in the middle of a car parks/major roads, despite there being growing 
evidence of the catastrophic health problems on the young that can be caused by traffic fumes. 
Traffic data is flawed. Too few car parking spaces are being provided. The Park and Ride next 
door, famously, is a staff car park now, and any retail adjacent to it will seriously impact its 
capacity, potentially jeopardising the West of Cheltenham Cyber Park. This application is 
madness. So in short, I AGAIN object to this application because: 

 
a) There are too many unanswered questions on the application which must be resolved 

before it can be considered; 
b) Traffic data analysis is unreliable and old; 
c) A nursery shouldn't be permitted in such an environment; 
d) Light and noise from retail on the site will impact adjacent neighbours 7 days per week and 

at weekends - unlike office usage which is traditionally 8am to 6pm on weekdays; 
e) Insufficient parking - Aldi are currently fighting the community to create more parking 

spaces in their Tewkesbury store proving their "experts" were incorrect in their calculations 
of spaces needed. Something that will happen again on this site if allowed. 

f) Neighbours already have to put up with lights all night from BMW on this site, which are 
presumably left on for security reasons. We assume retail would also have a similar lighting 
requirement. There is no indication of any light screening being provided in order to protect 
neighbours. 

g) What times are they proposing to open this store? There is no indication.  
h) Lorry deliveries in the early hours impacts neighbours hugely, as can be verified by 

adjacent neighbours to Asda. How would this be controlled: does the developer even care? 
i) Allowing such a large area of retail is denying office space and therefore less staff will be 

employed per m2. 
j) The developer is congratulating themselves on taking money away from other 

supermarkets and dressing it up as providing financial benefit. All that will happen is staff 
from other shops will be made redundant as their employer's profits drop because of this 
store. As such, it's just a redistribution of wealth (and staff). 

k) Non-indigenous species of trees and planting and "flailing" the hedge to 2m. As if wildlife 
from this site hasn't suffered enough. As it is creatures are now drifting back to the new 
"habitat" created by the BMW spoil heap, so there will be another chance to eradicate 
wildlife - as if once wasn't enough. 

 



I could go on but really don't see why I should. I'm angry about this farce, as are my neighbours 
and the community. Nobody wants this store except the developer The developer who stands to 
make a significant sum of money on the back of permission for Aldi, using the absurd argument 
that it was necessary in order to attract occupiers to offices!! Seriously? If the intention is to use 
attrition to grind the community down and give up, then that demonstrates poor judgement - as can 
be seen by the number of complaints. 



    

 

 

 

 

19th June 2018 

 

Dear Mr Seymour 

 

18/01004/FUL | Hybrid application seeking detailed planning permission for a 5,034 sq.m of 

commercial office space (Use Class B1), 502 sq.m day nursery (Use Class D1), 1,742 sq.m Aldi food 

retail unit (Use Class A1), 204 sq.m Costa Coffee retail unit and drive-thru (Use Classes A1 and A3), 

with associated parking, landscaping and infrastructure works. Outline planning permission sought for 

the erection of 8,034 sq.m of commercial office space (Use Class B1), together with associated car 

parking, landscaping and infrastructure works, with all matters reserved - except access 

(resubmission). | Land At North Road West And Grovefield Way Cheltenham Gloucestershire 

 

On behalf of ASDA Stores Ltd. (ASDA), TPS Transport Consultants Ltd (TPS) has reviewed the Transport 

Assessment prepared by Transport Planning Associates (TPA) to accompany the above planning 

application; this is with a view to ensuring that the operation of the local road network and road safety 

is not unduly and detrimentally affected by the proposed development and that all planning matters 

are duly considered.   

 

This review has highlighted a number of issues and concerns which form the basis of ASDA’s formal 

objection to the application on highway grounds; these are summarised below.  

 

Planning History and Development Proposals 

We would note that a hybrid planning application (16/02208/FUL) was submitted for the site in 2016, 

for an 18,453m2 development, comprising B1 employment, A1/A3 Costa Coffee Drive-Thru, A1 Aldi 

discount food retail and D1 Day Nursery uses; this was refused.  The Transport Assessment that has 

been submitted to accompany the current planning application states in relation to the previous 

application that “there were no objections raised by either Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) or 

Highways England in relation to highways matters, and it was agreed that the development would 

not result in any severe impact in comparison to the extant consent”. 

 

However, the Decision Notice states that “Due to the mix of uses proposed, the development would 

result in an increase in traffic on the surrounding road network into the evenings and at weekends in 

addition to the AM and PM weekday peaks. This would have an unacceptable impact upon the local 

road network which is already heavily used. For these reasons the proposal is considered to be 

contrary to policy INF1 of the Joint Core Strategy.” 

Mr Joe Seymour 

Planning  

Cheltenham Borough Council  

Municipal Offices  

Promenade  

Cheltenham  

Gloucestershire  

GL50 9SA 

 

Sent via planning@cheltenham.gov.uk 



    

 

Notwithstanding the recent refusal, the site has a long planning history and benefits from extant 

planning permission, Table 1 below summarises the previous planning applications associated with 

the site as set out in the Transport Statement. 

 

Table 1: Planning History 

Year Application Reference Quantum 

2007 05/00799/OUT 22,000m2 B1 and 524 parking 

2009 09/00369/REM 22,000m2 B1 and 700 parking 

2012 10/00468/TIME Extension of 2017 and 2012 

2014 
13/01101/FUL 7,500m2 BMW Garage 

14/01343/OUT 16,800m2 B1 

(Source: TPA Transport Assessment) 

 

The current hybrid application seeks full planning permission for: 

 

• 6,593m2 B1office space; 

• 800m2 day nursery; 

• 2,037m2 food retail supermarket; and 

• 287m2 coffee shop retail unit and drive thru. 

 

and outline permission for 8,736m2 of commercial office space and associated infrastructure.  This is 

broadly the same proposals submitted in the refused 16/02208/FUL application, with a small (17m2) 

reduction in the GFA of the proposed Costa Coffee from 304m2 to 287m2. 

 

Local Policy 

The Transport Assessment notes that since the previous application the Joint Core Strategy (JCS) 

between Gloucester City Council, Cheltenham Borough Council and Tewkesbury Borough Council 

was adopted in late 2017.  

 

The Joint Core Strategy is informed by transport modelling work, and the Transport Assessment notes 

that “whilst there is no specific reference to the committed scheme at Grovefield Way being explicitly 

included within the transport modelling work of the adopted JCS, the site was included within the 

employment land supply assessment and the baseline model accounts for all committed growth 

within Gloucestershire.” 

 

It is assumed that the transport modelling would take account of the committed development 

associated with the most recent application on the site, which would comprise 16,800m2 B1 



    

 

(14/01343/OUT).  It is concluded in the Transport Assessment that “The transport modelling work 

therefore implicitly allows for traffic associated with committed sites such as at Grovefield Way” 

 

However, as discussed in the Transport Assessment (Table 5.3), the development proposals result in an 

increase in trips by some 18 two-way trips in the AM peak hour, 15 two-way trips in the PM peak hour 

and 253 two-way trips in the Saturday peak hour.  Furthermore, as will be detailed further, and 

reflective of our objection to the previous hybrid application (16/02208/FUL), the traffic impact of the 

development proposals during a weekday PM and Saturday peak periods may have been 

significantly underestimated.  As such, it is misleading to suggest that the highway network can 

implicitly accommodate the trips associated with the current planning application. 

 

Baseline Data 

The Transport Statement sets out that ATC data was collected between 6th - 12th July 2016 on Hatherley 

Lane between the Arle Court roundabout and the Park and Ride roundabout and further manual 

classified counts were undertaken on Saturday 9th July at the Arle Court roundabout and Grovefield 

way / Hatherley Lane / Park and Road roundabout. 

 

We would note that Department for Transport’s TAG UNIT M.12 ‘Data Sources and Surveys’ identifies 

neutral months as March, April (excluding Easter), May (excluding bank holiday weeks), June 

September (excluding return to school weeks), October and November, with a neutral month being 

one which “avoids main and local holiday periods, local school holidays and half terms, and other 

abnormal traffic periods.”   

 

July is not a neutral month and, as such, observations of highway network operation and traffic data 

gathered at this time cannot be considered to be representative and should not be used to assess 

the impact of the development proposals; the assessments should, therefore, be revisited using base 

data gathered in a neutral month. 

 

Servicing  

The Transport Assessment provides swept path analysis; the tracking shows the following movements: 

 

• A refuse vehicle accessing and egressing via the car park to the bin store at the rear of the 

Nursery, Costa Drive Thru and the offices; 

• A car using the Costa Drive Thru; and 

• An articulated vehicle accessing and egressing via the car park to the ALDI service area. 



    

 

Delivery Management Plans (DMPs) have been submitted with the application “which include the 

necessary details to ensure that there are no highway safety concerns arising from the servicing of 

the site”.  Table 2 summarises the anticipated servicing requirements associated with the various 

occupiers. 

 

Table 2: Servicing Requirements 

Occupier Servicing Requirements Service Vehicle Scheduling 

Nursery 

One Weekly Food Delivery Box Van 

07:00 – 19:00 Monday - Friday Twice Monthly Nursery Supplies Transit Van 

Twice Weekly Refuse Collection Refuse Vehicle 

Costa 
One Daily Delivery 8.45m Rigid Vehicle 06:00 – 23:00 Monday – Saturday 

08:00 – 18:00 Sunday Six times a week Refuse Collection Refuse Vehicle 

Aldi One Delivery Per Day 16.5m HGV 
06:00 – 23:00 Monday – Saturday 

08:00 – 18:00 Sunday 

(Source: TPA Transport Assessment) 

 

Whilst the preparation of the DMP’s is welcomed, there remains no commitment to undertake 

deliveries outside of occupiers opening hours, despite the likelihood of deliveries taking place while 

customers and staff are on site and, as such, there is significant potential for pedestrian / HGV conflicts 

within the car park. 

 

Parking 

The Transport Assessment sets out that a car park accumulation exercise has been undertaken based 

on the trip rates, however, the car park accumulation calculations are not provided in the Transport 

Assessment for review.  Notwithstanding this, it notes that a maximum car park accumulation for the 

Aldi, Day Nursery and Costa Coffee is 107, and concludes a requirement for 129 spaces “allowing for 

an operation capacity of 85%”. 

 

However, it goes on to note that “Operationally Aldi have advised that they require additional car 

parking spaces over the 129 spaces indicated by the TRICS parking accumulation. The reason for this 

is that recent trends in Aldi shopping habits have led to customers using the shop more as a 

‘destination shop’ rather than a ‘top-up shop’. This means that, whilst the overall number of 

movements to the store has not materially changed, the average dwell time of each customer has 

increased from 30 minutes to 40 minutes. This therefore leads to a higher demand for car parking. 

Added to this is the coffee drive-thru element of the proposed scheme, where customers may choose 

to visit before/after shopping at Aldi, thereby further increasing the dwell time and parking demand 

accordingly.” Consequently, the Transport Assessment proposes the provision of 154 car park spaces 



    

 

 

Firstly, the Transport Assessment does not provide any further information to justify the additional 25 

parking spaces for the Aldi in terms of evidence from other Aldi stores.  Secondly, we would note there 

is a discrepancy between the Transport Assessment, which proposes 154 car park spaces and the 

accompanying Masterplan layout, which shows 152 parking spaces. 

 

Furthermore, with reference to Gloucestershire County Council’s ‘Parking and Demand Management 

Strategy’ Table 3 summarises the development proposals, the resultant parking permitted based on 

parking standards and a comparison with the actual proposed parking set out in the Transport 

Assessment.   

 

Table 3: Parking Proposals 

Land Use Quantum Standard Parking Provision Proposed Parking 

Food 

Retail 

2,037m2 Aldi 

287m2 Costa 
1 space per 18m2 

113 

16 154 

Nursery 800m2 (27 employees) 1 space per 2 employees 14 

TOTAL 143 154 

(Source: Gloucestershire County Council’s ‘Parking and Demand Management Strategy’) 

 

The Transport Assessment sets out that a car park accumulation has also been undertaken to inform 

parking requirement for the office development, it is stated that the offices have a maximum parking 

accumulation of 222 vehicles.  Again, the car park accumulation calculations are not provided in the 

Transport Assessment for review. 

 

We note that the Transport Assessment also identifies that the previously permitted office 

development (09/00369/REM) allowed 700 spaces for 22,000m2 of office development, which would 

result in a ratio of 1 space per 31m2 which, if applied to the current detailed application, would allow 

provision of 213 spaces associated with the offices.  Similarly, when considered in the context of 

Gloucestershire County Council’s ‘Parking and Demand Management Strategy’, which permit one 

parking space per 42m2, a maximum of 157 spaces would be permitted.  Nonetheless, the Transport 

Assessment confirms that the provision of 222 car parking spaces “is considered appropriate to serve 

the development proposals”.  Notwithstanding this, the accompanying Masterplan drawing shows 

only 191 car parking spaces. 

 



    

 

Whilst the level of parking to be permitted should be clarified and confirmed, the overprovision of 

parking across the site will encourage an increased number of car borne trips and thus is contrary to 

current transport planning policies.    

 

The Future of Transport White Paper, published in July 2004, set out a long-term strategy for a modern, 

efficient and sustainable transport system backed up by sustained high levels of investment over 15 

years; effective management of the road network is a key part of this. The Traffic Management Act 

2004 also imposed an explicit duty on local authorities to manage their network so as to reduce 

congestion and disruption.  As a result, parking policies need to be integral to a local authority’s 

transport strategy.  

 

The second edition of the Guidance on Local Transport Plans, published in December 2004, says that 

local authorities should have policies aimed at tackling congestion and changing travel behavior. 

These could include restricting car parking.  All local authorities, nonetheless, need to develop a 

parking strategy covering on-street and off-street parking that is linked to local objectives and 

circumstances.  This strategy needs to take account of planning policies and transport powers and 

consider the needs of the many and various road users in the area, the appropriate scale and type 

of provision, the balance between short and long term provision. 

 

Having set out a clear idea of what its parking policy is and what it intends to achieve by it, each 

authority should appraise the policy and its objectives regularly and, when setting and appraising the 

policy, should take account of the:  

 

• Existing and projected levels of parking demand;  

• Availability and pricing of on and off-street parking;  

• Justification for and accuracy of existing Traffic Regulation Orders; and  

• Accuracy and quality of traffic signs and road markings that restrict or permit parking.  

 

The Transport Assessment makes no reference to current parking policies and how the development 

is in accordance with these.  The recent change in residential parking provision, from maximum 

provision to minimum provision and as an origin of trips, puts increased emphasis on destination 

parking provision to ensure that the move towards the more sustainable movement of people is not 

compromised.     

 

Notwithstanding the queries regarding the proposed level of parking provision, the Transport 

Assessment does not provide details of intended car park management.  With various adjacent retail 

and employment uses on the site, it is unclear how parking will be managed such that the retail 



    

 

parking is not utislied by office workers throughout the day as additional commuter parking, again 

encouraging car travel to the site by employees.  Similarly, there is no information provided to 

demonstrates how retail parking will be controlled such that it does not overspill into office car parks. 

 

Development Trips 

The Transport Statement sets out the approved level of two-way trips associated with each previous 

planning application associated with the site, for ease these are summarised in Table 4 below. 

 

Table 4: Approved Trip Generation 

Planning Application AM PM 

2007 Appeal 320 267 

2009 Reserved Matters 719 666 

2012 Extension 578 603 

2014 BMW Showroom 111 111 

2014 Business Park 441 460 

Extant Trip Generation 552 571 
(Source: TPA Transport Statement) 

 

As can be seen from Table 4, based on the most recent applications for the site, the BMW showroom 

and business park, the extant trip generation associated with the site is 552 two-way trips in the AM 

peak hour and 571 two-way trips in the PM peak hour. 

 

The Transport Assessment references the use of TRICS to derive trip generation associated with the 

current proposals, however, it doesn’t clearly set out the trip rates used.  Reference to the TRICS 

outputs provided at Appendix F of the Transport Assessment would suggest that the trip rates 

summarised in Table 5 below have been used. 

 

Table 5: Proposed Trip Rates 

Land Use 

AM PM Saturday 

A
rr

iv
a

l 

D
e

p
a

rt
u

re
 

To
ta

l 

A
rr

iv
a

l 

D
e

p
a

rt
u

re
 

To
ta

l 

A
rr

iv
a

l 

D
e

p
a

rt
u

re
 

To
ta

l 

Food Retail 0.992 0.714 1.706 3.402 4.292 7.694 5.941 6.246 12.187 

Drive Thru 9.328 8.657 17.985 8.239 7.736 15.975 28.509 26.339 54.848 

Office 2.031 0.254 2.285 0.171 1.752 1.923 N/A N/A N/A 

Nursery 1.128 0.993 2.121 0.772 0.960 1.732 N/A N/A N/A 
(Source: TPA Transport Statement) 



    

 

It is recognised that the use of the TRICS database is the industry standard approach, however, in this 

instance, TPS considers that the suggested trip rates will significantly underestimate the traffic 

generation of the Discount Food Retail store.  It is typically the case that small format retail stores have 

high trip generation rates when compared to larger, more traditional retail stores and the TRICS 

database has few examples of small format stores.  

 

We would respectfully draw your attention, therefore, to a planning application for a Lidl Food Store 

in Todmorden, West Yorkshire; the application to Calderdale Council has the following reference - 

15/01029/FUL.  Lidl and Aldi are both regarded as discount food retailers, operate from similar small 

store formats and have similar business models.    

 

As can be seen from the Transport Assessment that accompanies the Lidl store planning application, 

peak hour traffic movements were collected for a number of Lidl stores across the country.  For the 

purposes of that assessment, three Lidl stores of a similar size to that proposed at Todmorden– and of 

a similar size to the proposed Aldi store -  were presented in Table 6.1 (Page 28); this table is replicated 

here, Table 6, for ease of reference.  

 

Table 6: Average Trip Rates for Larger Format Lidl Stores 

Stores 
Weekday PM Peak Hour Saturday Peak Hour 

Arrival Departures Total Arrivals Departures Total 

Transport Assessment 3.402 4.292 7.694 5.941 6.246 12.187 

Wrexham 7.47 7.68 15.15 10.81 10.73 21.54 

Holywell 10.03 10.50 20.53 9.25 10.11 19.36 

Wallasey 9.33 9.64 18.97 12.29 11.66 23.95 

Average 8.94 9.27 18.21 10.80 10.80 21.6 

(Source: Transport Assessment July 2015 -SCP) 

 

As can be seen from Table 6, the Holywell trip rates for a weekday peak period are significantly greater 

than those trips rates derived from TRICS and employed in the Transport Assessment for the 

Cheltenham development; the variation in potential trips is marked with 20.53 two-way trips per 100m2 

counted as opposed to the TRICS derived and proposed 7.694 two-way trips per 100m2.  Equally, the 

Saturday peak period trips rates for the Lidl store at Wallasey store in the order of 23.95 two-way trips 

per 100m2 as opposed to the TRICS derived and proposed 12.187.   

 

The application of the these potentially more representative trip rates to the proposed development 

would result in a significant increase in forecast traffic generation as summarised in Table 7.  As such, 



    

 

TPS considers that the Transport Assessment is potentially and significantly underestimating the traffic 

impact of the development proposals. 

 

Table 7: Average Trip Rates for Large Format Lidl Stores 

Stores 
Weekday PM Peak Hour Saturday Peak Hour 

Arrival Departures Total Arrivals Departures Total 

Transport Assessment   157   248 

Holywell 204 214 418    

Wallasey    250 238 488 

Variance   +216   +240 

(Source: Consultant Calculation) 

Given the above, it is considered that the traffic generation forecasting should be revisited so as to 

comprehensively assess the potential highway impact of the development proposals. 

 

The Transport Assessment provides a comparison between previously permitted development on the 

site and the current proposals.  For further comparison, Table 8 summarises this information and sets 

out a revised trip generation associated with more onerous discount food retailer trip rates, for the 

reasons described above. 

 

Table 8: Trip Generation Comparison 

Stores Weekday PM Saturday 

2009 Extant* 666 - 

2014 Extant** 571 88 

Transport Assessment 586 341 

TPS 771 473 

* 22,000m2 B1 Office 

** 16,800m2 B1 office and BMW Car Showroom 

 

The Transport Assessment asserts that weekday PM peak trip generation associated with the current 

proposals would result in an increase in vehicles movements of less than one additional vehicle every 

three minutes during the peak period when comparing to the 2014 permission, or indeed a reduction 

in trips when comparing it to the 2009 permission. 

 

We would note however, when considering the impact of the development using the more robust trip 

rates set out in Table 7, the proposals could result in an increase of 105 - 200 two-way trips in the PM 



    

 

peak hour.  This is a significant increase in trip generation, the impact of which should be considered 

on the surrounding highway, to demonstrate that the increased demand can be accommodated 

without undue impact on capacity and road safety. 

 

The Transport Assessment acknowledges that there would be an increase in trips on the network on a 

Saturday with the current proposals, compared to the previous solely office proposals.  To consider 

the potential impact of this, the 2016 baseline flows for the Saturday were obtained; as we have 

already highlighted, however, these were collected in a non-neutral month and, as such, are not 

suitable for use in assessing the impact of the development.   

 

Nonetheless, the Transport Assessment presents the total flows on Grovefield Way in the weekday AM 

peak hour, weekday PM peak hour and Saturday peak hour inclusive of baseline trips and proposed 

development trips.  It is suggested that “the proposed development flows in addition to the baseline 

traffic flows during the Saturday peak period will result in fewer vehicle movements compared to 

those previously agreed as acceptable for both the AM and PM peak periods”.   

 

However, the Transport Assessment acknowledges that the previous application was refused “with 

the impact of development traffic at weekends cited as a reason for refusal”, and as such the 

operation of the Arle Court Roundabout has been considered further. 

 

Operational Assessment 

The operational assessment of the Arle Court roundabout is welcomed; however, it is not clear how 

the scope of the assessment has been determined, or why there has been no consideration of the 

operation of the Site Access / Grovefield Way or the Grovefield Way / Hatherley Lane junctions. 

 

The findings of the operational assessment at the Arle Court roundabout suggest that the junction will 

operate with a maximum DoS of 87.6 on the A40 Gloucester Road approach and a queue of 24 pcu’s.    

However, it is considered, that the operational assessment should be revisited: 

 

• Using traffic data collected in a neutral month; and 

• Reflecting a more robust trip generation methodology. 

 

Given the above, the Transport Assessment has not adequately demonstrated the likely impact of the 

development proposals, and as such is deficient.  At this time, it is not possible to determine accurately 

the likelihood of the development resulting in a severe impact upon highway operations and, 

therefore, that the local authority cannot make a sound decision on the application. 

 

 



    

 

Summary 

In summary, we would draw your attention to the following key concerns: 

• The Transport Statement is based on traffic data gathered in a non-neutral month, and as such 

is not appropriate for use; 

• Servicing arrangements would result in potential conflicts between customers, staff and 

delivery vehicles; 

• Proposed parking provision and management and its suitability to cater for demand without 

over incentivising travel to the site by car; 

• The trip generation significantly underestimates the likely trip generation, and thus highway 

impact of the development proposals; and 

• Capacity assessments should be undertaken, with neutral data and robust trip generation, to 

fully understand the impact of the development proposals over and above the extant 

position. 

Given the above, it is considered that the Transport Assessment is deficient.  As such, the Council 

cannot reasonably arrive at a well-considered and sound planning decision.  The planning 

application should, therefore, be refused on highways grounds.       

Yours faithfully 

Charlotte Ovenden – Principal Consultant 

TPS Transport Consultants Ltd 

Charlotte.Ovenden@tpsconsultants.co.uk 
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